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PREFACE 



Thelate 1980s have wmessed a concern, tfarou^Ksit Lam America, with s(xMp(&aes promoting 
equity in the countries of the legioa Is iai^ tneasme, riss concent is to new derii^cms priorities, 

on the pan ofgovemtneots in thereon and nxuidlateialinstnurians. Such new definMomesqtfici^iecosmze 
that poveny teducdon and soda! equity are ri> be seen as tk; cont«m of government and muitilatera] 

action in the r^on. 

In BrazS and in most of the r^on, however, concern with economic issues in the last IS years has 
overshadowed ms preoccujmion widi the rissterit^ of so<^ detdopment k its^ As a lesait, the state of 
household survey data cm the sodo-econcHnk: condkcms ofd»BraziBffi at tins pokt kthoe reflects flte strot^ 
emphaas of fl» govenimeot on eccmomic pdides and a focus aa “sockl vmiabtes” as merefy intervetang 
ejqtianamry variables or as variai^ wisdi merely reSea econcmhc devdopcKot. 



11m desigD and k^flementaticm of pc^Bdes to meet social dev^qmient goals Should be siQ^xHted by 
rim^ and lefiaMe demo^hk, econonnc and sodal data cm flie fivii^ camfitkos prevaik^ k flte r^on, 
mc»tly dataflm Imuselmid surveys (there kdutkd dm (ksn^r^flnc censuses; annual pqaflaiicm surv^ and 
kcome-«9q>en(fitute survey). Ahhoi^ sodai po£cy<maldi^ and soda! pc^t^ analysis k Brazil oto benefits 
fimm ? wiraidi of imuselK^ survey data that hatdiy finis any pataM k most Latk American cmmttks, the 
cxmtkentaldkiensionsofBiazBandfliecoiiqdemQ of its eccmomic, deorngraifiBC and sodal atuarion, pose a 
(fifficik dtalki^ m data cxfllectkm aid anafysk a^ to flm tksc&ess wtk wj^ data k made avaSahle Tins 
jHoUem aSsts statistks k aD Latk American countries, fiom rim sma&er and less conqriex, ate also 
ksthmitmalhr fi:^e, to b%ger and ksriturionafiy nmie robust camxiss film BsaA and Aigenrina. For tins 
reascm, aO those involved k sodo-ecotmmk ^ denmgr^ri^ andyss ddmr k Emz3 cs’ k <kmr Larin 
ame t ic an countri« know riiat much remains to be done k dm iqxlai^ and mooenrizmon of existing data 
coOecricm kstiuments, fiom theh content and data entiy and processi^ procedures to their user-fiiendly 
(fissetnkaricm m users. ‘ 

. 11k p^mrprovkes an overview of housdxM surveys klarinAnmrica,c(»]cetiring 

a. digr k fiMm ario D content, and data ava3abiBty;aiKi 

b. diek usefijimss as mck fin- tneasum^ and aimiyring fivit^ czsufirions cm a tim^, coit^tataMe and 

k so dcnng, it aqmcts to to brii^ a conqerarive per^pecrive cm r^vant issues that so kr have been 
neglect^ but need to be con^ered vriien discus^ tim of hoosddld surveys k Braai and dnr 
usefulness for soda! pcfi^-makh^ ami poficy anafysk as goals k diemsdves and imt as nmre ade'^&cis d 
tnacro-ecoimnac changes. 



* kthespecificcaseofBiariL the Brazilian NatkmdHousefaoUSnrv<y(PNAD)cimBkiypravtdesidevai>td3t3fi7tfae 
indostaadaig (f tbe sock^aoomtc condkcm <f dm Brazilian popdatian and does so m a much noe efikaem way than 
househoM survm k nm Latm Ainerkm oHinnies. Hcmever, h seeim m be a consensus amcBg Brazilian pni&sskDais 
that naKh more is nccessatv; panicuiath- k tcniis of infonnatkm cmim, m cnla fordemograrkem. sc»k sdentists, 
sodd cccnomisis and pc&v- rnakm/ar^sB m refine die aiiaiysk of pmeriy, socid kequaliw rnd dnr causes. 
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Cbapter 1 
INTRODUCTION 



For several d ecades, academic economists and policy-makers alike expected that die effects of 
economic investments abd economic growth would evemuaily "trickle down” to the population in T-ann 
American counoies • paiticulariy to the less ptivil^ed groins - in the form of a more equitable income 
distribution and, consequently, of more soda! justice. However, as eaiiy as in 1973, the Regiond Evahiad<m of 
Inter national Strata presented by CEPAL in Quito, pointed out that one of the m^or contiadicnons in Latin- 
Ameiican development seemed to be the lad: of ^mcisomciQr between emnonrir devel^iment and social 
wd&re in Larin American countries^. Towards the ^ of the ^ and eaiiy 90s, not only it become dear 
that this was not going to be the case but it also appeared that the e&cts of the ddit engis of the 80s aid the 
subsequent poiides geared to strucnnal at$usnnent had had a much mcse adverse inqiaa on the ovetall soda! 
conditions of the populations in die ns^onQr of Ladn Ameiican countiies dian previcRisly anticipated. Poverty 
and income inequality increased treniedou.«dy and Latin American countries saw rhemsalv as in the middla of a 
disis that was much more social than economic. ^ 

Akhot^ at first g la nc e , aggr^ate social indicatois in some countries showed improvem ents in 
rdation to previous decades (e.g. sdiool enrolment rates, infias moitafiQr tates, aial pardculariy infiasmicture 
coverage rates showed progiessX it was argued that su^ improv emeas: (a) tefleaed investments made in 
previous decades and thus showed the time-lag of returns for social investments (firected to the improv e m ent 
of fiving conditions in any given counny ^ and dial quafiQr of sodal services had deteriorated widt lower sodal 
^lending in die 1980s; and (b) that such improvem ents stfflle&diose countries in a mudi worse social situation 
dian the one fiiund in mme devdoped countries. The 1994 13NDP IfimiBn Devekgmem Repent riiows that, in 
die r^cm. ooity Barbados tanks amcag die 20 countries, plaang h esoedy in the 20di postioa 
Unigu^J3nksi3,Aigentina37, Cbiie 38, Mexico 52 and Brazil 65. Canada, Switzedand, Japan, Sweden and 
Norw^ tank in the first five poshkms, the Ooned States in 8th. ^INDP, 1994) 

Eridenceto sappon die dtnms cm bowtoIGig attuctucai aegusonent pc^cies had been for the poor in 
these cmmtries was prcMded by sevoai stuefies fbeusing cm povei^ and inccmie distifiiuticm in Ladn America 
m the 8te. These soafies consistenriy diowed the effects c£ atgustment pofides wirich mcreased the gap 
between d£ lidi and the pcxir in most Latin American countries Analyses of the inmrtdatknis between 
education and income (fistrfimtkm, as wdi as several attsogts to measure poverty and to draw poveny lines in 
Latin American countries, however, often stressed the limhaticHis posed by available statistical d^ particulaiiy 
Hata ftom housdiold surveys 

Such Simtadons range fiom the virtual non-enstence of data to the sdstence of data vdncdi is not 
simuitaneouriy rdable, imady or congarabie overdn» across sdi-r^ons or between ccamtiies. As a result, 
stuches based on housdxdd survq^ dsOi in Latin American countries often cannot go as &r as it would be 
desirable and necessary ftir an accurate assessment of die efiSferent coatpmeats and &ces of povei^ in eadi 
country. This also sheds doubts on thar rehalrihty to set parameters and yield recommendatiems for poEdes 
targeting the poor and aining at povei^ reduction, it is £fficub ftir poficy^naloeis to use such data as a lefiable 
bass for the general diaracterizationt^sub-groiqist^tfaepcqiulatkmtobenefitftDmsocialiiivcstmentsorto 



^C£ CEPAL (1983; 3). 

^ C£ Moriey (1992a, 1992b and 1992c), Bernstein & Boa^uaa (1993), CEPAL(1990). 

.•‘C£Grosh(1990). 

’ hi addition to the ones tpioted in footnote (2), c£ Cardoso ( 1992). 

^ This is also cue for data obtained through the use of administrative records vhidL however, will not be analyzed 
in this paper. 
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con^jare the evoiuticm ofindicatois on fivmg ctHKfitbns over time or even to identify chaises in the poverty 
proffle of tite pc^niiatioa 

This nqxat provides an ass e ss m e nt of housdioid surveys in Latin j^metican and Carft4>ean countries 
with ^)eda! ein pha«tis In a mcse dmiled anaiytis of household surveys in 5 countri^: Argentina, Bcivia, 
Paiaguty, Uniguty, and CUie. Ihe assessment of these surveys wl be qua&ative and 'mO try to identify 
defid endes, paitiatiarfy deidendes idated to the covra^ of these surveys: tiidr axaeat, substance and 
topics coverage as wdl as their demographic coverage and the xqnesentativeness of thdr sanqtie deagn and of 
the definiti ons of sub-grot^s of respondents tor tfi^ent topics. The report wSi aoai^ : (i) tite tai^ of the 
p^oiomena measured; the sccpe d die variables used to measure them; ^ the deSttiticms, content and 
boundaries of sudi vari^ies; ^ the sub-groqrs of the popuMcm dcSned as tiie leqtondents of the 
questionnaire and of each cCits sections. Adjects related to overall siucture of die saz^e wiB only be 
analyzed if they have some bearing on the aspects abotm. 

The rqx>rt wiQ fixms on internal suimantive aspects ofthe smvtys, paiticuiariy on tnetfaodolo^cal 
and/or qjeiaticHial adjects ideniffied in die soactate of tibe questicamaire san^ d^gn^.. In athStion, it 

win assess die potential of kaisehold survty data to coiBtrua social inificatots and to rneasure fivh^ staiidards 
in Latin Ainencan camtiies. 

When available; dteatalysgwffl be sufycffted by interviewers' manuals c o nt aini ng insmictions on data 
cctiiectitHi procedures. lUsanatysiswiDhi^ in dteidentificaticot of areas where inaproveanents can be adneved 
dttough more caiehilfy spdled out definitions and rnore precise instructions to intervffiweis as well as tfaroi^ 
dter^uiarsdiehiBiigoftraaia^ and re>traimngfer the survey operational team (diete included fidd arid data 
processor leamsLTbe assessment vrill be mosfy lesuicted to survtys cmaitteted in the SQs^ • pre&raify in die 
latter half die ei^ties - and wiB always use the most recent material avteiaUe. 

TraitionaQy, househdd sorvty p t o gt ams consist of tno nt^ types of surveys; (a) per m a nent 
iKxisdmld suivtys witidi invest^aie ^ diatacteristics of the labor fiace and ocoqiation, emplpyinent, 
unenqtioyment and ioame aspects and vdsdi, to a lesser or greater extent, way cover (Xher aspects Ske 
hojaii^ amcfitions atri dempgR^tisc and educational characteristics of die bcnisdioM ambers; (b) itaxime- 
eiqiencSnnes surveys, which povicfe informatxm m fimaly bin^ and consunqition and winch ate 
pr^ontinandy used as the basis £>rCH (Consumer Prices Indexes) weights- Nfoierecenfy, two other types 
of housdioid surveys have been inqtiememed in various LatiihAmerican countries: the Wcnid Bank derig^ 
Lhdng Standards Meagir emait Survey (LSMS) and the Citilean-bom Bncuesta de Caracterizadon 
SodoeconoQBca Nadonal (CASEN) 

Ahhou^ die analyas wiB fixus on the isedontinant nxidd of housdmld survty prt^ams 
insdtutionaiized so &r in lW American countries > die Labor Force-type and Income>£3q}en(hnnes Survtys - 
an overview d other types of kxisdidd survtys wiD be provided dir cmtntries wtee a t^itiar program of 
Labcr Force-type survtys im been ctm^tieotented OT iqiiaced by a program based on the living Standanis 
Measnicment Somy (LSM^ OTlhe fiscnsta de Caracteriaacroa Socweconranka Nadoaai (CASEN) 
eiqperiesrtees . 



^ The rqxnt, hcmever, wiB tax assess mstirntioiBi aspects leiated to the of ececteo^ ^eiKtes in d» 

irnplengntatka of iiiqiro v an aite m thdr sarvey-tyDgam, the adequacy- ofliie easting infiasB ucoit e and human 
power resonices to in^diese ii n ptwem a irs cpetationaLdieir cami r uinie m to create and inain tainnwrfum isng to 

ioitdrsctioin bctvim excxntiiig policy iiiakeis/iiscxs of tte or 



* LSMS is he acromm fdde Living Standuds hteisnreniem Surrey-, a WorM Bank eiqietieace diat has bea 
inaiiemented wih differem d^recs of SDCce^ m soine AfdcaiL Asian aid Latin Anraric^ counc^. CASEN » 

which iKw has been rspiicated in Oder coinizies. Fca detaiis <a the typdogy d' surveys analyzed in this iqim, see 
part 2 of this docmneuL 





The decision on the countries to be aosiyzed in detail was made on the basis of how mud) their 
analysis throws on the conpaiative advantage in inq>ieinennng difisrent types of household survi^ according 
to different information needs. Consirieradon was also given to their potendal to illustrate sub-r^onal 
differences in the inqtlementahon of household survey pro gr am s. BoSvia is an example of the interaction 
between a progr a m of labor force-type surv^ and LSMS-type surv^ Both the CASEN Pix^ram in Qdle; 
which b^an in 1985, and the 1992 Encnesta sobre Caractarsdcas Sodoecraioiiiicas de las Fainffias 
Paraguayas provide the basis for a comparison of r^ular labor force-type surv^ and CASEN-type surv^. 

The anafyss conddered the following dements: (a) the topics coverage of the survey quesdonnaire; 
(b) thdr fiequency and pronqnness witfa whidi data is made available; (c) the d^ree of int^ianon between 
different household surveys wdthin a same country 

The remainder ofthis report is structured as follows. Chapter 2 contaiDS an overview of £&ient types 
of housdiold surveys and their use for the assessment of fiving conditions and for pdicy anafyss; chapter 3 
contains an overview of existii^ household surveys in Latin American countries^ as wdl as an overall 
assessment of the countries' strengths and weaknesses in the area. Chester 4 contains the case studies wirii an 
assessment of the potential of surveys for the measurement of fivit^ standards and foe estimation of soda! 
indicatois. Finals, di^er 5 contains a s ummar y of issues to be taclded in proposals of reformulation of 
household survey programs. 



’ The first \-asion of this ptqrer also contained an anahsis of foe geographical coverage of housdioid smve\‘s in Latin 
American coumries. whicL hmve\'cr, was cxduded imm this version for the sake of bicv-iw. 




Cha|ita’ 2 

OBJECnVES AND TYPES OF HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS 



1. Tiie Use of AdministnUiveRecoFds in Social Statistics 

Baac information cm the size aid diaracteristics of the popuiatian of a given area or a giveQ country 
have, for a long time, been essential for gtvemnienial and non-govemmentai agencies to plan their acdons. 
Such information can be cfotahad lisou^ two mm ^ipes of souices: ad n i in i su a tiv e records and housdiold 
surv^. Administratrve records consist of ah the o£5dal information recorded on a certain pc^miaticHi: inrdi, 
death, marriage certificates, files of users of puidic services Ske educational serrices, houang services, metScal 
S 0 \dces, wdfore serrices, m legisteis, buaness information on en^lojees isied or laid csf^ salaries paid, etc. 
that is, alt die i n fo r ma rion govemn mnt agencies collea aiKi oiganize cm users of services at a narirwigi stare, 
munic^tal or even kxeli^ levd. 

Adnmnstiadve records, however, can cmiy pimide information on die users of pMc services. 
Statistical infismatkm winch allows fitr die anafysis c^ sodal, denx^ia^c and ecmxnnic cbaiacterisncs of 
users of services vis4^ris notHiseis, can best be cteiiud dnou^ bmisdK^ survey. Housdidd suivq^ ate 
d^ inost wid^ used source of ittfoimation fin- inferences cm die sraaSarities and (fiideaces (if users and ntm- 
users cif serrices, tdde at dm sanm time pnivufing a jncture of potential users 

Such information is e ss e nti al (a) for plannii^ inpoveineots in ser^dces windi already esdst; (b) for 
plannmg the ci new service^ and (c) for prqiogi^ and itnjfiementiE^ changes (diher leductbn or 
eiqiaosicm) in services maitticipaticmcifdnfts in dm populalfonofacniat and potetaialusetsofihese services in 
adtfition, of ccmt«^ m dm use cif data for analytical, noD<fK>fic 3 K)rieDted purposes. 



2. The Use of Housdiold Surveys in Social Statistks 

HmiseiKridsarvqs are dm most widdy used mstniment m cxdiect sociai ecantmtb aiKi demogtaphic 
infonnadcm cm itoge pqpiiiaticm groiqis. Ihey are inqxmant instnnseots to provide inter-censal data cm dm 
scido-ecoiKHiBC (haraaoisdcs of a counny’s popuIadoiL IMke pcpdatioa csnsusesi, winch investigate certain 
basic (fomogrtgdnc, sidal and eoononnc diaractensdcs for dm whole pcqnilation, households surveys are 
applied to a san^ of housdx^ vdnch are sdected cm dm tests of cert ain criteria. Household survey 
samples are drawn fiom a geo>«artogiapiBC basts vdiich iqnesents dm area re be covered and winch is usually 
updated cm dm basis of dm most recent^ availalile census data. Housdxiitk are typically selected in a 
miiltista^ process in wtidi, instead of shtqiie random .sanyliig, dm sam{de fiame provides dm dusters 
(usually caUrf tracts cn* enumeration c&tricts) of approxhoately the «nnft of pcpuiado. C3ustas are dmn 

sdected cm a pnfoainfisnc basis and used to rqiresent dm univecse of dusrets; Innisdidds are dmn sefected - 
also cm a probalnBstic baas -re be i qse s en tativ e at cettamlevds. Ousters and housdnAis are sdected to be 
tiqgesentanveofdm phenomena dm survey intends re measmeL 

Sanjte win be rqmesentadve ofdie whole pcpiiaticm or some of its s^ments (fisr instance, dm labor 
forceX areas (dm luial and/ffi-dm uito areasX of tfifeent pepoianoa/a dmin is trariv e disters; 

dm counny, the states and/or provinces, all dm odes or all cams widi a pqmiatkm over X nssber cd* 
pecpie, (S' scmm ones and dm c^mais of states and jaovince^ netrppofitan regions, etc. 

One conmon wzy o£ adom^txative fecofds and housciioid surveys is to say that wU!c 

dm fiist provide a good picture ^dmsupp^ ride of certain pifofic and private services, the second will provide 
a good {HCtureofdmaaitai and the pcne^ demand-ride for these same serrices. They provide infontotion 
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on which to build demogr^hic, economic and social indicators for idenn^iog trends in demand so that the 
o^r of new services and changes in services presently being offered can be planned acconfingiy. 

The assessment of household surveys on the of the criteria spelled out in the introduction of this 

r^rt must take inR> account the otgecdves and goals behind their concqnion and design against die 
bad^round of the present needs of statisdcal inSirmaticHL The program of faousdiold surv^ vddch now 
prevails in Latin American and the Caribbean countries was not oiiginaliy conceived as a set of instruments to 
measure living conditions but rather as insnumems to measure diaractetistics of the Labor Force or to set die 
CPI system of we^fats on the basis of the average cansun^on basket dir Emilies at certain income levds. 



3. Housdioid Surveys in Latin America and the Caribbean 
Labor Force Surveys 

Virtual^ every Latin American counoy has had smne acdvity in die area of bcHisefadd surveys. Of aH 
die countries analyzed in this report only Gtyana and I^id do not have a regular acdviQr in die area of 
household surveys. Ihe present syaem of household suiv^ in Latin American countries date ffom die early 
60s when, under the in^piradon of CEPAL, the ILO and odier iatemadonal oiganizadons a- agencies, many 
countries began household survey programs designed to measure empioynient, unemployment and certain 
diaraaeristics of the labor force, fo addition to diese permanem faousdioid surv^ (usu^ done on an annual 
or somdimes quaiteriy basis) whidi are andiored on the investigation of employment, unempfoyment and the 
labor force, many Uain American countries also itnpleniented Household Income-Eiqiendituies Sutvq^ at 
loiter and not aiw^ ptetfictable intervals (every S ot 10 years). 

The origins of household smv^ in Larin American countries can be traced back to a seminar hdd in 
Mexico City in 1965, wfaere a study done by the US Bureau oftbe Census was presented. Has study, named 
Atl^ria- u n esnufio de caso en encuestas de boeares nor mnestra provided the bag«t far thi> Atl ^da mndri 
a sa of 14 documents conqniat^ aS die base aspeas of a household survey. Although dm Adardda model 
iqneseiited an inqxaiant contifouncm to countries with fitde or no experience in housdiold sutv^s, it was 
basically a modd of htnisefaoid suiv^ des^ned for industriafized countries, where the characteristics of the 
labor nmrket are rather t fifier ent focan die ones fomal in less devdqied countries However, rdyit^ on das 

modd and fod by financial and tedm^sqiponfoDminteniationaioisamzations (USAID, UNDP, ILO, etc.) 
and fo}m the Bureau of the Census, inany Latin American countries were to estahlidi and m a int a in some 

basic acrivity in the area of household anveys, particularfy labor force surveys. 

Orignally, both the samptefianm and d e sign a n d die ques d oiBia i re content oflabor force survqrs were 
cSrKxed towards identi^iig the c o m p osit i CTi of the I^xrr force, measuring economic acdvity, seaictei^ for 
differences in die conqiosition of ecmomic aedvines and varmnons in the ooaqmtionai smictme in different 
countries, measuring employment and unemployment and variations in labor income resulting from differentials 
in wages, forms of payments, benefits paid to workers, etc. 

hi addition to die main variables rdated to die a^iects above, certain demogr^Mc aid social vaiidiies 
- fike age, gender and levd of educatian - were investigated as vaiiaUes widi an etqilanatoiy potential feH* 
(gfierences and vaiiarions in the bdiavior of the econoaiic, labor foice'^dated variaUes. Stutfies usit^ data 
from household surveys analyzed, fiom difieient perspectives, the degree and extent to which these variables 
were rdated to eadi other. 



“ Cf. Cuademos de la CEPAL. no. 44, 1983. 
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Muhiolunaose Housdiold Surveys 



Iq di&reot d^rees of complexity and intensity, botisdx>ld surv^ in Latin Ameiican countries 
eventually began to be used as instruments to measure other social, econoinic and demographic variables in 
addition to the Labor Force adjects mentioned above. In some cases, these "expanded" surv^ came to be 
designated Miiltipnrpose Household Sorv^. The analyas of the content of household surveys in Larin 
American countries shows that th^ are baacaDy conqtosed of sometbii^ between 3 and 5 parts vdsch cover 
the household and the main dempgr^Mc characteristics of household members, the rnaia characteristics of the 
dweilii^ some education variables, labor force and mcome and, somoimes, nrigrarion. 

These topes, however, are smicmred around rite characterization ci the labor force. In ^he c^the 
potential relevance of household surveys to characterize the demogE^thic simatbn in a country, it has o&en 
been recc^nized that in Larin American countries denu^iapiric infonnarion is not saris&aory; "foe pubfication 
ofbasic data is often ddayed, available data are incomplete, of poor quaix^ and often not det^ed enough to be 
of some use" “ 



Income Expenditures Surveys 

hicome and Ecpentfitures Surveys (IBS) were designed basically to measure income and expenditures 
ofhousebolds, ptovidh^ rite basis and stnicture of wemhts ftsrthe construction of Consumer Prices hufices. 
Until the end of foe 60s, they only covered certain socio-economic groups and the mam metropolitan areas of 
foe Larin American r^oa Wifo rim^ however. Income and Expenditures surveys came to be regarded as an 
important source cf in fo nna rion to measure drffet ' entials in liv^ standards through the ccaapanson of die 
structure and composiDon of foe income and foe emtsumption housdidds, so riieir coverage of 
socioeconomic gnstfos has been somewhat expanded. (CEPAU 1983:25) 

In ^>ite offoe lidmess cf infonnarion they provide however. Income and Expenditures Surv^ are 
rdarivefy finriied as a tegular scxrrce of data for die anaiyas of fivit^ standards. First, because most at them 
lade naricmal coverage. Second, because even m die fow cmintries v/bere ibey have been done wifo a cenain 
legiriaii^, diqr have been ladier placed in time On intervals ratting between five and ten years) hr didr data 
to be usefid for the dmdy morstoring of fiviz^ coiufidons. 

Finally, lix»me aixi Expenditures Surveys are usually very etqtengve opetations bofo because of die 
oantplex content of their quemonnazres and because of the l ength of fidd operations. lES questionnaires are 
designed to extensively cover the composidon of the income and the e:q>eDdhures of die households and their 
individual members over an extended period of time and dris requires wdl-trained interviewers aixi e&cdve 
sifoervision. 

Fidd operations ofliKXiine arxi Expenditures surveys are Jetsfoy bec a use die r efere n c e period needs 
to be loi^ etxK^ in order to capmre: 0) the iiqnits to a bousehohi ai^ its members in the fium of efifeent 

amramts of inctane, fixim d iffaent sources, avdlable to die faousdioid and/or its hxfividuai menfoers at 
(fifiTerent periods of time widrin die refere n c e period; ^ all die cxifouts in the htm of expen di t u res in the 
acquisidon of goods and services (not only winch goods and services are acquired but also in which amounts 
they are consumed and how often) as wdi the esdtnated value (price) of goods and services produced witirin 
die household or and die estimated costs die household would have in case certain expendhures were made. 



" CEPAL (1983:4) 

For instaooe, bow much it would cost to ran a house that is aaua% owned and paid for. 
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Techniques to gahier rfata on housdioid expendhuies may vary fiom "metnoty records" (in vdnch 
members are requested to reconstruct individual or household expendhuies for a certain period of rderence) to 
the use ofbooklets mend>er5 of the housdiold are asked to SQ out, recorfag all the esqjeodhuFes made, in eadi 
spec& cat^oiy of goods and services, widsn the period of reference. Both methods have their advantages 
and disadvantages whidi ate exteosivdy d i scussed by C^AL (1983; 25-8). 

The use of a reference period in income and E^qjendhures suiv^ fi>r each type of expenditure is 

particularly important to capture adjects like the seasonal chatactedsdcs of certain types c^iacoine and certain 
types of expenditures. It also guarantees more rqnesentativeness of data, r^aidlessofdie procedures used for 
san^le selection and for interview/fidd operanons (fer instanoe, whether interviews are done at cme dwt in the 
whole sample or whether panels of sub-samples are distributed along the year, with a rotaticm of pands)! 

The ori ginal concqrticm of a program of housdx>id surveys was based on die potential for the 
int^rarion of data fom these surveys at die analytical levd. Neverthdess, in qiite of attempts made in several 
countries to int^rate Labor Force Surveys aai Income-Eiqientfitures surv^ in a regul^ progr am of 
household smvq^ com|deteint^raticMi has never been acconylished. In addition to dife en o es in geographic 
coverage and sample dame and design, die more ineguiar inqilementadon of incomeoqientfoiires surveys 
made it paniculaiiy difficult to analytically int^rate results fiom these two types of surveys. 
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The Measurement ofliving Condilions 



Assessments of statisdcal systems in Latin Amencan countnes iiave fiequentfy stressed tte diScuities 
in in^iementing Income-Expendituies Surv^ and in integrating diem with Labor Force Surveys in a regular 
program of housdmid surveys. Budget and human resources cSScuides have <^en contributed to institutional 
difficulties Statistical Offices find in kee|^ to the sdieduled fiequeocy in d» inqdetnenti^on of sumys 
These weS^mwninstitiiticHiai difficulties have recendy been joined 1^ emeiging veais of xskxs osnprdensive 
data for tte anaiy^ of fivii^ conditions, ffir a better dem^t^Mc and socw-economic dtaraaetization of 
population groups and £»’ ideating denims to explain cfiffiieix%s between sub-groups of tbe populatioa 
Such needs increased tbe awareness of certain limitations detected fay users of hexisdK:dd surv^ d^ 0 diat 
bousdioki survey data did not iufy allow for tbe anafyas of conditioDS, an accurate measurement of 

poverty aixi for dtawn^ poverty lines to support die (fesign of policies aiming at poverty reduction and 
targeting the poorer groups of the popuiaticm; and diat even in the tiadidonal areas vdiuii thqr -wert 
oi^inaliy deseed u> cover (tbe labor fince;, enpbyn^ and unenpic^nneat) diey proved ine&ctive to 
measme new pbenomena, paiticulady die ones tdated to tbe sttuctute and conposition of activities in son- 
fbnnai Idxir markets. 

Having been des^ned widi die formal Ifocn- market stnmture as d^ir baddxme, bousdmid surv^ 
ladced wider defoiitions d labor and economic activi^. Ibeir narrowness made it very diSctdt or totafly 
mpossible to capture new {foenomena Bke die ones rdated to die noo-fonnal (or Invisible”} ecoaomc 
activities, bi addition, di^ <fid sot povide tbe range of coverage lequtced for a mme refiiffid analysis of tbe 
Gving (ximfitioiis of die pqiulatioo. 

T!k measurememofSvitgcoDtfoiom is nK»einciusrve than the measurement ofthe labor marl^ and 
of econcanic actnities. Jt goes beyond tbe use of iimome ififlwrwmak to tktetmm fivirg stai^anls and to 
draw poverty fines; it also recpnres a mtae extended tofacs covec^ than dot fimnd intiaiStioiid labor-force 
survey. The measurement of fimg aa^ticms requires a mote detafied coverage of variaUes vdndi are rut 
stiic% rdated to die kbor market and the econoimc acdviQr. 1 musf cover m detail a^ects fike housmg 
cmufidons, demogr^bic trends (migtatioo, and tnfenr nmit^S^ amcmg cabers) arsl access to services 
(fike sdiods and bei^ centersX as wdl as ctssunqmon pattems. The measurement of ffiflsiences in access to 
adequate lumsig, etkication, heafah services, etc., can a^ to tbe analysis of di&renoes between sub-groips 
wid^mp'orocCTpanonai and mcome categories and dm sntpcmrefinertieiitsm die analytical undetstantfing 
of sodo-economfo inequality, aiid of daeiminaiits (dpover^. 

fin gnte of an ggreanng need of data b> sipport die deagn of pid:£c pofides, particularly of social 
pdicies, nddier the sanqste desiga aixi die representativeness (if data, rm die geographic and tqiks coverage 

necessary for the efifecdve t argeting of soda! pc^es and for coastnmtii^ imficatois to assess the iopact of 
these pdicm 



Bcidi tbe Woifo Bat± living ^andaonk Measoraiieitt Stirvey and the CUkan Encnesfa 

ifeCaimaefBac^SockiecoBdniicaHrwiimai(CASEN)rq!resent attenpts to deal with the changing needs 
of statisti cal informatitm to aqpcnt the design, t a tgetir g and assessment d die iopact of social pc^caes. 
AMo^ dffi an an in (|uestioonaice structure, sanple Region and operational procedures, both tbe LSMS and 
the CASEN-^pe surveys cover a much broader scope d tipics aiKi at a much greater tecgtb than die 
traffiticHianabw-^itce surv^ 



Budget awl Hnnm Resounes restiictitm ate (iftn eied as die inpm institutitinai <h£Scaities m die 
snstainabiliw of housdioid survey' prc^iams in Latin Amexican counoies. this is de case m projects ofinstirntional 
saengfoenmg requesting n>B’s technical co(pei3tion,sudi as the projects m Honduras, Costa Rka and Aigeotina 
Institutional difficulties are also dted in Sdnvanzman's as<g<!«anenr of &azil’s IBGE. 
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The focus of these surveys goes b^ond measuiing economic acdvi^ to measuririg the living 
conditions of the population and even to identify die foctors which mi^ lie bdmd cenain 
conditions/siiuations, pardcuiady poverty shuadons so more effective acdons can be taken in order to 
correa them. It thus became of paramount inqiortance to identify links between domains whidi were seen as 
more conqiaitmentaSzed in tradidonal household surv^. 

This maans to lecognize the inqioitance of analyzing the itnlfg between sanitadon conditions and 
morbidity, morbidity and work absenteeism, low educadood levels and difficulty of access to sdiools, or poor 
housing condidons and high migradon rates in certain areas; in so doiz^ pdides could be designed and acdon 
could be taken to correct them, improving overall fiving condidons of sub-groiqis of die population and in die 
country overall 

The LSMS indudes a much wider range of topncs dian the convendonal Labor Force-type surv^ or 
the CASEN-type surv^. These tqncs are covert in three ffi&rent quesdo nnai res: the housdioid 
quesdonnaire, i^di is applied to household members and indudes several aspects of household income, 
consumption and wel&e; the community quesdonnaire, whidi is ^lied to key c omm unity leaders to assess 
the ftfmriitinng of the communi^ infiasttuaure; and the pnces quesdonnaire, af^iied to local vendors to ooOea 
data on price levels and trends in these prices. 

As mendoned earfier in tins section, tiadidcHial pr ogr ams of housdioid surveys in most of 
American countries typcaOy wSl include LFS-^pe surv^ and Income-Eiqieodituies Surveys. Usually diese 
instruments are strucn^ around different anal^cal or operational purpose^ often tiieir sasqile smicture and 
design, ahhoi^ detiving ftom a common basis (in generd demogta^c censuses) di£b‘, lesuith^ in di&ient 
levds of coverage and representativeness of data. 



The LSvIS, (m the ctmuaiy, qieiates at two £&ent levds • the housdioid and the cmmnuni^ • 
witian the same sanqile fiame and covers both hoisehdd inctane; consungitioa and prices widi die stnv^ 

^nctn^pTffg }iy the tme frame wMmi whirfi the are ^ySed and hy the dgqgn 

hi ffict, aitfaoi^ the L^fS is ctanposed of diree (fififerent (piesdonnaites, it is often le&iied to as one an^e 
surv^ exactfy because cf'dns integration. 

As compared to tiaffidcmai household surv^ the moarSsdncdvediaiacterisdcsofdieLSMS are; ® 
its multisector des^ allowing fortfae anafysis of determinants of various outcomes; (n) mudi smaPer sacqiies 
leading to a ftxms on data quality lailier dian quantity; (S) the intensive use of personal conqiuteis at all levds 
of operations, leadii^ to qiidc data ava2aldi^ and better quafity control; 0v) ^ fiexiinfi^ and adaptaixBty of 
LSMS quesdonna i res to confonn to panjcuiare haracter isacs and ptfey needs of (fiSrent countries. 



It must be noted, however - and tins poinr ■will be finther explored at a later pxjint in this rqxjrt - that 
the LSMS experience has been adapted Warn, countries, in tfi&rent modalities: questionnaires have been 
mocfified, droppi t ^ questicms and/or modules or sEghtfy charge dieir content to ad^ to particular 
drcurnstances in each country. Modules may have been dropped altogether, thdr level of detail may have 
varied ortfa^r msy have been Enked to odier surveys qipfied in die oouotiy, maximiring econoiiBes of scale in 
sanqiie design and fidd operations. 



hi some countries, die LSMS also had to &ce finandial and human restxiroes cfifficuldes amOar to the 
ones that had previousty affected Labor Force and hicome-Expeadituies Survq^. As a residt, the rdadve 
success of the LSMS in difie rent countries varies widdy and, in of an overall assessment of the 
thcffou^mess of its tt^cs coverage, the mere replacement of Labor Force and Income and Expenffitures 
surv^ for the LSMS should not be seen as an automatic guarantee ofbetter quality data or of susahiabifity of 
the information, although in most countries it generally means a wider coverage of topics. 




CASEN-type surveys (Encuesta de Caractoizadw Sodoeconomica Nadmial) aD 

survey eqjenences based on the Quiean expenence of die Encnestas de Caractaraadda Sodoeconomica 
NadonaL Ibe iinpiementation of the CAS]^ b^aa In Oak in 1985. CASEN dzSss fiom the LSMS in 

that Ic purpose is direcdy policy-idaled, afkcdi^ the scope of its questionnaire and its san^e dame and 
deg»g" The CASEN was axaceived as an instrument u> measure the retSstrSudve iirqjaa of sodai 
expeirdimres aid to evaluate currew sodal piT^tarns, ddemamiig die next stqis of these programs as wdl as 
(Xinedions and atgustments in ihdr course. 

IMuotdy, CASEN provides iaformadoa allowng for the dose moaitQiii^ o£ sodai pt^iams in 
ordar to guarantee diat the actual beneSdaries of sodai programs are die segments of the pr^uiation 
pievioudy identified as dte primary fiicus of soda! expeorfitures and fst^rams: ”La Encuesta CASEN 
amstiti;^ una in^nante faeixamienta para la evaluadon y ei (fiseno de poldcas sodales. Pennite mecfir d 
impaao monetaiio que tmne d gasto sodd y bs di&ientes progtamas sobie los <&ainr<» estiat(» de la 
pobladdo. Pennhe veiificar s los dferentes pr ogt ama s estai e&cdvamente Oegando a 1 <k gnq»s ^ se ban 
definido ccano benefit^os^ (MDEPLAN:1992). 

Tire CASEN is also more ’’targeted": its quesd o naa i re covers in detail die poHdesaad social pit^rains 
implemented by the govensneot and hs saripie fimne and des^ are rqnesentadve qfdie nitons and sodo- 
economic groups who are die expected ber^daries of d»se pdides and pn^iams. Hie CASEN has bem 
inqileniented every two years since I98S. it seems that its stiat^ role as the mstniment to nxnatcn- 
goveininent sodai prt^iams and expenditures gives it more insdtutianal suppot and strei^ dan the avera^ 
support ttadidcHial programs of faouseixdd surveys receive, bdrtental^, dm same type d saj^xat is provided 

tn the Jamaitgn veiaoa of the LSMS. wfakh was also riarigned and imptemanted as an nwmimenf tn mtnitor 
dte inqaa of government soda! pc^es. 



\Vhen one looks at aO the (fi^ient types of surv<^ desotied diove, the idea diat comes to iimd is 
that of a oHidouum in wdnch Labor Fotce^type survqrs twuld be at one end « purpose - wdiSe LSbiK 

and CASEN-type, becau se of die h^l^ imitated and istendated rqpoach m the deferent a^iects they 
iaves%ate, wi^ be at die other end. To a certain actent, the surveys analyzed m dns report tvl be located 
along dns c o nrinmim aldwugh mc»e heavily ccmcencaeed in its nmi-sectkm. Few surveys are stiicth'^ LdxH- 
Fmce-oqte aid not niany are ISMS or CAI^N^pe in their purposes, ^ least not yet 
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Chapters 



HOUSEHOLD SURVEY PROGRAMS IN LATTN-AMERICAN AND THE 
CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES: AN OVERVIEW 



The surveys analyzed as the basis for this s4ection are summarized in Tables 1, 2 and 3 (ANNEX 1). 
Table 1 depicts the situaiion in each counoy for 'which there is infon n a tion r^arding the aspects mentioned 
above. Table 2 provides an overview of topics coverage £>r the countries. Table 3 armrmri^t^ the type and 
quality of sodai indicators that can be constructed with data horn these smv^. 

This chapter b^ins whb a description of the available infonnation on housdiold surveys in T^tin 
American countries summarized in Table 1 and an oudine of the categories used in the report to dassify 
household surv^ in Latin American countries. It then proceeds to an overview of the activity of Latin 
American countries in the area of household surv^ trying to identify, in each case for 'whidi infonnation is 
availabie, strengths and weaknesses of the survey instruments to tfotain timdy, rdiable data for the 
construction of social indicators and for the analysis cf livit^ contfitions. 



3.L The LivaitOfy of Existing Surv^ 



Infonnation was t^dated on housdiold surveys in aH Latin American cmnaries, aoept for the 
Bahamas, containing rite most recent mformarion foui^ for each cmmtiy. For some cmmtzies not all the 
infoimarion needed for the table was available. Table 1 provides infonnation <m: 

(a) the date oftbe most recent pcqsulation census for eadtcounny. 

(b) infonnarion cm Permanent ffousdiold Surveys; name of die survey, insriturion le^xmsfole for the 
surv^ idamm^ and £dd cqrerarion, fype(vri]sher Labor Foroe;M]ltQnirpose, livirig Standards, etc.) 
and dme survqr was andat^ the fieipjency and coverage of each surv^, the sample size and last year 
for windi data is avi^bble, infon n a t i on on qredalnp&iles that acc o ogi acy the survey. 

(c) infonnation on Income-Brpenthture Surv^ name^ date, fiequeccy, instituticm r esp on^l e for the 
survey plantm^ and field opeiadon, and coverage. 

(d) information on other relevant surv^ done in the country, fike demographic surv^ nutrition 
surveys, population aixi hcHisi^ sorvqrs; etc., ind;?dmg; name of die surv^, date, die sanqrie size and 
hs coverage. 

In general tenns, in 'what refers to the definitions and the calvaries used in this table to classify the 
d ife en t surveys, die following ^fies: 

Hcmsdidd Surv^ were dasafied aoconfiig to whether they were permanent surveys, income- 
expenditures snrv^ or other rdevant surveys. W idiin dm first cat^oiy 'we included all die ixxisdioid 
surveys that 'were part erf a program of ^cnestas Pennanentes de Hogares: Laixn* Force-Type Surveys 
(LFS), Multiparpose Household Snrveys(MPHHS) and CASEN-type or LSMS-fype surveys, whenever 
diey riiow some degree (>f conrinui^ and institutiona&zati(». 

(a) Permanent flonsehold Surveys typically indude annual biannual or quarterly household surveys, 
deriring in scope, content and sanple fiame and design fiom Labor Force Surveys. In most cases, 
they are part of a pro gr a m ofEncustas Pennanentes de Hogares and in some countries the p rog ram 
may have been intemqned during certain periods, fiequency may not be so regular aid data 
processor may be slow, strong affecting the availability of recent information. However, these 
programs 'were origpially conceived as permanent and r^ular. 
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Pennaneat HooseiioM SnrvQ® •were also dassfied acasdiiigto ■wfaediath^ were Labor 
Force^ype Surveys, Moltipiiipose fious^dd Siirviq^ LSMS-^^ Surveys or CASEN-^?pe 
Surv«g?s. Ihe da^caaon of survqrs as LFS •wBI be restricted to household surveys with almost 
exdusive emphasis on En^loyment, Unemployment and htcome Variables, tl»se in which 
demc^r^isc and social vari^les (age^ gender, schooSi^ etc.) are to a tnintnBnn and are 
^nerally used oufy to provide some "veiy basic characteristics of die La^ Force. Sirvtys •which 
ware originally conceived as LFS but -windi tfarou^ioat the years incorporated demographic and 
social •variables, either throi^ modules or supplements, were ciasrified as Multipurpose Hbusdiold 
Surveys. 



The aaegacy Mubqnirpose Household Snrv^ conpises all diose household surveys 
•vrincfa, ahhn ngh oi^nal^ deseed fiirthe measurement oF Fmpif >y m<>nt/ r Tnemp loyment^ Ihconie and 
the characterisdcs of die labor fiirce, have incorporated social ard demc^rafdBc topes to a greamr 
extent than the tiadidonai Idxir force surt^. These fo{^ ni^ ii^ude education, housii^ health, 
foniSty, internal migrancm, and re^nd^ •wiS not be rearioed to the eomiCHincaliy active 
populatian. 



(b) liicome>£xpa»fitoresSuivq^compi^ all boosdiold surveys •winch are done on angular 

basis, usually every five to ten years to measure fomiiy mcome and expemfitures. One pecufiar 
characterisdc of Income'fxpenAtures Surv^ is that diey are more spaced in dme and, because they 
are expensive qieratioiis wdddt require a lei^thy piamm^ and a acdviiy of data 

cdlection, duy tetri to be done at mudi more irregular intervals than the penn aa en t housdioid 
surveys. 



Analysis tos ^»«nm that fr^merflgtin rc nr pfwitf in nft ma ii s of income and eaq i en d tates Survey 
are mexe fiequent than canediadons and postpanements of rt^olar peemaaent household suive^ 
pardcuiarly because the lES b a lei^diy cosriy qisradon •friadi requites avaMaBty of financial 
tesouices. Aidioufih,ideaIfy,lidxs-forc&Q?pesurvqrsshouMh3vedjeir(piest»Binrirecmaojt, sample 
sze and qierat k a ia l procedures periocSsiy revised and updated, tUs is usually imt done. In most 
countries, labor force surveys use the same ques tionnai re fiom one year to the iKXt and, if resources 
are scarce; be inqilemented wid) nmmr updat^ at loi^ mtervah^ in d» trahm^ of interviewets, fix- 
instance. Tins is not the case with inaxne and eiqiendbiires surveys. are a m^tx' opecadtxi at 
kx^intetvris and always require m^updath^ofdeqfimsthxmaire in <xder to account for new 
items and c ^tan KCs previously dc t e i ^ e d tn Inii h iT a ‘ A H ii;ii' and espendinires patterns. Incom^^ 
egqieiriitures surveys cannot ctxmt on just die availabie team of interviewets who ap;^ the 
questi on n a ires of r^ular survQr pr o grams and require, tterefixe; the leauiiii:^ and t rainii ^ of 
inrerriewera ffl a process very soi^ m what ocems at the tiro of population censuses. 



In adefidem, incomeHsqientfituies surveys are mosfy used to update die GPI base. As sudi 
they need to be coirpIeiiKOted by Ptxnts of Purdase and Product Sped&adon &irv^ trisdi add 
even inore strain to the costs of the suiv^. Hnaify, their data m^ gemiate pi^dcai stress in economic 



(c) Tire category Other Rdevant Surveys indudes aS bousdreid surveys done in a g^ven 

country <m a nonijermairent, mm-regular, mxt-^stemadc basis. IK&neatiy fiom Sfieaai Moddes 
bdofw, the baric cha ra c tag tic of these surveys is that diey are sdFcamaioed enddes: diar sample is 
usua% desired indqrendemiy fiom the sample derign of dre permanent bousdxjld suiv^ coDcqAs 
used nsay be -very (fi%rent fiom the ones used in pennaneot surveys, there is no inidal {te to rqifit^ 
it at certain intervals, and in a great numb er of cases drey are planned and in^iememed by agencies 
odia than tire Central Starisdeal Offices, paidculaiiy by NGOs. 
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(d) 



The cohoon covering Special Modules, <m the contr ary , indicates tihose cases in winch 
additional modules or stq^lementaiy questionnaiTes on special topics are tied to the regular pennaneot 
housdroid sotv^ both in what refers to sanrple fiame and anrf mn «yriiai integration. 

Although in most cases they ate not done on a regular baas, those modules a^ supplementary 
quesdotmaires may be rqreated fiom trme to time in order to provide information fer comparative 
anafysis. Not many countries make use of special modules: Brazil and Colombia to h^ used 
Spe^ Modules and Supplements on a r^ular baas at least until 19S9. Argentina, Costa lUca and B 
Salvador appear on the ^le as using them, although not many details ate ioxrwn at tins poim ofthdr 
coment, feequenqr, etc. 

The investigation of social and demogrtqrhic characteristics can be done eidier throu^ special 
quesdons in the main quesdonnaiie;, special modules widnn the quesdormaire or spedal siqiplemeats (addidonal 
quesdonnaires) added to the main quesdonnaire. It is not necessary liat these mc^es or sapplaaeas be done 
at regular intervals to diaracterize a muhipuipose household survey. However, to be characterized as 
muMpuipose, a household survey must regulaify use modules and/or si^lemeots to invesdgam a lazger scope 
of demographic and social variables than the ones stricdy related to the labor ferce and Tmicr do so fer other 
population groiqrs and not just the labor feice. 

Household surveys composed of int^rated modules based oa. The Worid Bank's living Standards 
Measurement Surv^ modd and introduced in the countries tfarou^ Worid Bank fentfing and terfimral 
support were classified as LSMS. Tlx>se surveys based on the experience of die EncuestadeCaiacteiizadra 
St^oeconomica Nadonai were dasafied as CASEN. 



3,2. An Overview of Activities in the Area of Honsehdd Sorvcys in Latin American Coontries 



All Latin American and die Caribbean countries, 'nndi the excqition of Haiti and Guyana have some 
form of institutionaiized housdiold survey. Guyana has had one round oftfaeLSMS in 1992-% oondnaedby 
The World Bank. 

Most regular prog rams of Housdiold Smveys in Latin American countries were nntiated between 20 
and 30 years ago; Barbados (1975), Bolivia (1970), Brazil (1967), (Me (1973X Coloirdna (1970), Ecuador 
(1969), Jamaica (1968). More recent p rogr ams indude Belize, Costa Rica (1987), Dommican Republic 
(1991), Pent (1985). In some cases, however, the p rogr ams had a slow start, with loi^ intervals stre tchii ig 
becwasn surveys, Ske in Ecuador. 

■Mo9 acdviQr in the area of household surveys in Latin American countries ( mdudnig population 
cenaises, labor force surveys, muitqiurpose faousdmld surv^ etc.) is corducted 1^ government agencies, in 
most cases by die Central Siatiaicai Offices of each Larin American country. In some cases, suppon fiom 
outside agencies such as the AID, PAHO, The Worid Bank aiKi die IDB, has h^ied countries to hmrease dieir 
insritutional capacity to {dan and cmidua household surveys ami to anafyze household survey data. This 
siqiport, however, is sriO moaly geared to the gov ernmental ag e nd es in cfaaige of the ixxiselKiid surv^ 
0 {)eiarions. In smne cases siqiport was given to a {dvate mganization, sudi as Cuanro S to conduct ^ 
L^S in Pern, whidi was implemented vddi finan^ and tedmical suppon fiom The Worid Bank and die 
IDB (for a Spedal module). 
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Sample Frame and Poputatifm Tensus 



Populatitm censuses usually {HOvitte tibe fiaim from wWdi the saanfAes for iiousdic^ surv^ are 
derived. Table I shows dm most Latin American countries have done one pqjulation census m the last ten 
years. The exceptions are Haiti , where the last pt^nilarion census was done in 19S2, Su rin a me ; where the last 
population census was done in 1980, Ckmemala and Nicaragua vtdnch bodi conchicted population censuses in 
1 995. Of the rem a inin g countries, there is no infonnatioa avanlafafe about the date ofthelaapqxrlation census 
done in Barbados. In 16 camuies the most recent census was done between 1990 and 1993. 

However, dte frequency and die rime-interval between cenaises are not always maintained. BraadTs 
1990 census was postponed to 1991, making a decade interval of 1 1 years, instead of 10. Guatemala's previous 
census was done in 1981 (a fourteen-year interval to the {teied 1995 census). TheOtmnmcanRiqnMchada 
popularion census in 1993, 12 years a^the previous one; done in 1981. 



Predomhmit Type ofRousdiold Survey Syste mc in T jmn American Ccnmtries 



LFS and Muldfwrpose Househdd Surveys have prevailed in most Latin' American countries until 
now, in ^rite of insrituriond (frSculries and ofien scarce financial and human resources. Cthkisms to these 
surveys have en^hasrod that difficulties in dieir fretpenqr and get^ttqdac coverage make diar use in pc^ 
forcBilarion md mcmhotii^ very (fiffiadL \fost survqts m Larin Ameikaii countries are predonmantty urten, 
and ofien cannot be <£s^gr^ted below State or Province levds. Furtimicoie; the posqx>nement and/or 
canodlarion of mr^ iterations fike rise Deax^rapUc Censuses prevents the r^ular iqidariig of their sanqile 
ftarne and design, mak^ them untdiaMeinstnirnents to be used in pdcy-roakn^ 

In adffirion, LFS and h&ihqiutpose HHS have beoi, for (prhe aloi^ rin» iiow, cdricazed for the fitrie 
CTtpi^daringofqiffistionnaaeoonEent and data procesaigtedinok^fiysifostanrive reductions and cuts in 
nainh^ pro^mns for intenriewers (with hs result in^aa on data quaSty and for freqims 

in rite release of data to ri» pul& (catirii@ data to be d)sda» and of fitrie use when fic^ rdea^ and for 
oteoiete and/or rigid methods of rij gw mir m p tyn and ar no analysis of data, particuiaiiy fi>r pc&y- 
inakh^ purposes 



Insritutional Weakiffiaes 



Mary of fliese problems ate a consequence of insritutkmat tfifficuhtes. Scarce fitandal and human 
lescxo^ have caused cennal starisrical cAxs to cro st amly lag bdund in contest update as weO as in the 
modenrizarion of qietarianai procedures wiridi could bene&fimn tedmok^^ immwarioos. Time se e m s to 
be a geneial consensus rim, in scnne OT mos Larin Ameikan countries, riiese proUems deqiened as a result of 
riie strucunal atfusmient aid riie piibfic sectcr criss in the 8(^ when pubEc seaor refim (or a ttem pts to 
promote it) led to insritutkniai diScuiries ami budget cuts ^Mridi fiirther faindened dm hnpkancntarion of 
household surv^. 

Argentina and Brarii are exangiles of this. % T-arin American standards both are ”ikh” countries, 
countries with iaiger and more coinfdex ectHmtnies aM higher tedmical capady than most sindier, poorer 
Larin American countries. However, riiey are also countries in which the neil to assign top priority status to 
maaoeconomic pofides to in^on and the ptfoBe deficit left fittte c»r no nxnn fis- m vestm ent s in the 
quality of starisrical data. In rim case of Brazil for instance, the 1994 housdmld survqr had to be cancded 



•-•CEPAL 1983: 4-23. 
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because iunmTesouires available bad to conceno^tefiiQ-tiniem data processiogaDdanafyas of ^ 1992 and 
1993 bousdx>id surveys. The Income-Expen&uies Surv^ only bad finanriai resauces to oov^its planntng 
stages and was, therefore, indefiniteiy posqtoned from its ori^nal expected data (1992) 

Suriname, at the opposite ade of the scafe, presents pedaps the most extreme example ci the 
obstades that can arise to itnplemea a p rog am of ixxisebold sorvi^ The country tmpkimentg bousdtold 
surveys on a quarterly basis. The san^ie is around 1,000 hou^boids, with a re^>ODse rate of around 50%, 
which is extremely tow. Because the last census was done in 19S0 wlacfa the res^ were only pubEdied in 
1992 and ended up being bigi^co^trDve^siai'^tiKre is no rdiablebasistousefortfaeupdath^offoesanqrie 
fiame. The updadi^ of the quesdonnaire was done in 1994, on foe baas of ILO t B cnnun wytatimnc ^ 
quesdons about a second and tinrd job were a dded . Btowever, although 1994 is coBeaed, it fate not 

been processed yet for lade of financial resources. Suriname's last locome>jEjq)en(£tuies Surv^, as mendoned, 
was done in 1968-69. Anodier surv^ b^an in 1987 lait was rtot conqd^ed because of of finanpiai 
resources. An aitenqjt to conduct a nrini bousdiold budga survey in 1993-94 was also unsuccess&I ” 



33. Frequency 



The fiequency housdrold surveys varies widdjy. In Argentina, . DeTBe, Domndcan Rqafofic, 
Ecuador, Hc»du^ Vnigaay and Venezuda they are done twice a year. In Barbados, Coiemhia, ^iriname 
and Mexico tfa^ are quaiteriy. In Cotonhia, however, fo^ are done on a qoaitetfy basis ody in tnban areas; 
fiequenQT in lu^ areas is va^le. Da Jamaica, foe r^nlar pn^ram of household suiv^ (IJS-lype) has been 
hnplememed since 1968 and is conduaed cm a quarterly basis. Jamaica, however, has ato been successfidfy 
conducting; ance 1988, foe Jamaican Smvqr tm living Conditions (LSbK-^pe) on an annual basis as 
part offoeLFS system 

dale l aes en t s a somewhat di flferen t case in foat its Bnograma lit^iaiio cte Enenestas de Bbtgares 
(PIDEH) is ctntqtosed of (»e quarterly survey (foe Enenesta Nadmiaii de Empleo; two monfoty surveys (foe 
Enenesta Nachmal de Mano de Obra y Rannneaacion and the Enenesta Oaqaamu^ and one annual 
survey (foe Enenesta Ocnpacional y de Ihgreso). The Enenesta de Caiaeteriradon Socioecondniica 
Nacional (CASEN), however, is conducted every two years. Bt^via, Bra^ Costa Bica, El Salvador, 
Panama, Paraguay and Peru condua annual surveys. Snee 1980, however, Brazil has also been conducting a 
Monthly Labor Force Suiv^ in d metrt^Stan r^ions. 

Dates of survey inqdementarion ate not avaSaUe in aB cases. Amoi^ foe ocxmtties firr winch 
infonna rion is avaiiaUe; ^ Argentina's survey is (kme in b9hy and October whie in Honduras it is done in 
Maidi and Sqrtenfoer. Id Biaziihisdmie in the fiastfa (gaiter cf foe year. In Costa Bica, it is done in Jufy and 
in Panama in August BoEvia, Ecuador, H Salvador, Guaremafa aui Baiaguay have their smv^ at vadahie 



Sdiwartzman: 1995. 

“Aini^ofoer issues, c o n tro ve tsiescancem die resnhs vis-a-vis internal ami extenalinigtation. Thereaie 
Quheadons that dm countiy as a wiicde lost pcpilatioa to iineniadcnai ennsiation arid internal rrugratm changed 
the daaograpbic outioc^ of r^k»s in the countn'. 

hifociDatiai|sovided fay Jaccpcs Anas. 
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3.4. Spectai Modules and OdiarBeievant Sanrtys 



Some cranttries have used — with higier or lower Agrees of connnuiQr — special modules to 
iovestkam sodoKieo3K)gt3phic topics that be of interest to pofi(^ makii^ and policy aaaiysis. Mtiative to 

iocnoduce these mochiks m^ come fiom goverament ageodes, umve r si t ie s <xr ^ledaHsts mterested in 



The p<»ential of facnisdioid surveys to gather ad£tional mfbnnation on t<^cs odier than the ones 
were oiiginaliy intended to cover varies widdy as a result of dieir san^Ie des^ a^ fiammg. In the absence of 
surv^ ^>ecific3% designed to cover sodo^iemograpMc aiqiects of the popuiadoo, however, tratfidonal 
housdiold surv^ have proven to be very usefitl, pamcularfy when prc^nents are aware of die fimitanons 
hi^osed by dieir sample dame. 

Of all Ladn American countries covered in this report, at least Aigendna, Cdondsa, Ccm 
Rica and Ecuador and Jamaica have worked with cote quesdonnaites and rotative ^tedaimodides in regular 
housdidd swv^ prc^tams. in Ecuador, a qredal nmdule cm Health was done in 1990, but no details are 
available as yet Co!ond)ia and Brazi} seem to be the counti^ to have most extesavcfy and wkidy used dtis 
instniment 

Colcmdria's modules are designed to itmasute spedfb topes and issues oi interest for poGi^<makmg 
and are usuali^ revested by other gover n m e n t age n cies, fa the past, these tnodtdes have included Housh^ and 
Tran^xmatiem (1978); Ttanspmtadon (1980); ifau^ (done anmafy since 198^ Feni% (1971, 1972, 
1977, 1978 and 1980>, and fafonnai Sector (1984, 1986, 1989. 1990). 

fa the case of Braai, ^tedal modules were date between 1973 and 1989, with (fiffoent 

Agrees of success, faqiiemented as addiritmal quesdcmnaiies to the whole sanq^ m; in seme cases, to 

a sub-sample of le^xmdents to the main quesriotmaite; diese modules covered: L^r Face and Feni% 
(1973X Race, Occi;pQii(»]al Stmetune and Soda! (197Q, Ifaudng (1977X Heahb (1%1X Educatkm 
(19S2X Labor and Social Security (1983). Fertility (1984X Living Comfitions of ChOdien in Metropolitan 
Areas (I98SX Gmoaoeption, Access to Social Pro^ams and Cmnmunity and Ifaicm Faiticipaticm (1^), 
Social a»i Pofirical Paidt^ a tkm (1988) and Labor Fmce and the Fmma! and In&nmal Lthor Maiket (1989 
and 1990). 

The 1985 survey was (bimtm^'inmetropcfeDitgionsrogailmrinfatinaticm on &vii^ccni(fitioiis <^ 
ddldren and their farnffies, paiticaiariy in the iowio'-incwne groiqts. Tire 1986 survey conasied in &a of 3 
modules, (»e on eadidreizre. The module was qi^fied to a sifa-sanq^ of wtHiien between IS and 54 

yemsofage Ikoa dKained in lire module on Access to Scxaal Ptograns, faiwever, proved to be (f hide use 
considerit^ dre fitde lepesemadveness (f re^XHtses. 



Most Lads American countries have had esqrerienoes in the category of *Odier Rdevant Surv^" 
vririch indiaies noiHeguiar housdioid surveys, usually done (»dy emee; mostly covering health, nutrition and 
demegrgrim aqxicts. Coaiaiy to the r^ular p togt ams of housdxiid surveys whkh ate usuaity implemented 
by dreCenttaiStadsticaiOffii^ and, in a few cases, ly tire MmstrycifPlaiinhg, these other surveys are often 
impiemenred by Non-Govemmental Organizations. Pardculaihr in countries with hide or infiequetitriirgular 
activities in the area of hraisehold surveys, such activities fill in a gg> fix' statistical i n fo tm ari on, particuiariy 
info i maacai cm sodo-demogrgtbic afreets of drepopulaticHL 

SuchisdrecaseoftheEncuestaDemograficay^SaliuLdoneindreDcxsiifeanRepibEcin 1986, of 
the EncuesraNadonaideFecundidad in Ecuador in 19^, oftireNationaiFoodandNutiitiaii&itveydoneby 
PAHO in Guyana in 1976 or (f'dre Rural Soctai and Econcanic Survey also icgletirented in Giyana in 1994. 
Mexico had a National Survey on die htfermal Economy m 1991 and Panama had, aitxng otiieis, a National 
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Survey on Mothers and Qdldren in 1 9S4 and a National Survey of Nutrition in 1980, in addition to a National 
Survey on Matemal-Child Health and Family Hanning, recently done in 1993. 

Pardculariy important are e^q^erieixes 'with the LSMS in several countries. In Bofivia, the LSMS 
experience was us^ as the baas to widen the scope of the labor force'^ype housdiold survey that had been 
implemented prior to 1989. In Guyana, an LSMS was done in 1993 and a 1996 round in under discusaon, 
although the surv^itsdfeamtot be dasahed as insrituiionaiized. Ecuadm'hasbeenctMKiucringanEncuestade 
Condidones de Vida since 1994 (rq^eated in 199S and planned for 1996), based on the LSMS and with 
support riom The World Bank and The United Nations De^opment P r ogr am (UNDP). Mcaiagua conduaed 
an LSMS in 1993 with support fiom The World Batdc and has been (hscussing the pos^nlity of doing a second 
round in 1995. Honduras and Paraguay both have plans tor an LSMS in 1995, with the siq^rt fiom The 
World Bank. 

Panama also did an LSMS in 1983*84 in PananoaGly and the distria of San Mu^ueSto. Trinidad and 
Tobago (fid an LSMS in 1992 and Peru has had 4 rounds of the LSMS, in 1985^, 1990 and 1991, the last 
one under the administration of a private research institute. Venezuda also conducted a Social Survq^ in 1992 
which was origmal^ planned as an LSMS but was inq>lemented in a substantial^ modified form. In BrazO an 
LSMS pQot is under way. 

Of all the LSMS experiences so &r in Larin American countries, the most grtnr»^cefi»i one has been 
Jamaica, where the LSMS is done as a second stage (rf'theirLabor Force Survqr with a guestiemnahe designed 
foT the measurement of q^edfic poiicy/program a^ects of interest tor die Jamaican go vernm e nt and the 
Piarmii^ Minisay. The government's active mterest in uang die LSMS data fir the dedgn and mcmitming of 
social poEdes is probabfy the reason why the LSMS has been so sucoessfiil in that country as conqared to the 
LSMS experience in other countries 

In 1993 Colonfina b^an a new experience widi die CASEH Encuesta de Caracterizadon 
So(3oecon6imca and widi die EncuestadeCafid^de Vida NacionaiydeCafidadde Vida in Bogota. The last 
one in paiticuiar was seen as a natural oatcome ci a series of sttu&s and anai^ ris that had been implemented 
since mid 80s, in an attengitto refine and more predsdy define poverty fines and poverty indicat^ cm the 

bass of a wide set of indicators cm fiving conddons. 

In 1992, in adefitiem to its p r og r am of hcxisdiold surveys and to its plans fiir an Imitated Ifousdiold 
Survey in 1996 lar^y modeled after die LSMS, Paiagu^ conducted a 'Encuesta sc^-; caracterisdeas 
socioeconomicas de ias famifias pataguayas", whh a nadonal sample of 5,059 households in urban and rural 
areas of die country^ 

The nrtpjp-mprirgtin n of ^sedal modules, ahhough not widespread in Latin American countries, can be 
very usefill, pardcuiaiiy in those coumries where not mudi scxaal rnfimnatiem is availaUe tfancH^ the regular 
p rcffl am of housdioid surveys. The defininon at a basic plan of modules to be covered at titular intervals 
could fiO in de gqi tor sodo-econcmnic mfimnadem in many countries. A mqor diawbadc in the 
impiemeaBtion of mwiaies, however, is diat diqr often do ret afiow fiir an integrated anafysis of muit^le 
&ctois eqilainitg poverty and difigrptwiak in sodo-eoaaonac cemditiems, a probiem which can be solved 
throu^ a sample desgn that t^ces sudi needs into account 



Jamaica also ccxnbrnes die inpienentatiem of the LSMS, which is household based, with a iadli^-based sarv-e\' 
in Education, thus covering users and non-users or potential users of educadonai services. 
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3^ HonseiM^ Sarv^ io Latra-Aioaricaa and the Caribbean Countries: Topics Coverage, Frequency 
and Be^ee of Integration in Programs of Surveys 

The aspects aiiich are investigated in household surv^ particuiatiy l^xsr £»ce surveys, and the 
concepts and definitions of the vanables winch measure them, h^ been agreed upon by tte (£&ent 
international oi g a nizaii ons that have stq>poired initiatives to im|dement lunisdidd surveys in meod^er 
countries. Eke the ILO, CEPAL and die nare indusive United netwo± o£ agencies involved in 

devdopment work. Sudt definitions were primanly intended to provide con^iaiainfity amoi^ jfi&rent 
countries and have evolved through the years in an attempt to in pace with ectmomic and socio- 
demographic changes that affia the oiganizarion of labor, income sttucture, and the socao-demc^rapUc 
characteristics of diSferent cxtuntries. 

Consstency, over time, in conrent (that is, defimtions, conceits and cfasaficatkas), geogn^Mc 
coverage and fiequency are inqxntant aspects that provide comparably amoi% surv^. In addition, tiie 
int^ration of difi&rem instruments witimi a same program of sutv^ - vhidi can be nK>sfy'accanqdislffid 
throu^ the use of standard definitions and concqns, die sanre san^e fiame and die sanre geogrqdiic 
coverage • had advantages that go beyomi ccmqsaniiBfity. They riqsesent econotnies ctf^scale in die sense drat a 
much wickr range of aspects can be investigated at n^ular intervals, maximiang the c han ces far better aiul 
more ^ective analyses ^ for conqiarisons between countries and between r^cms w ithin a same country. 



3.5.1 . Basic Ideal Coverage ofTofncs in Fbusdmld Surveys: Input, Access, Ouqmt and Putcome Ihdicatois 

In adtSticm to data cm the charaaeristics of the labor fince and on die snucmre. and conpoation of 
income vdnch fi»m the baas of labor statics, the measurement and analysis <€ £vy cooifitions reqintes 
bousehcdd surveys to provide odbrmation on sevetal social and d£ma«^a|dBC aspects. Hmmsgaad Sanitation, 
Education, Hea’tfa, Fertifiiy, M»tay and Migration are the basm aiqiects which dmuki fimn tte cme of any 
iKHiselKiid survey. Data on Esqienifitures and Consunqition - in fired consunqition are also extremy 
rdevant ance th^ provide an excdbit pnny fi>nhe measurement of inccxne and fisT (hawy poverty Enes. 

Qfcourre the ideal cmoentcifbousdiajdsarv^ is h^bty dependent cm what is beo^ measured and 
fiir what purposes. Their pcttential y tire imi^entenration of efi&ciive systems of social incficators is, (d'course, 
dqpendera on drese streets, hi general terms, as tiib rqreit pranted out eatfier, a trend has been s« in die last 
decade fijr d» nreaaurement of fiving conefitions as wd as fix’ the m c ani to tiii g of social programs and socdai 
mvesonsits. 

Two key issues &ed dss trend: ® to assess basdore sodal coikEticms, particuiariy poverty 

ami sodal inequaE^, idemi^dng target geograihic areas^xpfiation groiqis re beirefit fiom sodal iavesmrems 
and pixigrains; and ® dre need re (htain rdid^e dam re rtmmtcH’ the impact of invesonents arid how ef^ctivdy 
they reach target grocqis. 

In general terms, drese goals can be trandated imo mt&atcss cover the fitting coikStkxis and 
measure the means or tesomxs app&ed to die programs, {streets and sentioes, tow efiectiv^ pregtains, 
projects and servkres reach d» pc^tuMon aid dreir CHiretxne (dre hnirea of programs, projects atttl services cm 
the 'wdl-bdng of die targfi-pc^dation). hidcators can be classified accorcfii^ re the dements and components 
they measure as iipit, access, output and outetMne indkarers (c£ Vos, 1992). This dassificanon can a^^fy 
overall to incficators on sodo-eamonac cemditions in general as wdl as to imficaicxs in ^peciSc in 
which investments and programs are faeavfiy concentrated 

Input indicators provide a measrre of die required finanriat and human resources conditions diat 
need to be met,, as wdl as of baric programs designed fijr the satisfaction of sodo-ecorKxnic needs; they 
mosdy neferto tire institutional ccmditicres fi)r maldig certdn services available at a certain fcvd of efficiency 
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and cover both public and prtvaie spending. At the public spending levd, ii^ indicators bascally refo' to the 
amount of finandal, human and material resources requiied to ddiver certain service^ in the case of education, 
it win refer to a country's expenditures with education, the number of teachers, dassrooms and dasstoom 
niaterial available to .students, etc. In the case of health, the portion c{ the budget allocated to health, the 
number of doctors, ho^hals, k>s{^ beds, etc. 

Input indica tors , however, also cover some basic consSlions at the ptivate levd of fitmiHes or 
households, like the sanitary condhions of households wihdi are essentia] ibr the sustainability of health 
programs designed for the inqrrovement of heahh condidons, the density in housdiolds winch provides a 
measure of the environment in which children reached by educational prog ram s wiD be able to study gnd 
perform their sdxx>l tasks, etc. 

Access indicators measure pineal, material and finanriat cemstraints (or ladt dieieof) to the access 
and useof services and programs by the population gioiqrs they ate intended to reach. Geogia^cal distance to 
school or to a ho^ntal or he a lt h center, financial (fifficultiesonthe part ofthe&miiy to buy the required books 
or the uruforins ibr thdr sdiool-age dnldren, or to p^ bus &es or satsfiy to be aUe to send their kids to 
sdiool instead of nmfing them to work to in order to generate inco m e for die &iiniy ate aQ impo rt an t dements 
to consider when disaissmg education indicators, l^cuides to see a doom’ or nutse^ long waiting fines in 
health centerss expensive preso^ons and the need to jay for ceraan earns may ail.be (fiscoungh^ &ctors 
for some to seek health care when needed. 

Ontput indicators measure the results of mvestments in cenain areas. They measure the results or 
the impact of progra ms and policies designed for the in qi rov ement of fivii^ conditions or for improv ements in 
particular areas fike h eal th , sanitation, housing, education, ptddtc sa&ty, etc. Ovapat mdkatois constructed 
fiom housebdd survey data generally show charges and evoluticm in oviarafl fiving ennrfirinnc of a population 
and/or in certain areas. 

Efitoive intficators will provide efihedve measurements of mpovements or deterioration in fiving 
conditions overall or in oenain specific areas. ^Vhen ’iDyestLAents, programs and pofides in Education and 
Health, for ingarge; are successfiil, tins should be reflected in die imp r ov ement ofcovetagein^catOTS for these 
areas; fai^ier sdiool enrollment rates, a fagfaer percent^ of sch^-age dnldren in sdnxti, bigbar Bteracy 
rates, hidier averse nun±»er of years of sdioofing for the whole population, a more and knowledgeable 

workforce, etc. as wdl as lower mfont and dnid mortal^ rates, h^ier fife eiqiectancy rates, lower moibicfily 
rates, esc. 

The improvements in conefitions shown in output hnficatms, however, may have an impaa in areas 
that ate not directiy related with tiie ones ts^inafy beiz^ measured. Onscoine indicators measure 
extemafities that go beyond the specific outputs of particular projects and sectors, affecting Other areas and 
improv ii^ ovendl fivir^ conditioiis of the pcqnilaticxL Bmer samtatioa camfitions wifi riiow not only in 
indicators of sanitation coverage ofhousdioMs, but also in healtii intficators, e.g. a decrease in (fiseases and 
deaths resulting fiom poor sanitary conefitions in the housdiolds. Improv e m ents in educatkai may eventually 
afifea fertifity rates a^ even motbidty rates. Together vrith htqnoved healtii ennefitieMiSi, improvements in 
educational comfidons esf a country will certain^ have an impaa on eiveidl pioductiviiy, as a re^ of a better 
ed u ca t e d and he a lthier labor force, ofkss work and school absenteeism due to heaitfa problems etc. 

Input and access ineficators wili measure the dements and means availaUe to provide sodal p r ograms 
and/or obtain soda! services, tdnle ouq»t and outcome ineficators will measure the mme immeefiate (output) 
or more conqirdieosive (outcome) impaa of prog ram s on the wdi beii^ of tiie population. One irigjtt 
consider that educational pofides desi^ied to iigrease tig educationai levd of a ptqn^on (the expeaed 
output) win be based cm prog r am s 'nhidi require the iiqiut of a sufiadent number cf teadiers, schools, sdiool 
books and. in general terms, a certain amoum of finandal resources to guarantee that these elements vnil be in 
place and working properiy fiir the goals of the pre^ram. 
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Hous^oid surveys can be extrem^ e&ctive insouments to obtain indicatois, particuiaify access, 
output and outcome incScators. From point of view, of aO the mod^ of surv^ analyzed in dns rqx>rt, the 

T-^MS is the one that provides the wider coverage of topics at a level of con^enty wfaidi aQows both &>r the 
analy^ ofSvingcotafilitHis in general, the aq>actofpofaHc investments in areas fikieHealdi and Education and 
of tte extemafities of investments in social programs and projects -the impart diat investments in one area like 
Nutrition or SanhaiicHi can have on others. Sire Heahh and Education. The LSMS is more congilete than both 
the G^SEN and tradidonal labor fince surv^ inthat it provides good coverage fi>r the construction of iiqnit 
and output and even outcome indicators in addition to access indicators ‘ ^ 

The analysis the living conditions in any given country requrres infbrmatkHi oh gtedfic sodo- 
geograpMc atuahons (urban and rural livii^ conditionsX rqnesentaiive at d i feen t levds (national to 
stare/province to municqiafi^) at rfifi^reot sodo-demogiapMc les^: at the level of the fiving conditions of the 
population as a whole, attfae levd of fiving conrfidmis of socio-economic strata, of &mifies, as weQ as of sth>- 
gFoiq>s of die pc^julahon, panicuiarfy^ the <mes vdsdi have tracfitionaliy been targa by so^ pofides like 
doithen, youi^ers and women, native populations, etc.. & diould allow fi>r the momtormg andidendfication 
of differences in fivh% cmiditions of ^lecific edmichadai groins and age groups (seiBors, women, chOdren, fiir 
instance), between areas (rural and urban) aid across (fiifoest F^ons within a same country. 

In addidon to provi£i^ i n fon n ari rm fi>r comparativ e axia^^ along the' fines desofted drove, 
housdrold surv^ can be an efSdent source of indronadon m the demand (actual or potential) d>r cendn 
services in the diort nm or in die rua For instance, knowledge abmit trends in ferdfi^ rates, and life 
eaqiectancy rates, are crucial for assessing whedier the welfere ^stem Toay become burdened overtime by a 
analler percentage of contributors, or that there win be an inoease in the demand for certain medicai services 
to care for die dderty , o’diat sdrooi enrofiment rates at the prhnaiy and secondary ievds m^ dnq> (or rise). 

Household surv^ data can assist in accurate^ measuiii^ the actual covers of pubSc services and 
die lag between such covers and the demand for sudi semces: housi^ educatkm, heahh, samtanmi and 
utifides are some c^tbe areas in wUcb inrficatas based on faousdidd survey data provide a ^rod measure 

(rf'rfiSerendals in the access to sirofa services vbicb m^ inqdy rdadve tfifferenoes in fivii^ con£dons amoi^ 
rfiffirent population grcxps. 

Idea%, housdrold surveys diouid provide dam ro cover itput, access and ouqrotin^catois. Im po r t am 
a^iects to be included in household survq's are: 



a) Housing: QiaracterisdcsofdieDwdfing 

The w^ peo{^ five is a ctudai (fimenaon to assess the wdl-bemg a pr^niiadoa In^catots of wd! 

beii^ can be conaructed widi infor m ati on on the {feyskal diaracteiisdcs of the dwdfiigs diere mduded 
aqiects fike ^topexty saxmoa, size in sq. fooG^ an^m-in nunfeer of nxuns and nunfeer of nxnns used as 
bedrooms, type of material used in die exterior and the interior of the dwdfiig, availahility of tap water and 
bathrocHn iiEi^ the dwdfiig. Invesiigatimi diould also cover the source of t^ water, as wdl as die fedfides 



Access iiKfa i nrs are pam'uila ih,' wdl- oovoed in CASEN-ftpe surveys. 

^ The distmctkro between dndliigs arid househdds is a dstmctuai between a physical unit and a sodo-econamic 
and denK^repbic unit The units of un'esdgatkn in housdidd surveys are in fea dwellings, here defined as a 
groups or rooms or a sn^ room occupied by a fainity O' a group of people living together. Theconcqitof 
household implies one femiiy or a groip of people Ihb^ togedier in one dwelling In £tol an addidonai refinement 
can be made if households are d^ned as consisting of oae family or two or mcxe families sharing the same living 
quarters. 








for disposal of dgect,' assessing the connections to pub&c works (pubfic water and sewerage services. In 
aridmnn^ the use of kitchen and bathroom &dSties - whedier their are exdusive of the dwdiing or diaied 
other dwelfings * ate niqxMtant hu&atois of the s ani t ary conditions available to household members. Meaaires 
on the access to cenain services film cookh^ fuel, dectiicity (bodi inside die house and in the streets) and 
telqrhone, to certain basic equipment like cookmg stoves and refi i ge r ators, and to amenities such as tv.., ^ereo 
and radio sets, provide good indicators of rdaiive difi^rendals in the overall weS-beii^ of population groups. 



b) Charaaeristics of the Populanom the Investigation ofBasic Demographic Variables 

These include age and gender, as wdl as ethmc^tadai origin and marital status, the situation of eadi 
individual whhin a given household and/or &mi}y in relation to the head of that unit Dempgr^hic 
rha rarreristics of all members of a housdiold ate es^!«ntfe>l ia die cbaiactsizadon of the population a^ sub- 
groups in the population and howdiese grotqis ate cfisti&uted concemhig each one of the other aqiects fisted 
here (houdng ctmditioiis, economic activities, education, health, ^.). 

In additinn^ the identtficadon of migtatoiy patterns of the population is rdevant fiir the general 
demogi^hic chaiaaerizanon. The information on movements ofthe populadon across areas (rural and urban) 
as well as across and between re^ons, is an inqxrrtant source of idend&cation of foctois afifecth^ the attraction 
and eqruision of po{Hilation. TUs infoimanon is essential for a imire effective planning of size and types of 
iuGasnu cture and social services winch will be needed in adtacticm zones as wdl as of more effective pofides 
to correct dtuations winch rqiresait potential expulskmfoctors in odier areas. 



c) Occupation and Income 

We m^ group diese two tqncs widnn a laris’ one named Econmnic Activities. Infia ma t i on to 
measure the econmnic activities of a given pqjuiatian titouid indutte paiticqiatiaa in econamic activities, 
income derived from economic activities and time qient on diem. They tiiould be fiexSde enough to allow for 
the indusi<» of less conventionai eccnxmnc activities vinch are mrt always stricti^ enqrloyment and m^ be 
performed within die household as wdl as to dt fifere n tiat e die iimctive fiomthe uneixq>lc^«d (who are activdy 
looking for a job), as wdl as to identify underemployment. Tiatfitionaliy, Idxir foice^type iKiusdioid surveys 
cover enqdqyniem inquiring about the man job vtidm a refocerce period of one 'week and smnetimes about a 
secotxiary occc^iatioa In some cases, thereover a reference period of cme 'week for enqilpyinent and 1 month 
for income. The LSMS covers 'die last 7 d^ and the last 12 nmndis in order to get a mme accurate measure 
ofannual household income. Often they also indude search for ajob or for an adihtional job. 

A more accurate picture of the labor force, the movemeats within the labor market should include the 

coverage of d» main activi^ of lespcmdents as 'wdl as of secondary acthtities. A nmre accurate picture of 
income should indude labor and non-Idxir income, fike pensiocs aid benefits, cajntal income, income ftom 
rent, imerest and (Svidends, transfers as wdl as, ofcouise, the conqiositkaiofand amounts in each categoiy. 

As win become dear bdow, traditional labor force surveys are mostly H«^gn<^ vndi urban 
enqiipyment emufitions in nnsd. Household surveys in rural areas, however, reqinre a much difFerent 
questioimaire, allowing the covers of seasonal enqjlpyment, tiie use of land, crop production and 
ownership of fivestock and production, production far hoiKefaold consun^on, structure and ccmqiosition of 
bousdiold income, among otiMis. 
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d) Education 



Education and Sdio<dii^ aie important topes to dimactetize not only tbe Labor Force but the 
population as a whole, provitfing a rdevant measure of tite d^ree in wfaidt a peculation or sid>*group of tiie 
population iss (or eventually acquire) capacity to pursue the means win aEow &r the 
sahs&cnon of other ba^ needs. Because of the role etfaicatitmai levd pltys on aspects Sks the heaMi and 
nutxitionai conditions of a populadoo, in addhion to its rdlatUHi to more striedy econonne acects fike access to 
better jobs and higher inemne, the invest^ation of educationai variables in housdioid surv^ is crucial in the 
chaiacteiizahon of living condidons. 

Housdatid surv^ can be efficient instniments to obtain information albwh^ for die consmtedon of 
iicut, access, ouqjut and outcome imficaKirs in Education Outjmt infficadss to be obtained fiom household 

surv^ indude parddjmitm in the educadona! tystem (enrollment and attendance to school ofpeifonnance 
(grade progresson and Invest grade and levd of educadon cemcieted) and of accessibiiiiy (tbe reasmis wfy 
sub-groiqis of the population who should be attoKiing school - diildr en. for instance- are not). Uteracty rates, 
average years of sdioofiig, adequacy age/grade, and the degree of ffifficulty in tte access to a sdmoJ are son» 
rdevant indicators in tins area. Input indicaicxs win indude private eqienditures with edtKatkm for instance;, 
while output ineficatora inciude sdho(&g rates for the p<cuiadon as a vdide;, for the scimokige pqpuladmi as 
wd! as for particular ^ grotes and tevds. 



f)Heaitfa 



The invest^don ofHieahh in fibusdxdd Surveys typcalty tndudes die mvest^atitm of moilnd^ phis 
access to heaMiservk»s.tiBtHigh the imfest^adontrfihe use of healfli services associated widi an e^^de 
of Shess O’ ipuiy. Ute in Education, die invest^adon of Health shooid indude tk; demand and the supply 
tides of Healdi Cmtdidcms ' Ud provide input and output suficadHs for tbe assessment of Heaitb cmxSdona 
Expendhures widi Healtfa, at the levd of dennesde aod go v eno m ent budgets, avafldSfy mi access3>3ity of 
healdi services should be hives%atod, as wdl as coorindity and die pne&ied type t^care for (fiderent sxxio- 
economic groups. The iovesdgadem (^health in bousdKdd survtys tiiouid inchide incBcatocs to analyze the 
Bnks between healtfa aid weak pt)dimavity,indu<&gienainerad(»i and hetidi and schodpeid«niaiice,diat is, 
indic3nxR5tonieasuretitohiqmafhBaldicon(MonsaawodcandsdxxdpRxluctivity,dieimpaaof tidmess 
and ipuxies on wmk aid s(kd activities. Sudi an invest^atfonshoud also mdukexpenffi&iieswidi heaitb 
services, healdi insurance, etc. 



The assassmenr of health cfflditions tiiould tnchirfft fleets pe rt ain Ttw to vulneraMe groups in the 

population and wisdi are often the target trf’faiblic pdBcfos in the area of Heahk wtanen - patticdaiiy women 
m tfae cMdrbearing years - and dddrea I»e-fiatal care as wdl as bieastfeeffii^ can dramatical redi»» 

dddlanh-Telated womens death rates as wdi as infoot moitaSty rates. Trnmuniraik ai and die knovdedge of 
oral t eh ydr aOCTi tedmiques could reduce the mddeooe of fotal ffinesses and aiiments (jEflbe nreasies, nfoeola, 
diarthea, amoeg odiets) in infonts and sdiookge ciuidren. 

Indamation die degree to witiefa edstiig peddes and fstgrams are readang (fiflereot areas and 
popu la tion ^.otips ts c , ssennal Gordie de si g n of efifec^ve heiilili pmgiaitiiS 



^ An aaahtis uses of iipm aid ooqna edixmiraid indicatars c» be found in Vos, 1995. h is inpestant to 

remind rciders. ixmrrei, that most inpm indicatots are avaiiaUe fiom adzninisDative records and, in this sense, an 
attempt to md« faoosdidd sunw data and adnunistrathe data compatible misiit greatly inq»ove the quality of 
soda! statistics in general. 
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g) Nutridon 



Tirfii rmari nn on the Structure of htxiseboid ejqrenditures with food is rdevant &r agsaggnp 'whether 
basic nutritionai needs of the population or of population sub-groups are being met Nutritional levels 
constitute an important measure, of its well-bdng, particuiariy during in&ncy and eaiiy cMdhood and may 
translate diSerendals in the access of fiirrifies to heaM^ and balanced diets as a result of income; of educationai 
level or of both. Nutritional afreets can be measured through di^rent techniques: 0 the measuremerrt of the 
amvti consumption of foods in housdrolds, matchirig actual consumption to the ideal consumption according 
to age levds. gender, levels of physical activity, etc. and ^ through anthropometric measures. Anthropom^c 
measures are pardcuiaiiy effective and more rdiable than food-based estimates to daermine the rrutridona} 
sranis of younger drildrea 



h) Consumpdon 

Ahhniiph income and expenditures surveys have mos% been used to iqxiaie the CPI we^rts, fiata 
ffom these household surv^ are very use&l for the gmieral assessment of ^ weS-being of populadon 
groiqrs. Data on income and consunqrdon provide a soimd basis to refine the analysis of ^fiferences amorig 
socio-economic arata that are not sol^ based on income bit on the structure of housdibd budgets, an 
expression of diferences in budgeting stratmes cfaaracteiisric of different stages in the fife cyde erf a femily, or 
of (fififerem choices concemh^ the use of income: the ablity of households to isovide fi>r the basic needs, fike 
housrrg, food and dotfaing, of&nilymenfireis, and the di&iences in the chances to provide fiirrecieadon and 
leisure, investments, etc. e^qness sodo-economic (fifferences diat may be indden vdien ody income is taken 
into account. 



3.5.2. Topics Coverage in Housdioid Surveys in Ladn American Countries 
A. An Overview 

Labor Force-type Surveys in Ladn American countries haidfy ever investigate aO the topics deserfired 
above but may indude a 6dr amount of dieia An overview of topics coverage in household surv^ in Ladn 
Ame rican countries is provided in Tables 2 and 3 (Annex). Tabe 2 provides a general infoiinadoa on mqor 

blocks of topics coverage, while Table 3 s ummari z e s dimensioas and ’variables covered 'within eadi major topic 
22 



Bodi tables contain i n forma tion fiom the last existing housdioid surv^ in die regular bmisdioid 
surv^ program in country, 'v^teoeverthe country bad such a pr o g r am . Table 2 {xesems the coverage of 
T Bgitlar pi o grams of household surv^ as a bas^ne picture - or a st a rt ing pahtt of anai^rsis - for Larin 
American countries Tins gives a uidque measure (n dns case; die content of die surveys) to compare 



— The Bahainas. Bdize, Cosm Rica, Guyana. HaitL Mexico, Soiinaiiie arid Trhiidad & Tobago are not indudsd in 
this anah'sis because no questionnaire was available. For Nkatagna, documentation ■was available but not the 

wiaHo tf rfiffintlt tn aecffcc x-ariaMeg inrliirfff Ksfing of hems like frviaing equipment in 

housdioid. expenditures per hems, etc. 



^Inaddition. in the cases ofcountries where supplementary questjonnairesOT modules are r^ulariy done, the 
tabic onh' uses the content of the basic quesdomiaire, concentrating thus on the co m p aiabilily of the structure of 
questionnaires and of the topics co'cered. 
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coumries. Because of the LSMS's wide coverage of tc^cs, vasg infonnarion fiom tfaar inq^ementatioa at this 
pcnnt ira^ ^ve a &]se picture of die sQiadc»i, paitiadariy in Type I countries, wiiere the inddence of LSMS 
experiences is l^er than in the two other types of countries . 

Ja Table 2, in&inatioE fiom LSMS-type surveys was used either when the camcy had no rtgular 
program of bousdioid sirveys or when there was no infiirtnatiooavaiiaide cm sudi program. The excqnion is 
Jamaica: because die LSMS has been a rather successfiii ejqierience in that country and because it is 
institurionaiized and integramdto die operational strucnire of die regular Labca- Force Survey, infiMmadon on 
Jamaica also includes die LSMS coverage 

Table 3, however, uses a (fi&ent ajpxiadi: in adcfidcm to infoimamm cm die covers of the last 
hous^ld survey available for a givm country, it provi^ infCKinaticm on LSMS- or CASEN*type surveys 

coverage of topics tfimenrions covered widsn topes fiir each countiy regardh^ bc»h tte regular 
housdicfid surveys program and an aimmative ot complemaataiy program Bke^ LSMS or CASEN. 

Table 2 shows diat there is not much {fi&ence between Latin American countries with uvular 
p ogr am s of hemsehoid surv^ cramenstg overall tqncs emver^ d regular hcmsdicdd surv^. Uns may 
indicaie that differences betv^ countries win He on didr idadvdy diEfereot innutKmal capacity in the 
fi>nowh^ areas: (a) the rdatrv^ leigdiier OT nmre sunmiarized cxmipositkm of quesdom (xwerii^ eacdi tope; 
(b) dm fiequency and dm^ness of dam csBecdon and ptxesst^ meatm^ tite of countries to keep to 

didrsdiec^e^housdie^survej^cqjeradQns, both fram the pen view of fidd c^ieradaiis and fiom the 
point of view cif data pnocesst^ ciperadons; (c) the ccmsisteticy and qua&y cd'data otoiW 

The anafysis of dm sunreys pt^ to sonm degipe of condarion between holies coverage, fiequency 
and tbe d^ree of integradon ctfsurv^inapn^tmMoieintegraiedsarvqsfikeiheLSMSaiidCASEN- 
type are also dm rams widi the most extensvB (xweiage oftpBcs. FiapiCQcy i^ahv^ been a prdiiem, but it 
seems to have a nmre dramau c tmpaa in countims p rogr am s are x»t ia t ^tae d aiai when incrane* 
Eiqpeoditures Surv^ are done at kn^intovds. 

On the other hand, dai^ in the extent to wi^ aO basm vai^iles in a tc^ wete covered are very 
cxmimon mtbe surveys analyzed. Most ofien, chatges are deme in an attenqn inpove data qua&y and tqnc 
ooverage. bi some cases, however, changes result fiom the need to shorten questkmnair^ shorten 
interview dine aid nmet budgeraiy constrdms fiir opeiadcmd redvides. 

If we analyze the core of Labor Force Surveys in Brazil and Colondna, fi>r instance, we wiO find out 
that dmy are not much d iferen t fiom the average baussbold survey - IdxH* fiHC&4ype - in Lada American 
cramtries. In dl dm countries analyzed in dus rqmrt, dm ba^ structure is t^ same: demogiapinc 
charaaerisdcsofixmsdicMnmtnbers.chaiacmiistmsofdmdwd&^cieraaerisdcsoftfaeLdxirFrace. O^aO 



Bexause the LSMS covers^ of tcpics is ntther extensive aid intensive;, dm countries tri«e dm LSMS was done 
at least emee, wewid qipear cm dm as havisg 3 good ^rstem in what refits to topics covers in most cases, 

however, dm LSMS implementatum m such countries has &ced problems and either dm L^IS was hptetented 
onK'cmce cay even iriiensewgdrannds were done, dm sanwtrasaeverreidlyeiflfeccvdK’instmitionalped. 



- By dm sanm tejmn, dm tabte at this |Knnt does not cemtain mfonnattem on dm coverage of CASEN*type surveys. 
On dm erne hancLc»h~Cbik and Ccto^ia seem to Imedus experience insr imticmalim i On dm other, dm m^ 
purpose of CASEN*npe sarveis is not to provide general sociaL eocncmiic and demographic indicators ibr sodo- 
eccmcaaic assessments but, rather, to serve as an instrnment to measure the redistribnmeinqiact of social 
e;q)cnditures and m eveioare sexaal piDgrams. pioiiciing informadem for the cicise momtoiing and taigedng 
adjustments of social programs. 
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the topics that should ideally compose a balanced average housdioid survey, however. Education and 
NOgration are die only ones invest^ated on a more systematic ba^ in most countries in the main bocfy^ of 
surveys. 



In general terms, housdioid surv^ in Larin American countries cover the tiaditionai aspects included 
in Labor Force Surveys. Seldom are they as extensive in coverage as, for instance;, the livii^ Standaids 
Measurement Survey. Health, Nutrition and Consumptian are investigated in veiy few countries, usually 
countries with at least some LSMS eiqierience. Most of die countries usually indude some covera^ of a^iects 
like housing sanitation and ed uc ati o n. Even 'vdien diey do, however, the covaage is not as extenave and 
detailed as it would be desirable, as the remainder of tins section shows. 

Labor Force-type surv^ in Latin American countries ofien laok the desired geographic coverage 
to be rqiresentative of both rural and urban areas; often lade die desired minimal coverage of topics to 
make them e&ctive instruments in the assessment of overall livitig condidons in countries; ® oden lack the 
desired in-dqith coverage widrin tojncs to make diem useful in the nuasuiement of eadi of the (hmenaons to 
be included in the anal>^ of hving standards. Although Ihcmne-Expendituies Surveys were not analyzed in 
this section. Table 1 shows that, in most countries, their fiequency is very irr^ulsr’. 

If we look at surveys striedy dom the point of view of topics coverage; countries vdsch in^iememed 
LSMS-^tpe surveys present a wider coverage of tcpcs in die surveys di^ inqilement, even in the cases where 
the LSMS questionnaire was not fiiQy implemented. This is die case in Bolivia, Jamaica, Mcatagua, Peru, 
Venezuela. Li these oountttes, with the exoqitiQn of Jamatea, problems m^ arise dom dt&tent foctois like 
geogr^faic coverage, iqnesentativeness of dma and dequeocy of In^emsntadcMi. 

On the other hand, countries with a solid traction in the inqilementadon ofLabor Faroe Surv^ like 
Brazil, Argentina and Ikugu^, for instance, seem to be the mtes where tt^acs coverage is the least extensive 
and where housdioid surveys enqdiastze almost exdusivefy measnements of die labor force and the labor 
market. In these countries, however, institutional c^nd^ and bah-in knowledge and experience with 
housdioid surv^’ tolerations may provide a sofid basis iqxm which to esqiand the topics CO. eta^ of household 
surveys. 



Institutional capacity seems to be weaker in die smaller countries fike Barbados, BeSze, Domirncan 
Republic, Ecuador, £1 Salva^, Guaremala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Panama, Par^u^, Peru, Surinanieand 
Trinidad & Td»go. As pieviouriy mentioned, some of diese countries m^ have iniptenented LSMS-type 
surv^ but at an irr^;u]ar dequency and dreunsetfoed geogttqihic coverage. At drst g^ce, Paraguay may be 
at a sfi^ advanta^ as c onyar ed to the other countries due to the inodementation of die Enenesta de 
Caracterizaddn Sodoeconomica de ias Famffias Far^nayas. Ifowever, in dns case; as in ar^ othem in 
which surveys were outside Statistical Offices, the countries do not benefit Horn the extremely 



relevant contribution smv^ inqiiementation can bring to tnsdturion-buiitfii^ The mstitutionafizatian of the 
Paiagu^ SES w^a gready conofoute to an intprovexneat in the country’s capadQr in the area of housdioid 
surveys, if the reqxmsinBty d»- its inqtiementadon is tiansforred to the Statistical Office and the lessons learned 



The inqilementation of surveys on sodO'-econonBc characteristics of the housdiolds/’&mifies 
rqnesents a m^or inqnovement in the system,pf soda! statistics in countries like CUie and Cdoodna. like die 
Paraguay SES, the CMe and Colondna CAS^ are narrower in scope than the LSMS. CASEN-type sorv^ 
are oriented towards the nximtoring of target groiqis in social p rogr am s than towards the measurement of 
Ih^ conefitions. However, they provide essential information on bousdidds and femilies windi goes b^remd 
labor market and the work force-related a^iects and allows for die monitoimg of social |Hogr am s in diese 
countries. 
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Most survey aie often not con^sarabie over time or aooss axmtries. Faitiadaify in wfaat re&m to 
conqjarainBty of indicatois between countries, coverage of topics and wiftnn tqcte varies naddy. A desaiied 
Gst of aspects to be induded in faoiKelicdd surv^ patricui^ when tb^r are oqiected to measure fivixig 
^andarris, wil be provided in the final secdon of this rqKHt Geneiai reoomrnenrfarions for aH countries here 
analyzed, however, indude: 

(!) because PopuMtat Census provide the basic infonnarion for sanqrie fiame and sampie in housdioid 

surveys, these should be the first priority in ccxintries. Cointries in wMdi Population Censuses have been done 
regularty, ^K»ild proceed to iminove their qierafional and procesang a^ieas to make them e&ctive 
insirumms in the plantring of ih^r^ular program of hcmsdiold surveys. Improvem ents should indude socio> 
ecooranic characreriaks cm whicdi an e&c^e sodo-economic strafificafion of the sanqrle cxst^ be designed. 
The design of the census opeialkm ttsdf should indude the ctmcem with mddng the infor ma ti on obtained 
useful in the mote effective design of sauries ftarhousdroid surveys. ^ 

fn) as a second stq>, intra-country conq>arisoa across r^ons and over time diCHild be ptioritimd over imer- 
counmes compaiiscm. Surveys ^mld be r e|gesen iafi ve at rim nationai levd, fiir rural and urban areas, fin* 
r^ons, states or provinces, capitals and metiqpofitan areas. la adsfirion, cfepending cm specific needs of 
information, {mrticulaiiy concemit^ infon na tkm fta' imScy-makh^ and evaiuaricm purposes, sub-segments fike 
dries wtrinn one or sev^ popuiatkm ranges riiould also be rqpreseoted in rim sanqrid. 



^ a bade tevd (£ geographic coverage and iqsesemariveimss (natkmal, utbatvhna], states and/cn provinces, 
inetcopofitan areas and/OT dries widt pc^xjJarion over a cenam lec^ shodd be agreed upon. Agteernerit dmuki 
also be firsteied cm rim nanimum fiequency and dm te&neoce periods surveys cover, as wdi as on rim 
minimum laitriber ci tapks and a^mets widiin to(acs to be coveted vimn inter-countims coiqoarison is at 
stake. By a nnmnum nuofoer cffim&atots to be covered narioowide arid rim variaUes to cover rimm, 

and agreeh^ upon a c omm on set of ccmcqits to define these vaiiriiles, countries wmiU be ai^ to provide 
i nfi m t na ricmfiM'inter-<xwntriesc o nqi aris aawMe, at rim sainetinm, r n ainiai iB iig surveys as efeajvetnsmimeots 
ro nmasuze ^mtsfic a^mets whtdi m:^ difier fitnn country to countty. 

Both intra-councy and inter-countims cemiparisons Q^it benefit ficmi a sdmdule of cover:^ of topes in 
wfafoh ceitain ftpes cemid be covered annu^, while otbers every two yeais. Demcpapisc ( inciu a Bng 
Mtgiaficm, FeirifiQr and Infip Mortality), Houdng, Bducatkm, Labor and Iimoiim; mid Heairii aspects rixmld 
be invest^ated every year. Variable Education and Hsalrii £»* rim popuiatkm as a whole rimuid indude 
carnage of access to services aiKi expencStures. In miftioii, a summary schedule of ejqmnfituies and 
consumimon type, quantity and amount per item) fiir food, hou^ and n an q x i r t a t i cm tofiom 
sdme^wtHk Food cxmsumjmcm rimukl inchide 10 ^ at h(^ and outride. Reforence peiiocis fiir ft)od rimuid 
be the wedc and, for taaspanadan, eiriier rim wedc or rim pievioas 15 days. Uidess Imuseixdd surveys are 
used for the assessment of targeted programs fiywcanenaiKicMdren, coverage of aspects fike nutcitkm and 
access to prenatal cate could be done every two years. 

(v) in the case of countries wtidi choose to inqdenmnt LSMS-type survtys, the rngdementariem eff modules 
riiould also be assessed on rim basis ofrim needs fiy in for mation, foad^iion, assessment could be made of rim 
fea^nfity of urii^ data fiom rim LSMS to st fo stinae for bmtmm-Expendhures Surveys, paiticuiariy in rim 
cases mwtfch rim LSMS is beitgirppleinented on a r^ulariy basis. Tins teoomn ienc bit ion ,^beita iHtrwgsi al, 
results fiom the dfficuhiescautitries have in implerneraiirglES. 

(ri) in rim case of coutmms wUdi eiqme:! to use housdioid survey data to measure rim impact of government 
p ogr am s, as sess m en t should be made ofthefeasiM5tyofdei%nit^ a rpiesriotmaiie winch condnnessodal and 
demograpinc variables with more ^pedfic varidiles to measure piogimn hiqiact 



“cf. CEPAL 1983: 37 
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(vii) household surv^ rfata cannot r^iace administrative dam. Combined, they can provide effective 
information for die momtoiing of sodo-economic concfidons and living standards. In some cases (infant 
mortality, access to education, access to health care, for instance) they can provide efifactive checks to 
adimnsaasxve records and a good measure of bow efifecdvely public services are being ddiveted, of what 
groups are not receiving them and the reasons why. 

Discussion on the implementation of social statisncs should, therefore; consider die present needs for 
improvement in systems of admimstrative data and how this m^novement can be efifecdvdy acconqilished. 

(viii) technical support to countries interested in improving their systems of housdiold surv^ diould strongly 
<»TnphagTye the pToviacHi of suppoTt in insdtudonai strei^tfaening. Sustamability of rhanong jn die long run, wiO 
be highly dependent on each counnys capacity to continue the progr am afier technical stqipott ends. To 
ensure continuity, countries prefects pres s e d to the ISLC Pit^tam initiative diould sdiafaile pr ogr am 
implementation in two stages. The fast, active stage, would indude the technical sig^it during the redesign 
of the surv^, faom the definition of what the program of surv^ win consist of to die definition of operational, 
data processing and dissemmation of information aspects. Gmdnuity ofthe p r ogr am could be ensured widi the 
incorporation ^ a second stage in whidi technical visits to the country would be sdieduled at r^dar intervals 
so as to provide tecfanicai support and an open line of commuiacation, pardculaiiy conc emii^ needs for 
technologicai iqidates and for updating in data processit^ instruments. A pattern fin* such mt-goh^ tedmicai 
cooperadon has proved very su c c es sful in the case of Nadonal Accounts in Latm American countries like 
Bra^ and Argentina, with INSS - die French Central Statistical Office - {aoviffing tedmicai support for 
countries to guarantee the standards of qualiiy required of sidi senshive indicators. 
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Cbapta’4. 



HEALTH, EDUCATION AND OTHER TOPICS COVERAGE IN FIVE COUNTRIES: 

ARGE34TENA, BOLIVIA, 

CHILE, URUGUAY AND PARAGUAY 



. llie present section w31 provide an assessnemoftiwini&atorstbat can be drtamedfhom surveys in 
Aigentina, BdSvia, dale, Uniguay and Paraguay. & will do so by c om p ai ingthe 1989 Aigentina and the 1989 
and 1992-93 Uragu^stffveys”- wind! are lypicaliy Labor F<Mce-QTpe surveys -with the Boiimprograin of 
Bn^rated Household Surveys (LlHj - windt is based on the L^dS-Q^ survey - and with the CASEN 
(Encuesta de Caiaaeiizadon Sodoeconomica in Qnie and the Household Survqr on the Sodoecononac 
Chaiaaeristics of Paraguayan Fanslies (Encuesta sobre Caracterisdcas Sodoecononncas de las FamiSas 
Paiasuayas), vdnch, in this section, will be shoneued to Paragu^ SES (Paragu^ SodoeccHKHiric Survqt) “ 
Althou^ the Paraguay Sl^ was a one-shot survey, contiaiy to the CASEN, winch is insti&iQonaSzed, its 
quesnonnaire contem inates it a survey worthy trfafflaiysis. 

The analyas eoq^iaatses coverage of vatiables ft>r die ccHistniction ofEdocation and Heatth Baficatois 
andisiliustrativeof the ciitena used for die sdecncmofcountries to imnate the ISLC Program. The discussicm 
of variables ccax»nm% the ccaBttucdonofEducatkm and HeaitfaBidcmm takes inro account the fiamewcak 
set d>r ptsanizing such iiu&cators into hqait, Access, Output and Outonne lodicatois d> be daiDd in Vos 
(1992) 



As mentioned in die previous dnqner of this ii^ort, household surveys ate a veiy efficdve source of 
data d>r die coDStnK3ioa of social mdicatcns, pardcdaify of access, output and outcome SKficators. The secttcm 
below ^snSies what kinds of input, access, output and outcome indicanns can be obtained fiom bousdidd 
surveys in the 5 countries used £br case-studes. %>ectal attendmi wiO be given to Sdncaticm and Healtb 
indicstois, aitbc:^ d^ section also s u m mari ze s incBcatois that can be obtained on Housing Sanitation, 
Population, Labm' Force and Income^ Nharidcm and Eiqpenifitures and Consumption. 



Tte Aigemha survey and bc^ Iht@u^ stBveys caSeet infonnanon on the charactetisdcs of 
dwdiii^ size and ccmipositkm c^faousdioid and mari t al status of respondents, in adtfirion, the Atgemina 
survey collects mfornmnon tan births and demits lAisinduams or exduaons of petqfe in dtehousditdd. The 
use ^^nch is preseody inade of das infinmatiaa, l8>wever, is not dear since these varices are not inchtcted in 
die (hcdonaiy of variables and, there&re, are not coded. Fnmi a demograi^ pmnt of view, however, dss 
mfonnadon is vety useEil d>r estimates (and aoss-daedaB^ of I»rth and death rates (aitfaot^ ages for the 
deceased are ixK provided) ard to siq^pcHt the analysts of Qupdaiiiy patterns. 

Beth the 1989 Argentina and Tht^uay surveys provide i nfor m at i on <m the type of dwdSi^ on 
vdiether d» dwd&g has lunna^ water, ^aridty atsi badBoom ami on whether use c^bidiioain is estdurive 
of bcHJsdiold umt; cm die kgal/prtq>er^ status die dwdSi^ and cm die type of material pred onunanti^ used 
in emernal walls. 



”TTie morn tecemvetskmcif the qu e st i o a n an efer die IhifflBysnrvey (1992-93) was obtained only wto this paper 
was being conchided. so the acah’sisoftfaeUxi^iaysarvw via at first ccanpaie the 1989 On^mysarvey with the 
Argentinean survey and then add scane anahms of the 1992-93 questiomaite, oomparing it with ^ 1989 and 
trying to tdemifi- aiw mg>toveniems made. 

^ Sauma (1993X Saama et al (1993) and Mcn^s ct al. (1993). 
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The Argentina survey does not cdlect mformation on the aze of the dwdlihg (in nundser of rooms) 
nor number of rooms used as bedrooms. Such information could provide an inqxtrtant measure of population 
denary (hadnanhaito) in adcfition to the one that can be obtained fiom the existing quesdotmaires {average 
number of household members per household); average numb er of household members per room and per 
bedroom. Contrary to the Uruguay survey, there is no information on kitchen fodfities neidier on type of heat 
source used for cooking in the Argentina survey. 

Information on sanitation services in the Argentina surv^ does not include water stqtpfy and sewerage 
ndther on garbage collection and diq>osition, winch would provide for indicators of samtarinn condinons 
inside the dwelling and in its surroundi ng s, an inportant measure to assess living concfitions. Informatirtn on 
property value (in cases vdiere the head of the housdioid owns die dwd&ng) or cm mondity rent is init 
provid^ neither is the availability ofbasic ^ipfiances fike cooking stoves and refiigetators. 

Both survQrs provide base demc^raphic infot m a t k Hi on housdiold members (age;, gender, marital 
status, etc.) and i n fona a don on the relationship of reqiondents to the head of household as wdl as a control 
dieck for the respondent who provided the information (the surveyed member or annfher reqxmdeiit). 

The 1992-93 Unigu^ surv^r, on the other hand, does not coDect infonnadon on the material used to 
build the dwdBng but insead a^ about the overall quality of die buikfir^ (comfortable, average, modest, 
precarious) and the building’s overall concfitions (needs m^orrqiaiirs deme; needs annof rqpaiis, does not ne ed 
any repairs). It also asks about how many households ^i^ the dwdfing and the nunfoer of people who five 
there as well as how many of them are over fourteen years of age. 

The assessment of the overall quafity concfitifflis of die dwdfii^ is led to the interviewees cfisciedon 
and the interviewer can request the sityport of the re^xmdeiat in sqipiying a fist oiteiia, desofiied In tte 
interviewer’s manual dining each cat^oiy, inducfii^ a desaqmon (tf die types of materials that characterize 
each of die cpiafity categmks as weO as vhat is meant tty mqor, minor and no repairs. 

There are advantages in conqilementicg this quafity assessment for the traditional questions on 
material used in door, walls and roof The traditional questiems cm material used in dcxir, w^ and roof 
allowed for foe c fi fferen ria iion between tenlcfit^ that had been actually erected and iasprcMsed consmicrions 
using, for instance; cardboard, dn, etc. 

The information available inior to 1992 afiowed for some cfiflferenriation coi ic e ni in gcpiafity of material 
but not concerning the concfitions of a dwriiii^ in need of r^iair. It efid not Canute cfifi&rences in the cpiafity 
(and costs) oftiles or the wood used for floors, da- instance. Therefore, it efid not c^aure in yort a itt di fferenc e s 
in levels of housdioid ccanfort, wdl-bec^ (and even sungrtucaisness), in two houses bofo built with brides, 
cement, shinies, and wooden floor, or two houses one of wfakh has central air conditiomi^ and hearing and 
another vyhich, althnngh veiy comfiiriable, does not Such efifeen aa rions are extrondy relevant for 
refinements in foe analysis of efifferentiais in livii^ concfitkais of sifo-groups of a country's pofxiiatioa 

Impr ove m ents in foe 1992-93 Uruguty survey are oonqikmented by a mc»e detailed mvestigation of 
foe sani t a ry conditions in the dwdfing, with the induriem of indxmatkm on how foe access to water by foe 
bousdiold is done (whether foere is nmnmg water in foe dwdfii^ or cxrtside at a efistance of more than 100 
meters or less than 100 niters), and baforoom availability and sewa^ conditions, as weD as on the avaiabifity 
of a series of ecpnpments; heater, r e fiig erat o r wifo fieeaer, refi igg at o r, b/w tv,, color tv., ver, wafoer, 
dishwasher, microwave oven, car for exclusive use of hcniseboicL 

The 1989 Uruguay survey induded one cprestion on health covecage in foe part of foe ciuesdoimaire 
that covered characteristics of household menfoers (fois wSl be anatyzed in seedem 4.4., cm health coverage of 
surveys). The 1992-93 survey, in addition to widemng the categories whrdi cover tins particular question on 
how respondent receives health care, indudes an additional epresdem on whether re^ndent was sfek in tte 
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previous 12 months. The previous fomtat (fiom the 1989 surv^) basicaify investigated the type of he a hh care 
received 1^ respondents^. The 1992 surv^ goes one st^ ahead mlinkmg the ddiveiy of medicai services to 
an ^»s(^ of ISness or adcness, thus provi&g some information for the constnicdon of moibidi^ 

indicators. 

Con^aiiscm of foese surv^ -widi the Bc^via the Paiagu^ Sodoecononhc Survey (SES) and 
the CUle CASEN ^ows how mudi more extenave are these surv^ in terms of tc^cs and var^les 
coverage. For instance, these surveys inquire about the type of material used in the walls, floor and roof or 
dweilii^ and, this w^, can provide a beoer picture of ovoall conditions of dwelling than surveys winch only 
a^ about material in one or two conq>onents at most In addition, both CASEN and the Paraguay also 
investigate die quality of eadi of these comp onents, adding a quesdcm on the coiKiitioiis in windi 
components were found: good condidoitr^nlarconcStion, bad condidort In doing so, these surv^ allow for 
doss'^tabuiations of these variables concenmig riie general comfidons of ganimrinq and, as the analysis of 
CASEN data puts it, the levd of c o m fo rt in the housdiold. 

One particular concern m die area of Housit^ indicatois is to measure output indicators like the 
housing deficit Hus indicatcH* provides an effective measure of die micmat^h benveen the size of the 
populatitHi and die availainiity of bouai^ and can be obtmned paiticuiaify through the CASEN and the SES. 
The CASEN identifies fenuEes fivii^ tqgedier in a housdiold (fonuEes defined as a'cotqde, or a couple and 
their sii^ dukhen under 18 eoononiicaBydqiendentofdie patents, a sm^e parent and his Qier) dnldien) as 

wfl ag flggr^ateg who are famly numbers Tha irfantrfiftg hrnisrftnldg charing a <smwi> 

These atuanons iuficate die need fi>r soiuticuis t^ndi can eidier be at the houai^ p(^ levd or at the 
levd of poverty leducdon itsdf Fami&s siiarii^ one dwdEng may indicate eidier a q uan t itativ e housing 
deficit, dm is, more peo{de than die dwdfii^ avafiaUe OT a quafitadve hmisn^ deficit, in wUch overcrowded 
dwdlEngs are a result of fomSes sttate^ fitr strodui^ firnited budgets because afibrdable hcusing is not 
availaifie. Tiss atuadon is not captured in most r^olar labor ftirce-type sacvtys, vridi the excqidcHi of tbe 
Guatemala survey wtedi inquires how many fonuEes Eve in the housdt^ and the BrazffianPNADvdadi also 
identifies and dassifies fomi^ sbarh^ the same btnisehdd. 

Tbe Bc£via EIH, CUle CASEN and Pai^u^ SES allow for die effective constiuctkui of intScatois 
of access to basic pifofic .sanharion services: water, sanitadon, eiectrid^. In dns sense, the Uruguay suiv^ is 
more conqdetedmi the Atgendnean in dm it provides infiM i nad on on source of water, kienti^iigvfoafaer it 
comes fiom public works or not and of connection of dweffii^ with the sewage system. Only the CASEN, 
however, covers variables e^iedalN designed to measure the e&cts and beneficiaries of ^ledfic housii^ 
poEdes. 



There are no sifostandve (fi&rences amocg diese surveys in the coverage of s tri c tly demographic 
variables, except dm the Argentina survey and CASEN do not cover Migration variables, wfaDe Bolivia, 
Uniguay and ^ Paiagu^ SES do. Survqrs cover ags and gender of re^ndents, as wdl as idationship to 
the head of housdioid. Data fiom the Bofivia EIH allow for the identificadcai of nugradon patterns, bodi 
urban-urban and rural urban, for the previous 5 years and in the previous year. Tbe Paraguay data does not 
spedfy time fiames fiir the analyss mutation patterns and the anafysis cf data fimn the survey does not 
indude a section on Miration. ” 



also investigated vtefaer respondents had any q^crfjfitysicai or moital disability. 

^ Fenffin- and Monality indicatois, although extremdy relevant for demographic analysis are discussed under 
Health Indicatois. Escqn for the Pqiniatian Censuses and fin- special Healfo Surveys, Feitiiiw and Mortality are 
oidy im-cstigated in regular housdioid smvns whidi apply modules on Healdi 
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4^ Labor For^ Occupation and income 

la the 1989 Aigemma Surv^, Housing and Demographic Chaiacteiisdcs c omp r is e a set of 21 
quesnons, in die Uit^uay, 2S. Occupation cotcpiises for^>seven quesdons in Arg entina and 50 in the Uruguay 
survey. In the Argentina surv^. Income is investigated through cxie only question, in the Uiugu^ survey 
throimh 13 quesnons to woHceis or enqjioyees and 15 to respondents in agricuhtnal activities. The 1992>93 
Unjgu^ survQr indudes 32 questkms on Housing, Demographic and Educational Qiaractedstics df 
Housdioid Members and 42 quesdons on Economic Activity, Occupations and the Labor Force and 17 
questions on Income, oftvfaidi 3 quesdons are on transfers and expendi&ires. 



Occupation and die T ahnr Force 

btvesdgadon of Occupadons and die Ld>or Force in housdioid surveys usualty feiiotvs the 
intemadonal conventions and definidons set by the ILO. In this sense, diey try to identify the econotmcaSy 
active population, the occupied and non-occupied as wdl as underemployment. Age of le^xindents varies 
slight, latffitDgdtMn 10 yeais and dder in cenain countries to 14 years and older in othem-Definidmi of what 
consdcutes "wmk” also varies sii^idy but usuaDy indudes perfomnDg cenain tadfg a minimmTi tnmher of 
bouts (usualfy around 15 hours a wedc) and for some sort of pay, in cash or in Mnd Dqieotfii^ on the 
diaiacteiisdcs of a countty*s economic activities, "woik" m^ also pe t foiaik g noo-paid ta^ at a 

femiiy business. 

Nfoie recentfy, in the last ten to fifieeo years, mudi effort has been ps into aiaiffDg sudi defimtimis 
wfaicb are grounded on the da ta cterisdcs of fonaai labor marifeK m stnictured econonies deveiqied 
countries. Sudi effints indude eolaigiiig the defimdmi of ”wotk" to indiide acdvides whscfa are cbaiacterisdc 



d^ also indude edai^i^ die scope of le^iondems, inquiriiig reiqicmdents younger than 10 dioot the 
pa foi tn an ceofaiy acdvides vdndhdrec^ nr incfirectfy g enerate mcome for the famisdidd. 

Covenge of Oooqiatksis and die Ldxir Force in the 1989 Urugusy survey itidudes re^xmdents 14 
and dder; in the ChSe CASEK and the Paraguay SES, respondents 12 and dder. hi Bofivfe ai^ Aigennna 
leqxmdents are 10 and dder. Surv^ <£ffer in didr approach for kfend^ing the economicalfy active 
populadon. die occtqned and not-occiqned, as well as undere^loyment 

The 1989 Unmuay and Aigennna surveys, for inaanna^ define as occupied those who worked for 
some pay or, in the case of Alumina, whh no pay for more than 15 bouts a we^ whSe the Bofivia and the 
CASEN enlaree this approach and ads re^xmdenis who say they <hd not work during the wedc whether they 
had not worked even one hour, even helping a rdatrve, even as an appr entice, even .seflnig something. Any of 
tfaore situaikins wtnikl characterize re^xmdents as occuised. The Paraguay survey is die onfy one that b^ns 
the module on Oocepations and the Labor Force inquhirg about die respondent's prinefoal activity in die 
pievkius six mondis. 

While the Bofivia and the CASEN rpproadi allows for a better daraaercadon of die ocoqned 
population, the CASEN does not allow for the diatact eriz atioa of underemployment. The Ifiuguay and 
BtAvia surveys and the Paragu^ SES in aikfeion to die questions used to chatacterize unen^oyment and 
whidi are lefered k> die re^ximtents seardi for a job, also inquire of diose who are wo^jtig windier diey 
would like m wtnk nxse bouts a wedc. This way, diey aDow fordie estimation of under-^mfizadon of the labor 
fivee. The Un^u^ suiv^ goes findier, inquiriiig vdiedier r^jondent would fike to have another job, and also 
asks aboutvto tte respondent £d to find anodierjtA) as wdl as the reascHis wiy the respoiKieni is lookh^ for 
another job. 
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Even in what refers to the diaiacterization of unen^lpymeot. The Ar gent i n a survey otrfy investigates 
die seardi for a job fe>r the noihocaq^ 'wfao are not on uneoqiioyment conpeasation, \^di restricts even 
more the potential £>r data fiom this survey to analyze the dxaracteiistics of unemployment in geneial and the 
match (or mismatdi) between the labor mailret and the labor force. 

Of all survOTs. only CASEN and the Bolivia survey try to culture certain diaracteristics of the 
informal labor market. CASEN vdi^her re^ndents h^ a rigned contraa concennng die present 
occt^iation and inquires about the site the location where the occupationai activity is performed, with both "at 
home” and "in the street” as aitranaiives. The Bolivia survey investigates sdfemployed or "on own account" 
concerning die w<»k-rite. Alternatives, in addidon to a &ed location, include "in a molnle unit" and "as a 
street vendor". 

The Paraguay SES investigates the informal matka throi^ an investigation of the inactive 
population, asking whether those classifie d as students, housewives, rented and handi capped had perfonned 
any acthi^ in the last 6 months Eke wasisi^ inKUt^ cookh^ Sevang, warim^ cars, tedmicai, professional or 
arts and oads and how mudi they were paid for these activities. 

The Un^uay and Bofivia surv^ also invest^ate die inactive population in more detail, the BoEvia 
surv^ by asking than whether tfa^ would Eke to work and why th^^ do not, and the Uruguay survey by 
a^cii^ them vdiedier in the last twi^ moodis they took zny professional or tedmicai cqiacitaiion courses, 
what type, where the course was tau^ and why the respondent t ook h. 



Income 



Covers of income vaiiaides can esqness die d iffe reo t objectives in tte desgn of <Sfiw gnt surveys. 
The SES in Paagosy w? > ^ sM | n ed widi die nojor goal of analyzh^ so^>-eoononnc cftaractetisdcs of the 
population widun the wider fiamewoik of d i ferertt ia ls in bcome (fistrfeutian. The survey was designed to 
c^nuie income from : ® salaries and wages, in carii and in kind, for req)ondents who were workers and 
employees, fomi aO sources indutfii^ ooiimnsscms, remfeursements fi>r buriness ejqienses, prizes, Christmas 
b<mus^etc.;@ profits, the gross entrepte n eutial income ofown account or en^qyets,oonridetiig both cash 
an in-kind ino(»n^ (jS) interest incoiK; ^v) ^vkfecds, mehvXm^ cfividends received for the property of firms; 
(v) rental mcom^ (vi) inqxitied rental iiKOine fin- foinfies wfao own the dwdEng where di^ five or five in 
dwdfii^ botiDwed, income was incited fiom how nmdi rent they would p^ were they rentmg dot dwel&ng; 
(viOotfaertypesofprtyerqrincoDnefike rental of madnnery, uai t spox tanon equqtmeta, etc:; (vnD rediement 
income and penaons for accident or illness; (be) 6n% transfe of income, in ca^ or in land, indudmgdnid 

qippnrr (x) ctfhgrinsritiirional transfers, in cash or in idnd m cdiidnig pensions 

income fiom these sources into three calories - primary income, property iiKome, and 
ti a nsfe m ^ ncfa«fttg faodi pensions arid retirement mcomeaiKifeiinlyairi i n s t itu t ion a l transfers)- the Paiagu^ 
SES allows fin* the aiahrsis of fin% inoome at the national and T^^mai levd, fiir the identification of r^ional 
(fififeteocesmriiet&trfoutkMKfmconie, for comparisons ofresults fiom this study with results fiom fsevious 
sturfies and fijT conqiarisQns at the intematimial levd with other Latin American countries. 

fo aidition, it cmnmns an t^tiodtutal and fivestodc activities and prockicticm siqipfement which 
investigates agriculture aiKi fivestodc productioa Tins supplement allows for a thorou^ investigation of lural 
activities, cdlectii^ in fo r m ari Mi on their idative i mpo r tan ce in the distrfiution of luial econonsc activities, cm 
production, oops, aniinals raised and prices, on land pnpeny and land distributkm. It does not IxTwever, cover 
self-empfoyed in luid activities, only salaried wotkera, a^ fernSy members. 

Tc^edier with infinmation provided in the main quesdonnmre, sudi data aDow for the analyris of: 
volutne production, quantity and surfece of fenns and cpjantity and surfece of farms accordit^ to land property 



-f33)- 




rules, land usage and types of crops, technological resources available and their use, relationship between 
production for hcxisebold consumptitm and production for sale, etc. It also allows for a thorou^ analy sis of 
agricultutai employment, types of labor rdadons in the agticulhsal activity, the occupational stnictuie of the 
population ocogaed in agricultural activides, their educational level, position in the occupation, ttc. 

It albws for an analysis of population occr^ed in the traditional and modem segments of the 
agricultural labor market, as well as of underen^loyment and, of comae, of income fiom agricuitutal and 
livestock activities. Finally, it aSows for c ompari sons aiot^ the tfimprianns related to the diaiacteiisdcs of 
economic activities, labor market, income, education, betweai those in uiban and diose in agricultuiai- 
irvestock oco^ations. 

The 1989 Uruguay survey is latber detailed in what refers to income coverage, and overall 
the same cat^oties and definitions as the ones used in the Paiagu^ SES, covering income fiiom agricuitinal 
acQvhies separatdy as wdl as imputed rent income for farnilies own the dwdfirg or use smnebocfy else's 

dwdlingforfiee. TheUrugu^surv^, however, cfoesnot invest^ate thefennit^unitasaproduction unitand 
does not difierenoate t^s feom bonuses, conqrensation, commissions and overtime pay (ibsy are ail lunged 
together in one cat^oiy). The geographic coverage of foe Uiuguay survey, however, is oi^ inban and can 
only be desagregated for Montevideo and foe remainii^ tnban area of country. 

Tlie only quesdon on income in foe Ar^ntina survey asked about foe amount and smtroe of income in 
foe previous month (no income, income fiom labor, income fiom selfemployment, pensions ami benefets, rent, 
property, interest and dividends income, ixKxmie fiom rairemea or penson, ofoeriypes of income) and does 
iK>t di fi fe rentiate between income fiom main and secondaty occupation in those cases tMiere re^xmdents had 
more than one ocoqiation. It does not drSrentiate rent imome fiom inteiea and (fividend income. Neifoer 
A r g e nti na nor Bolivia cover imputed rent income. 



A Brief Assessmem of foe 1 992-93 Uruaiav IPS in what refers to Occupation and Income VariaMes 

The 1992-93 survey introduces some changes in foe varices used to invest^ateL^)ar and foe Ixbor 
Force, alfoough it keq>s foe age parameters fiareqxMidatts as fiairteeo years and tAler. The moa inqxrnact 
changes in fois survey as con^rared to foe 1989 one were m^ in the invesdgatimi <^incom& 



Innovation in foe section investigatir^ foe daracteristics of foe labor fince conast of addi^ 
respondents wfaefoer in foe pievitHiS sk months fo^ (Sd any WDik activity in a locafi^ other foan where fo^ 
lesde, eitha' in Uruguay or abroad, wfaefoer fois was fo^ princ^ or foeir secondaty activi^ and wdiat 
acdviiy it was and how often re^XHtdeots tiavded to fois locafity. ft drops (pjestions on ca p a dtatio n courses 
and adds a question on how IcHig foe re^ndent has been in foe present ocoqtatioiL 

The secdon on Income indudes 3 questions tm ttansfess/esqrenifituies: (a) how reudi leqxxident 
paid/^rent in the jnevious month finandal to idatives, p^dng afimoo^ a- dald support or 

conofoutn^ to ofog housdiolds;(b) how mudt foe head offeousdK)ldp^fi)r rent ofdwdfit^ (in foe case of 
tenants); (c) bow much foe head household paki of nm^age in tte previmis nsmfo On foe case ofheads 

of household who are owners and are paying for the dwdEng). 

fit foe 1992-93 survQr, "^"became one sqtaiatecat^ory in foe investigafioaoffoeoonqtosition of 
income both of employees or woikets in the pubfic sector and enqrloyees and woikeis in foe private sector, 
winle. in foe 1989 survey "tips” were included wifo GOtmmsaoas and overrime conqrensattOQ. hi adtfition, it 
collects separate information for employees and workers in foe private sector and employees and workers in 
the pubfic seaor as two occupadonal categories (vrinle in the 19^ these groups were investigated together). 
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The mvesogation of income for own account respondents and for mendiecs of cooperatives of 
pioducdon was also widened in die 1992-93 survey, including 3 different sources of inccnne: cash, &n3y 
contiibutims and sodal benefits, and income in kind. Hie investigation of income for enqiloyers includes cash 
income and income in kind as in die 1989 survey. 

Finally, fio' an ocoqiadcHial groups, the 1992-93 survey asks of lespomients how much dny received 
in the previous 12 months, fiom the country or fiom abroad, in redrementpenaoQS or other Qpes of pensons, 
in grants, schoiardi^s and other subskfies, in fomify contiibudons, conqieQsations for divoiTO or sqiaration, 
connibudons fiom other households, rent and leasing, interest, dividends and other types of income. Mendiers 
of cooperatives of production are also asked how much they recdved in shares of pr ofits, in the previous 12 
mondis, in cadi and in kind. 



43. Education 

A PAiratinnal Tiwfiratnrt 

The Aigendnean HHS covers Education widi 4 questions at the end of the questionnaire. These 
questions are ^lied to and coded for leadents five years and older 

- can (respondent) read and write 

- does (reqxHidem) attend or has attended schod 

- vriiat type of school focSiy (Pre-Sdiool - n^ Elementary, National, C omm e rcial, Teachers’ Traming 

INormal], Technical, Othertype of Seoondaiy Levd School, School, CoB^) 

- vriiedierlevd was conquered OTnot 

Ftaa diese cpiestkMis, <ady some attainment /output huScators can be (fotained: fiteracy rates, school 
attendance (erduriing pre-scfaooO, fastest levd sutfied and whether it was canceled or not or levd 
attentfing. There is no infor m a t i on on grade. AoconSi^ to De Jm^'s analyas of dtt 1980, 1986 and 1989 
Argentina surv^ die 1980 and 1986 ccrffected mfiamation on pre-sdiool attendance and die 1980 survey 
also colleaed in fonna tKm on last grade conqdeted in adrfition to laziest levd snitfied(DeJca% 199S). 

The 1989 Un^u^ surv^ covers pre-sdiod attendance^ induding wbedier pre-school is paid or not 
and sdiool attendance with last grade and levd completed (rfr^darscfaooiit^ The 1992-93 Uruguay survey, 
however, diows some inqirovements in das section, askit^ of aO reqiondents whether they attend an 
educational instoution and type, 6tr those vriio do not a ttend whether di^ have ever attended, wfaaber 
insdnidon attended is piMc, taivate and die student pays fig it (y private and the student does not for it It 

also asks fig die imhest levd and grade ^ipiDved aid whether the levd was conqiieted. Enafiy, it innoduces a 
question for re^xmdents 6 years and older on •whether ttey attend language courses, computer courses, typing 
or shorthand or other Opes of courses. 

The Bofivia EIH, Paraguay SES ami Chile CASEN cover Education in more detail The diree surveys 
cover attendance and leascms fig not atteofii^sdiocrf as wdl as last grade and levd conqileted. The Paraguay 
survey, however, does not indiide "tfistanoe" as one pos^le reason for non-attendance. 

Neither ^ Bolivia survey or the Paraguay survey investigate the present grade and levd of 
re^ndems, ahhou^ the Bolivia survey inquires about •wtether respondents have failed once or several times 
in dementaiy (basic) school. 

The Paraguay survey does not investi^e fiteracy cfirecdy, 'whh the question on •whether re^iondent 
can read and •write and the Bofivia surv^ does not investigate whether school is paid or ncg. The CAS^ does 
not direcdy investigate whedier sdiool is paid or not, but it includes, neveitfadess, whedier voucheis are 
pTDwded,^widi -what fi»pieny and arics for the name and address of the school. The CASEN is also the only 
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survey inquiiing about whether and wdiat types of sdiooi meal dsldren attpnrfing pre-sdKX>l and dementaiy 
school receive. This stresses the use of CASEN data ^ the momtoriiig of jimg i an is and their beneSdaries 
rather than &>rthe more e nc o m pasang sodo-economic dtaractetization of the populadoa 

Only the Bolivia survey covers esqjendhures on Education, in its module on housdtold expencfitures. 
Coverage basicaity refers to how much was ^>ent in the previous mcmdi widi the p^ment of school, the 
paymem of etctra-curncuiar courses (Et^sh, typing, conqruteis, dc.) and how mudi was ^rent in the previous 
year with school or univoshy r^Lstradon fees. Expenditures are provided as a hnnp gim, wife no indication, in 
the case of esq^endituFes with several duldren, of separate e9q>endituies per dnid. 

Coverage (rf' educational vaiiaUes in fee Argentina survey is very poor, paiticulatiy in what refers to 
the construcdon of access and outcome infecatois, but also in what le^ to fee construction of output 
indicators. The Uiugu^ surv^ proxddes a s&^niy better coverage particuiariy in what refers to atte mp n; to 
obtain infennation fer fee construction of access infecatms. CASEbTs stress cm providh^ infor m a tion ^ fee 
construction of indicators ailowmg for fee morntoiii^ of soda! p rogr am s places nitifh t>mpha«ag on i n fo rm ati on 
for the ccmsmicdon of access indicators as wdl as, to a certain extent, to iiqmt indicators. The Baiaguay SES 
as wdl as the Bolivia housdiold surv^ also seem to place greater wnphaas on acmess indicators thm output 
and outcome indicators. 

The gaps and dehdendes stressed above feow that at least some improvement is lecpiired in aD 
surveys so that feey can provide an e&ctive coverage of educationai variables. It must be noted, however, fee 
pecu^ posinon of the CASEN as conqrared wife fee ofeer sutv^ because the CASEN was iKSt conodved 
as an instrument to analyze livii^ ccmdSncms or to provide i nfo nn ari on for fee oo nstn iction of social indicatois 
but, rather, as a means of mcmhorh^ qrectfic social pofides under implementaxioa in ChBe. 

From this point of view, what feis paper stresses is that, in adfetion to the CASEN, Qaie could also 
benefit fiom fee implementation of a surv^ instrament much broader in soop& in order to measure 
comfitions. In all cnher cases, impiovemems are required in mder to mcme eSeotv^ cover educationai 
indicators. 



B. Overall Assessment of Coverage ofEducational Indicators 

Covers ofEducation is rxrt as ccmiidete as destrfele fim fee measurement of fivii^ concfifions in all 
coundies anaiyzecL In fee case ofttafedcmd Ldxnr Force^pe Survi^ coverage pfEducaricm is restricted to 
a few variables wdacfe are considered as rdevant for analyses of the cfearactetistics of fire labor force. In fee 
case of the Uruguay survey, a few dements are provided to sEghlfy^ expand fee anafysis of fee educaticmal 
diaraaetistics of the pcqmlation, parficulatiy in what refers to schcxfe^ Even fee Bolivia EOT, fee most 
thorough of the five surveys analyzed, does not provide all fee dements which are required for fee 
construction of educationai indicatots. Covei^ of Educaticm in fee Bofivia survey connasts, in a sense, wife 
fee coverage of Heaife in fee same surv^, wt^ is much more fecmmsh, as fee next section win show. 
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4.4. Health and Nutrition 



The Aigenrina survey does not cover health and the Uruguay asvey only asks how respondents 
receive medical cate and wb^ier th^ have any type of piQrsical, mental or emotional diSculty diat prevents 
them fijom performing normal daily acdvides, either pro&^onal or educational 

Again the Bolivia HH, the Paraguay SES and the Giile C ASEN are the surveys in vindi covers of 
Health is more complete. The Paraguay survey does not cover trutiition, while tte BoHvia EIH and the 
CASEN assess nutritional conditions of children based on anthropometric measures and, in the case of Bolivia 
of information on £xxi consumption by the household. Among Aese three surveys, the Bolivia EIH provides 
the most complete coverage of He^th, aflowing &rtfae ctmstrucdon of the Allowing health indicators: 

A - Output Indicators 

- Mortality Rates - Tnfant mortality rates and mortality rates R>r chiidren younger than one and yminger than 
five. 

- Morbidity Rates for Griidren - rates for the most prevalent illnesses according to type ofiStKss. 

-Birth Rates 

- FerdliQr Rates 

- Life Expectancy at Birth 

- Anthropometric n^asures: Wei^it/Age fisr cMdren younger foan 5 and Ha^/Age for Children 6-7 years 
old 



B - hrout In(ficaiors 

- Population widi access to services per type of service 

- Imiuuniz arion coverage 

- Average food consumption per housdiold member 
C - Access Indicators 

- Nunfoer of mecfical vi^ per adult, per episode of niness or (fisease. 

- linstations to access medicai services (induding income Smitatioos and Gmitaticms r eaihing fiom die pliygcal 
(fistance to die nearest heahh service fodlity) 

D - Other Indicators 

In addition to the indicatoTs that directly measure health and nutritional condidons of the population, a 
set of related irpn indicators in the areas of educanon and housing are ioqxinant in that they contribute to 
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differentiate and explain rdative d iflferences among sub-groi^ of the population in access and ou^nit 
indicators. These related nqnit indicators are: 

' the educadonal levd of the mother axid of the bezd of the hous^l± studies have repeatedly demonsttated 
that there is a stroi^ positive corrdation benveen educahon and health. Better educated people ate usually 
more informed about proper nutrition and hygiene hai^ better-educated mothers tend to pre-natal care, 
tend to breastfeed baines more often and for lot^er periods (an in^nant element in die ttansmisaon of 
antibodies fer several diseases) and better educated people will mote often thar^ not be able to identify 
symptoms and conditions lequini^ mecficai attendon, to seek the kind of metScai attention for those 
conditions, and to foDow medical instructions cotrec^. 

- The same is true for income. Li part the xeiationsfaip betweoi income and hpatrh coiufidons is covered 
through indicators of fimitations to access niec&ai services fedOdes). in adtSdon to those, however, income 
(both average income per household and average per ca^ta income) is an efficient precfictor of posslnlities to 
access mefficai cate. The higher die income of a housdiold, the better are the dianc^ that its meodjers wdD be 

able to affi>rd not onfy mecficai care but also good nuttidon hdnts. Higher income households will, more often 
than not, be aide to afiford proper housii^ patdculaiiy in what refers to sanhadon and will mote often than not, 
be aUe to affind private tnefficai insurance, and medidnes when presafoed. Income is also an inqxntam 
incficatorto be used in the targeting of health piogiams. 

- Sanitation concfidons ofthe housdicfid, the geneiai concfidcms oftfae maforial used in the constnicdon of the 
dwdling and housdioid density are important in the assessnent of health catafidons. Studies have rqjeatetfiy 
shown that improvemoits in sanitadon condidons, pardcuiaiiy in what refers to access to dean water, 
availabifiiy of bathro om and comiection to sewage systems, way dramatically reduce i nfam and children 
monafify lates as wdi as die incidence of diseases, like chdera that thrive where pcxir sanhaty condidons 
pievai!. 



EnaQy, the fourth round of the Bofivia EIH (1991) cdlects i n forma titm oo didem. Data -rom die 
Bolivia EIH also dlow ftxr the k fentifi c aiio n of target poptdadon grotqis in govennnental pn^ t ams in general 
and m the area of health educarion, paiiicaiaily and, dus, to match das mSxwadm wife infonnadon fiom 
acinihiistiariverectads ccM i ce ii ii i^pa n icqiants in and coverage cif such laogranis. 

The Paiagu^ SES does not cover he^ haficators fia- women and dsidren in patdcular, irad^- does 
h cover iiqiut and ouqim infficaiors as extenrivefy as the Bc^via survey, lesmcdi^ hsdf mostly to infoiijiadon 
on winch to base the cansmtcdon of access incficaiors. ft covers mortfidity for the whole population inquirii^ 
about -whether responcients ^ sick in the last year, 'v^iai kind of mecficai care they used, where this care was 
provided and in the case of those who did not seek mecficai care, why not. It also covars hospital stays in the 
previous year and leimdi of sc^, as wefl as coverage and type cff healdi tosurance (Social SecoriQr Institute or 
private or bodiX social securify coverage and type aixl how much die cootribudons to socal security ate. 

Data from the Paraguay SES allow for the construction of mcxindity rates but not per most common 
fypes of diseases; population access to services per type of service, and limhari o ns to access ttrec&al 
services (with qieciai enqhaas on inoome finstadons a^ Eii^adons lesuhhig from the phyacal (fisance m the 
nearest health service fedfity). Life expectancy rates can be derived from the survey as well as related input 
incficatois; educadonal tevd of heads of housdioid and cf mothers wives of heads of hnisdicfid, incone and 
saiutadon ccn^dons in the dwdfii^ 

The Paiagu^ SES does not provide data to measure infent and cMdien inoitafity rates or nKxbiffity 
rates for most commcm ypes of diseases, ferdiity rates, pre-natal care, breaslfeedn^ immunizadon, 
anthtopometric measures nor fixxl consunqidon in the housdioid. ft does, however, ^sovicie indicators of 
access to food consunqition, through an agricuiturai producdon-amtnal raiang siqiplement windi provides 
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infomiation on crops and arnmals raised, products harvested and how much was used for housdioid 
consunqnion, both human and animal, how much was given and how much was sold. 

The ChSe CASEN covers health more extensivdy than the Paraguay SES but fiom a diiSerent 
perspective, since hs m^or int^est is to assess coverage and types of benefidaiies of social pn ig r anK in healfo. 
It indudes ^>eci&; questions on women and dnidren for conditions covered by social p rogr am s, sudi as 
pregnancy and driidhood. It does not, however, extensive^ cover information for the conarucdon of output 
indicators, concentrating instead on access and input indicatois. 
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A - Ourout Indicators 



. Nutritional Conditions > dsldren younger than 15 and pr^nant womea Tbe source of infonnadon can be 
either die medical foDow-up booklet or the intoviewer. 

- morbidity - ^nsode of illness or accident in the last three months 



B - Input Indicators 

- Availability of Services 

- Immunization coverage 

- PAP tests for women over 1 5 

- Childbirth: C-secdons, natural 

- Preventive health care 

- Cigarette smoking and fiequency 

- Pregnant Women, cinldren younger than five and women wiio are breastfeetfing - whether in the previous 
diree months they received fiom the health o£Ece nnik, nfilk and cereal, rice, and, if not, wi^ not 

C - Access Indicators 

• NumberofmetScal vi^ per aduh, per episode of iOness or ifisease in the previous direetix}ndis, per type of 
heaitfa &dfity and type of services received. 

- Access to services like ptevemive heaidi care, laboratory exams, medical vis to internist to ^jedalists, 
XRays or Edio-scannii^ childbirth, hogntaloadon, surgery. 

- Limitadons to access medical services (induding income Brnharions and limitadons resulting dom the phyacal 
(fistance to the nearest heaidi service Polity) 

- dentd asasiance in the last 6 months, whedier for emeigenqr and whether tteatxnem was provided 

- whether vtKicfaers were used or services were not paid 

- medicines prescifoed and whsher thQT had to be paid fix'. 



D - Other Indicators 

Similariy to tbe Bolivia £IH and tbe Paraguay SES, die CASEN can also provide a set (^related input 
incficators in the areas of educadcm and bousing that are usefiil to (fifierendate and explain idative (fifilerences 
amoi^ sub'groups of the populadon in access and output indicators. These related iiqiut indicators are: the 
educadonal levd of the mcaher and of the head of the housdiold, income, sanitadon condidons of the dwdBng. 
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E. Overall Assessment ofHealth Coverage 



loves^iEdon of Heaitfa, psstiajjaiiy of certain aspects Ske Fertifity, Bi&ia Morta%, Ccaitracqjdon 
and Morindity is always sebjea to tire perc^oos of le^poodents m these issues. The dassical sequence of 
questions to assess ferdii^and in&nt monaiity tates is sul^ea to die correct lecoQecdon ontfaepait of women 
of die nusdier of dnldten had, to cuituia! petcqitions nmdvii^ sii^e wonKQ who became pr^nant and 

do iK>t want to eiqxise tins &a to itoerviams aid to cuiturai convennons cm stilartfas and deadi of dnldren at 
birth. 



SnnSariy, modndity inclination in^ be a:&cted by cultural percepdmis td’ sickness as wdl as by the 
knowledge respondents have of symptoms ^di inquire medical attentkm. In all those cases, die coirea use 
of adminisaarive records (hosfntai records, vital statistics, etc.) could gteady reduce eventual eirois in the 
interp r et a tion of housdioid data. 

There is no w;^ to assess die quality of data obtained in the surveys analyzed m dos paper. Tte 
analyas of the questionnaiies, however, diows that in die cases of surveys inve^lgatiiig b«?ldi vaiidiles, much 
attention was pdd to input aid access ixuhcatcffs, patdculaify die (H^ rdamd to ^wennseot prodded health 
ssvices Eke immunization, medical care, |»p te^ j^eveodve bealdi care ad costs of (ddahm^ certain 
services, be those costs measured in currency or in tetins ofhow ea^ (ot <S£Scuit) the access to faeaidi fidfides 
is for d» population as a idmle. Bi addhion, surveys jm wsrigaring health vatiables pad ^ledal attendcm to 
vuhieiabte gtoiqis of die pt^iulaticHr in&nts, dddien, pregnant women and wonan in dshfixating age. 



4S. Income and Expenditiires: thelnvest^ation irf’Bbnsebtdd Budgets hi Labor Force Type Surveys 

As meokmed in the |uevkHis secdon, <n^ the Bofivia ESI covets in a more systematic way, 
HovsebcM Eiqientfitures, particular^ esqieodituies vi^ fxxi The Ihvguay and Atj^ntina LFS<type surveys 
do not cover housdudd bidgets, esqieikEtures and fixd consumption at alL Neidier do the CA^N or 
Paiagut^ SES. In die case ai Iteaguay, only creps and anima l {»oducts used by die bxisjmd Sx- die 
consuepdon of its membeis are covered. 

Both the CASEK and the 19^-93 UnjgutQr Ldxir Force Sitv^ investigate the housdudd is 
investigated concemhg the existeace of certain durable goods which mi^ indcae rdative dffierences in 
levds of consunptiem and com&n of ixnisdioids. In die case of CASEN, diese items are: tatfio/lape pla«r, 
BAV TV, bicyde, color TV, Refigeiator, Wadier, VCR aiKl car. In the case of Ihxgu^, bicydes are not 
included, refiigerators are tfifieremiaed between lefigeratms widi fieezer and without fieezer and heater, 
d^iwasher and idcrowave are added to dK fist Tins investgatton is not an inveaigaiian of consunpdon 

but the i nfiam aa on it gathers can be used &r an ovoall assessment of the rdative comd»t aid weQ-beeg 
kxiseholds at d ifia e nt levds of income, egoy. 
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4.6. Indicators and Measures ofliving Standards: a somiinaiy 

Table 4 (ANNEX) provides an overview of the five countiy-case studies concerning rfata coverage fi>r 
the constmcnon of iiqjut, access, output and outcon^ indicatois in Education, Health and Nutrition. This base 
list of indicators contains only the ones 'nhidi can be obtained from housdiold surv^ data and does not 
include other indicators \riiidi may be obtained fi’om administiative data.^^ 

In general terms, the table shows that household surv^ - when properly designed, implemented and 
analyzed - can be particuiarly usefirl in providing data for the construction of access and output indicators, 
parriculaily in sectors like Health, Education and Housing; th^ can be extiem^ use&I in foe idenfificafion of 
the mos vuineraUe groups in foe population wisdi foould taigeted as b eneficiarie s of social programs. 
Finally, th^ can also be very usefiil for the general assessment of program s and pc^es, particulatfy of foe 
outcome of longer term policies and thor inpaa on overall livii^ conditions of foe population. Hcnisdiold 
surv^ are also an effective instmment to assess access to services. 

Household surveys can be usefiil instruments to conpiement infimnarion collected at Social Services 
Farilitifv; and loinwn a< Pninte of Services Ddryery .Stirvays, that rc «aiTvqr«; ftfb flrrgficigr ir^ nf pmgragig ii/fi»'4i 

are applied to users as they come to receive foe service. Wlnie PSDS can onfy cover those who are actually 
receiving the service, hous^oid surveys can provide informatimi on those who foouid be receivii^ foe service 
but who are not and on foe reasons wi^ fo^ are not it must be noted, however, tlsst foe use of housdiold 
survey data to assess indhidual, qiedfic, social pr og rams in detail and social programs vrindi do not cover all 
areas of foe country, may prove to be extremefy dtScuh due to foe nature of foe phenc»nena these surveys are 
desgned to measure and offoesanqile design required to measure them. 

Hus is foe case, for instance, wifo ttying to use hoisdidd survey data foe assessment of coveia^ 

of fixxi subsidy programs for cbOdren and p r ^n a nt women, of £»* assessing ptogtams designed to alleviate 
urban poverty, ac nnal povetQr. Specific p rogr ams and impjects wiS much benefit finom foe overall jneture of 
potential beiKfidaiy groups and how foey (fiffer fiom ofoer sodo-ecmimmc groiqis that cafiy natkmal-scale 
facnisdioid surv^ qieraiions can provide. Tatge ing and momtoriiig of such ptogt ams and projects, as wdi as 
inyaa assessment, however, should be based on inatramentsdeai^ designed fig~sudi purposes. 

Rather than instruments to measure ouqnits of ^ledfic social pn^ram s, housdiold surv^ can be 
efficient instruments to monitor general living conditkms ai^ as aresuh, to provide data forfoe monitorii^ (ff 
outcome incficatois (externalities) winch go beyond foe specific purposes of a pit^tam and have an inqiaa on 
such a broad range of areas as to afito foe general wdl-being of a population and are usualfy wdkaptured by 
wefl-designed housdiold surveys. 

Table 4 shows thar, of the five countries son&d, Aigendna and Uniguay are foe ones in whidi 
surveys tequirii^ fay for, foe most inq>rovements in foar content and coverage of fopics and variables. The 
content of quesdonnaiies in foe 19S9 Argentina survey and foe 1989 Umgu^ soiv^ is deazfy forected to 
c ap t urin g foe characteristics of urban labor, urban eoqrlqyment and inccane and although inqrrovements have 
made in foe 1 992-93 Uniguay Labor Force Survey, fo^ do no alter its nature and conposmon of topics 
under investigation. 

In general terms, foe Argentina surv^ is foe less encompasst^ in topics coverage; innnediatdy 
foOowed by foe Unigu^ survey. In foct in of i m prov e m ents in the questionnaire of foe 1992 Uruguay 

SUTV^, its snuciure is stS baac^ foe same stnicture of a traditional housdiold surv^. 



Table 1 provides information on the o\*eraiI status of housdiold survey's and Table 2 provides infbnnatitm on 
international support to survey^dated activities in these countries. Table 3 provides an overview of topics 
coverage for each coutmy. 
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The Bolivia EIH presents the mo^ induave topics coverage from the point of view of the 
measurement of &vh^ standards, although the material analyzed provides no indication on data quality as wdl 
as on how e&ctiv^ sodal indicators are processed for analysis. The CMe CASEN is the most weQ-rounded 
survey from the pcnnt of view of the Directives of the surv^ and the construction of its questionnaiie. 
Hovrever, as previous mentioned, it does not esdraustiv^ cover frving conditions but lather concentrates on 
measures allowing for the monitoting of sodal prc^rams and their beneficiaries. 

Together with the ChOe CASEN, die Paraguay SES presents a wdl-tounded coverage of basic 
variables to analyze the sodo-economic characteristics of Paragp^an Emilies, althou^ not as extensive and 
int^iated as the one provided in surveys based on the LSMS, widi modular questimmaiies, like the Bolivia 
survey. It must be noted, however, that die Paraguay SES is rather dififeent from the CASEN in that it is not 
institutionalized yet From the point of view of insdtudonalization and e&ctive use of results, the CASEN 
experience is by for the most successfiri of afl. The Paraguay SES was a one-time survey and has not been 
instmitionaiized. However, it may provide a good aaidng point for a pro g ra m designs! to impovii^ die 
quality of housdiold surv^ in that countiy. 




CbaptB’S 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 



Analysis of difTerent expenences is the impiementadon of housdioid airv^ progr a ms point to the 
relevance of instztutional and govensnent support ferthe success of diese ptogtams . Muhilaterai agencies and 
devdopmem banks have repeatedly stressed ^e importance of a country's govensnent st qrpo rt in the success 
of a program In this sense, the Jamdca esqretience with the LSMS and the Clniean expenence with the 
CAS]^ provide the best evidence, of successfiil, on-going housdioid surveys acthndes. The Jamaica 
experience was not anah^ed in detail in tins paper for two reasons; 0} on the one hand, it is an excqrdon in die 
attempt to int^mte die LSMS with its reguiar program of household surv^s; ® on the other, because it was 
already extensivdy anafyzed Grodi (1991). 

An assessment ofthe Bolivian system ofsodalstadsdcs (Vos; 1992, part 3, p. 3-^ stresses that die 
need of macroeconomic polides for the control of indadon b^amn^ in 1995 assigned priority to the r^ular 
producnon of economic indicators. As a result, social stadsdcs fordie producdon of so^ in^cators present 
several problems, amot^ diem; discontinuity in dme, high (fispersion of infon n a rion sources (mchicfing 
a diiiiiiiscacv e records), noi^existence of a central cocmfinani^ agency, lack of analydcal dassificadons of 
topics for anah^ (the only dassificadons available are the sectoral oneX high degree of a^regation of data, 
areas in which very Jhde has been done to create a system of stadsdcs (Ete Nutridon and Hbuai^. In adddon, 
admimstradve recmds wlndi form an inqioitant source of infonnadon for das system, are not ahv^ dm^ or 
eflfecriveiytransfened to die INE (die central statistical agen^). 

Airnig amilar fines, an assessment of Argentina^ INDEC (hstituto Nadcnai deEstadisdcasy Censos) 
was puhfidied in April 1994 underd^Program ofCmiscddadon ofthe FinandalandAdtniniaiative Reform of 
the Public Sector. This Progtam, supported tytte IDB, intemis to mpove the management efficient of the 
PuUic Seaor and indudes, amoi^ its ctnqpooents, the modennzadon of the A rgentine a n Nadonal Stadsdcal 
System”. Acconfit^m this document, So^ and Demc^iqfitac Stadsdcs at INDEC enjoy a better rqnjtadon 
among users than die EcoiKiniic Stadsdcs. However, ooncem ing the Sododennogiapfaic Statistics in general 
die document states that; 



”No obstante, la profinidzacmn dd anaSsis revda caiendas en vanas areas que denen que ver con la 
cobettura geografica, la modemiadoa metodoi^ca, d pr oces am iento inconqilao de iz^mnadon y 
eiretrasoen la inqilementadondeencuestasbasicas pared pais” (Mdgar, 1994:28) 

And concenfing the Housdmid Surv^ in particular, it s^; 

"A pesar que las evahiadones intemas y extemas condi^en fovoiablemente en cuanto a la cafidad de 
la infoimadra que recaba, se leconooe que la EPH dene mucbas iimtodcHies y ca r e nd as; feh a n las 
locafidades mas rhitac ddieiia ser rqsesenredva al meoos del pais uibano, d cuesdonaiio esta en 
vigenda desde hace 20 anos, d marco muestral se basa en d Censo de 1980 y k>s mudios canfinos 
eiqieritnenredos por d mercado de trab^o no p u eden sertotaimente capredos" (Mdgar, 1994: 31) 

The document nmdons effiirts, in the finm of isolated efifiirts to redesign the sinv^ whidi m^ point 
in the direcnon of inqnovements. However, the leviskni as a whole lacks a schedule and does not count with 
enou^ human and mateiial resources to inclement it. The m^or advance so for had been the aeadon of a 
working groiqi in diargeofdesigiiiiig the sample fiame- based cm the 1991 Census -for all housdioid surveys. 



“ cf. Alicia T. Mdear. 1994. 
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mrt^irfmg the ]jicx>me-Expenditures Survey, i^ch however is &r fiom conduding the proposed task for lack 
of human resources in Statistics, Soddogy and Economics. 



Tl^ documeffi fists the activities wiiidi are required forimprovementofovetall quality and efficiency 
in this area. We can perfectly ad^ these recomment^ons to apply, in their almost entirety, to aH countries 
anafyzed in tins rqjort, as fellows; 

a) regular Income-Expenditures Survey to tqxiate the CPI system of weights and to extend CPI 
calculations to a wider ^(^raphic as wdl as to estimate and analyze the consumption of 
femilies; 

b) a sy^em of municipal infermation; 

c) good quality administrative data on educational establishments and r^ular censuses of educational 

^» <yiHi^TTients; 



d) the regular iqxiatins of the san^le fiame fer housdiold surv^, 

e) a sample (fesign fer Pennanent Househdd Surveys which allows fer at the national 

r^cHial and and state levd, uifoan and lural, and fer munidpafines and uiban coi^merates above a 
certain pc^xiiation aze; 



{) campeaScnSxy in the dasaficanon of ocaqsanons used in the peculation census and in the economic 
surveys; 

^ analyas of internal and external m^ratioos; 

h) e&ctive (fissetmnation of data fiom the Census, the Pennanent Ebusdtold Surv^ and other 
source^ 
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S.1. General Recommendations 



The anaiysts of household surveys in T American countries ^uld talfe into account die countries 

are diSerexit in their weaknesses and stmgths in this area. While some countries may need imp r nvem e m!; in 
geographic coverage and others in topics coverage, others imiy need to put more e&it in the timdiness widi 
which infbnnarion is rdeased, What this paper reaify^ intends to show, however, is that a whole e ffort may be 
required, in aH countries to reconcepnialize household surveys so as to meet the present needs of 
analysis, winch is focused on social, rather than economic development issues and cmtcomes. 

In general temis, the overall quality and efficiency of social statistics for pofiq^>making in T .atTn 
America requires: 



0) tim^ and reliable LDCome-Expenditures Surveys in addition to a r^ular program of bousdold surv^ 
with improved geographic and topics covei^e; 



(S) a system of information wUdi accounts for indicators at different levels, Som the natinnai to the mumdpal, 
mchidhig urban and rural and one in which operational procedures could be ftprotit raitTeri so as to allow 
different admimstrative levels to coBea and organize information idevant for their qsecific pl an n i n g and poScy- 
makingneeds; 



^ the hematic updating of sample ffames and mqnovements in rite sample design cffhousdioid surveys; 



(iv) in^novements in the classification of occupations and the use of standard concq tt s and definitions link in g 
the infonnanon extracted fiom economic, demt^raphic and sodal suiv^ 

(v) standard sets of tables and tabulations fisr the demograpMc census and regular housdmid surveys so as to 
allow for inter-census comparativ e analysis 

Even in the countries where a rdadvefy stable system ofknisdKhi surv^ has been in qjerarion, fiieir 
contem foils short of providii^ sound infotmatkm for the nmch required analysis ^Bvii^ coiKSti^. Prom fois 
pcfoa of view, actions designed to inqnove foe content, geographic coverage, methodology and operational 
procedures require anemion to insfourional foScuities in foe area of data coDecdcm and laofoKtion of 
statisQcd information in virtually all Latin American cournries. 

Looking more dosdy at the five cases analyzed in foe previous section, for example, borfi the 
Aigentma and foe Un^u^ Hcxisdioid Survgrs need inqnovements bt^ in geogisq>hic coverage and in tc^cs 
coverage. Gec^rEpinc coverage itsdf carmot be solved by mer^ incoipmatn^ rural strata to foe sample. In 
foct, rural household surv^ constitute, in themselves, a special type of survey in the sense that foe ea t eries 
and concepts used to mvesogate housn^ economic activities and foe labor rzarket, income, education, etc. in 
urban areas are not adequate to investigate these to{»cs in rural areas. 



Quite often, foe measurement offoecharacterisricsofemptoyment and of the labor firree, as wdl as of 
housng and education will require a conpleteiy new (pssdonnaite, designed to capture foe pecufiaiities of 
these aspects in rural areas. The Bolivia EEH, winch is LSMS-based and, more spedficaDy foe Paraguay SES 
are the surveys which allow for a better apprehe ns ion of rural aspects. 

The Par^uay SES is organizBd in such a way as to efifediv^ capture an foe daaBs of nsai econotme 
aettvities and their inqaa at foe housdioid levd. The LSMS-modd, in geiierai, deals with foe ^tedfic rural 
characteristics more comfortably due to foe modular construction of its quesrionnaiTe: foe mcxlule is 
used for foe invesiigarion of econonne activmes in urban areas is dSflfereni fiom foe one used to investigate 
these aedvides in niral areas. Labor force surveys, however, are inudi less flexfole. As a result, foe fow 
countries where the LFS sanqile covers both and urban areas, do not present pardculaiiy ridi data 
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concerning the rural areas. Brazil is one known case that comes to mind in windi aueiupts have been made at a 
certain point to conduci an LFS specifically designed for rural areas. 

Recommendations for extending housdiold survey coverage to rural areas should stress that such an 
extenaon nr^jEes an esqransion of content and concerts with imj^cations in the structure of the surv^ 
questionnaire itself throu^ the incorporation of one quesnatmaire especially desgned to be applied in rural 
areas and with content and concqns apprcqniate to capture dififetent rural realities (moimtain x plains, fertiie 
soil X rocky areas, agriculture and/or livestock, «c.). 

The Agriculture/Livestock siqrfdement to the Paraguay Sodo-Econotrnc Survey is one step ahead m 
this direction in vibzt le^ to the analysis of agricultural actrvhies and the dtaracterisdcs of enqjlqyment and 
die labor fiirce in rur^ areas, as previously described. Because this sup{dement investigates not only 
agricultural and livestock producnon and income, but also the socio-economic cbaiactetistics a£ agricuituial- 
iivestock activities it tcon be used as an efiective starting point for planning rural coverage of r^uiar programs 
of housdiold survws. 

The CASEN sinvey must be analyzed as a complement to a r^ular progiani of household sirv^ 
and -so it appears - a ve^ efficient one for monitoting social investments. Ifowever, because it mostly covers 
indicators of access to die social programs bdiig ddivered, an instrumort is required to measure topics the 
CASEN does not cover neidier doK Chile's PIDEH (Programa Int^rado de Encuestas de Ht^ares. Coverage 
of these topics indudes, paidculariy, variables fiir the construcdon of itpit indScators for faeaMi and educadon 
(nutrition), and ou^ut indicatots in health (fertility rates, Ifirdi rates, mortality rates in f imi and dnld 

mortality rates, life expectanqr rates. Some of the sectoral output indicatois ate also general outcome 
indicators in die sense that inqxovements in their rates in^ overafl inqirovements in fivmg comfitions of die 
populanon. 

5,2. Recommendadons on To|hcs Covoage 

Fflfecrivg production of hpit, access, taitput and outcmne indicators lequhes a more extensve 
coverage oftqacscover^ in household survtys in general than the one already avaikbiei Oftbe five surveys 
analyzed here, Bolivia, CMe and Paraguty provide a somewhat efi»cdve coverage of access incficators and the 
Bolivia EIH provides the most elective variables range covera^ widm each topic as wdl as the widest 
coverage of topics since tt inchides some i nfbrmati an on Nutrition and on Expenditures. The Paraguay SES 
provides an effective coverage of topics conceniii^ rural econcarJc activities. On the other hand, the CASEN 
seems to be the best deagned surv^ to investigaie access and output intficators for ^ledal soda! programs. 

i 

Efifective coverage of topics sJiouid also provide the base Aments for the organization of information 
under ffiffoentdassificationsystans in such a witydiat it could be analyzed domdt&rentaiqiroadies; either 
die seaoral, which was chosen to organize the information on surveys in this rqxxt, or fisr ffiSdent pc^niiation 
grotqis and difier e m pcfiity issues; dnldren, women, moti»s, tiie weak force, die older pcqaiiadcm, poverty, 
etc. The general t ec ommCT da rio ns fisted in section 3 .6 of tins report for aS Latin American countries ap^£es to 
some countries analyzed in tins part 

I 

Parnculariy in what refers to the need for ingnovements in geogrgihic coverage ainiitg at 
representativeness of rurk areas, fiequency and levd rgnesentadveness of data, the r^ular program of 
household surveys in Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguty and Uniguty require as much attemion as any mher 
Tittin American country. As previouriy mentioned, however, geographic coverage, decprency and levd of 
rgjresentativenessofd^'are not an issue in the Chilean CASEN and the Paragutyan SES. Topics coverage in 
Bolivia’s EIH is rather enconqiassng as compared to the average of survtys analyzed while the Argentina and 
Uruguay surveys require impro vements in all areas. 




IropFOvements in each of these areas should take into account the need to guarantee data 
comparability within eadi country across time as wdl as, if pos^le, a minimiim levd of compar aMi^ across 
countries. Conqiarabilily of (bta widtin each country can only be g»anwitf»eri dirou^ cotnpr^ensive 
gjso^spiac coverage with data disa^r^ation for tSSsreoL geogiapiuc and administiative ievds (national, 
rural tnban. states and munidpaBiies. mecrqx>Iitan r^ons, dries whhin strata of pqjuiation). Comparain&ty 
of across countrus can onfy be adtieved dirough a core of topics and variables whhin topics win^ wiO be 

covered with the same tnedtodology and operational procedures across countries, r^aidless of vatidsles 
introduced to cover phenomena whidi ate peaifiar to individuai countries. 

A fist of variables to be covered wtdiin eadi topic to provide a base set of iipit, access, output and 
outcome soda! indicators as wdl as coverage for ^tedhe population groups and poBcy issues is provided 
bdow. 







Topic 



Type orindicntor 



Indicntors 



Variables 



AND DEMOGRAPHIC 
ERISTICS (I) 



ION (2) 



♦ Dcnsily s((uurc RKitugu 

- muutvT of rix>ms uml number uf rooms iis(xl us Ixxlrooius 

access (0 drinking wutcr (l)’pu iind source), 

^Snnilation • Inilbroom imd conncclion U> seweruge 

- gnrhigo cotleclii))i iin J disfiosiliuii 

> kitchen thcililios iind uKiking coiulitinns (l>'pcofruel) 

> uvuitabiliiy iifstovo, refHgernlor, nidio, l.v. set. 



^ Ixivcl orcoinforl uvuilublo to hmiscliold 
nieniiKis 

• IXmognipliic Cliumctcrislics 



♦ Migration 



* Inpul - PatltcVs and Mollicr's lust grade/luvel 

completed 

• 1 lousing, I Icult! . and Nutrition Indicators ' 

«iypoorScliuol 

McC€ 99 .Costs 

- Ocogropilic Access 



- Attendance 
• Output . Perr(>nnimcc 

dJtcnicy 



-iigu 

•gender 

•reliitioiisliip to Iteud oritmisehnid 

• place of birtli (ttthun or ninil urea) 

• when and why respondent felt place orhirlli 

• how long in present locution 

• localities where respimdent lived t)ctwccn place of hiiih 
und present location 



- lust grade and level completed for all tnemixns of 
hoiLsehoId 

• listed in I lousing, lleullh/Niitritiun. Section 

- l^tblio, IMvule, wlietlicr paid pr not 

- Iiow much in liiitiun, fees, unifomis 

- how tong docs it take, leans oflranspurlation used 



* attendance and reasons for not attending 
*gnide/luvel/agu 

•repetition 

• ennread and write 
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Topic 



Type oriiuiicntor 



liidirators 



Variiililes 



ANDNIiTRITlONO) 



• ln|m! -N»»lrition 

• uluculioiuii luvul ofhuud ofhouschulil eiul 
wife 

• llmistihntd Income 

• Immiint/jiluui covemgu 

- Iluitllh l{iiitoulioii IVigruins 

- l^e<Niiln1 Cnm Piogrnms 

- ‘IVpe of medical cam sockod and roccived 

• AC€«!SS 

- Ty|X) of cam delivered (ofllco \isii» 
hospitiilwilion/Icngtli. aurgciy, ulc.) 

• Cosls* - 



-Cieogmpluc Access 



• Oegroo of Stitisfaclion with services 
received: 



• Fetlili^/nirth Rales 

• Infant and Child Mortality Rales 



* Output 



- Morbidity Rotes for Adults 
•Morlridily Rales for Children 

- Niitntional/1 Icalth State ofChitdrcn 



- Averogo RmxI conmunplion per person (for lisi of viirinlilcs, 
SCO Nutrition l)chnv) 

^ Availiibility of I'ikkI Subsidies IVogrums for roputiilion ut 
risk: liifnnls and Children, Prcgnniit and Mruislfcctling 
Wiintcn 

• Childien yoimgcr tliaii one; nrcaslfeoding 



private doctor, public hcallli facility, dnigstoro, mmjo, rillagc 
medicine man, talked to a nuighlxir or seirnuxlictilton. de 



• Ikivv much paid for caw 

• u iidher nuxiicinc prescribed was given or iKnigJil) 

- kind of transportation was used 

• limv far is ntcdiuil ciiro faeility 

- lengtlr rospandents had to wail to bo attended 

- Iu)\v ws|KnulentH evahuitc care received. 



To all women between l5yrs.ofageand49 
- 1 Vcgnancy? I low nmiiy times? 

• I low many childwn bom uUvo? 

• I low many cliildrcn are still olive? 

• Ago when had lirsi child 

- In the lust 5 yrs. lost any cluldxen younger llian five? 

- 1 low many? Date of birtlr, date, age and cause of death 

-symptoms 

- symptoms * cough, diarrhea, fever 

- anthropometric measures: height/age (6-7 years old) and 
weight/age (0-5 years old). 
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(1) Housing and Demograpbic Characteristics of Population 



It -wouid be very useM if housriiold survey data could provide infiirniation on &miEes sharing a dwelling, to <BfFer entiitfe 
faousdioids vrindi aie ccmiposed of only one nudear &n&ly Oiusband, wife and chtidien), ch» nudear feni% in whidi eidier the father 
ormotherisinissng,twoorinoreunrdatedindividuaisortwoorn3orefeii!ifiesdiarii^ti!esamedweifing. Sudt infennaticm can be 
easily obtained wfaei the list of household inetnber provides information on who is the head of hcKisdiold, who are the heals of fennfies 
On tite case of two or mcae fentiSes) and asagns nutriters for ead> chtster ofhou^ioid meinbers winch con^se a (SSerent femiy. 
Such infermadon would allow fer the analysis of changes in n^ttiality patterns, changes in feiniiy compoatKm, as well as fer the 
idemificarion of fiBferati snate^es adopted by housdiokis, feonfies and individuals to cope wife constraints Ske low income, 
unemployment, sii^e parenfeood, &c. 

(2) Education 

To inqtrave output indicators on educational petfennance and to siq^poit analysis of indiiea costs of fer 

housdtolds; 

- School-Age, Basic, Nfiddle and Kd Sdiool, College, Graduate, Vocarional, etc.: Attends School Esduavdy, Attends School and 
Works, Atteiais Sdiool and Hdps wife Housework, Only i^is wife Hcaisewoik, Only Works. Has can be ejqanded to: 

> Forfeose who attend sdiool and woik or who crniy work: 

- How mat^r hours of work a wedc? 

>Forfeose who attend school and hdp wife housewoik or who only with housework 

- how many hraits of housewDik a wedc? 

> Fes' an re^Kmdetits who attend sdmol: 

- Iksie Stu^/Homewtsk: isiw tnaiw hours a day ate :^ient at hestffi audjm^fefeig honmwQik? 

Cmicenm^ Input Inucarors, in Education, Houring Comfitions are among the most imporomt .ones in adfetion to Heahfa and 
Hutridon Conefitions. Ckmcxmimg Outcesne Indicates, a5meniksiedeatfiermdnsreixir^tfaeynieasurettiee9aen]afitiesofpoficus,or 
fee in^sovemems made in one area as an imfoect result of pofides and m v est m ents in anofeer. Hns is particuiariy fee case of 
investments in Educatkm because studies have nqieatedly feown the ^over e&a (rf’afesoveQients in educaticmal infecratms to ofeer 
areas: a better educated population has more access to better jobs - ai^ ccsBequendy to a better inccsiie, better houat^ cotuMmis and 
beaer hedfe, better educated women dmw lower fetiiiy rates, and feeir diildira Icmer monality rates^ as wdl as lower drop-out 

and rqietiricm rates in sdmollliCTrgfore; fee constnietfenofouBxmreimtettHS in Education requires panictdar^gocxiinfi i na a t i on in 
Ifealfe, as descrSied bdow. 



(3) HEALTH INDICATORS 

Heaife hsScaots feouid cover aS le^ients and investigate general morinfety as wdl as qiedfic a^iects conoenuDg groups at 
lisk: pregnant women and women ffl childbearii^ years and daldrem paitkdariy infents and pre4cfaod ^ didreQ, but dso sduoi 
age dnldren. For feesegrotgis.healfecondifems are tntrinsicaily related to ba^sanitaiycmitfitions in the housd«dd.levd of education 
of fee head of iKxisritoid and, more inqimtant y^ of the wranen/mafeers, and to tiie raitritionai concStimis wifeh, cm tirairtum, are 
dqiendent on tousdbe^ incotne. Iherefime, questionnaires fenaJd investm;ate aO feere a^iects. Ccmcening Input huScatots, 
the average food ooasampam per perami (fer fist of vaiihles, see Nutritimi bdow), the avaMnfi^ of food oiHofewg pn^tanB for 
groi^ of tire population at ri^ l^astfeeding for children youi^ tiian one, tire educational levd of head (^hoosdioid and vrife, 
hous^ld Inornie. hqnit intficators in Heaife wouid be tire coverage of programs like insnunization, heaife education and prematal 
care. 
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5^1. Additional Important Indicators 
Nutrition 



InvestigadoD of Nutiiiion in bousdioid surveys should be kept to a minimum due to all the methodo lo g its^l and opeiatbnal 
difficulties involved in collecting the inffinnation on quantities hn ugitt, amount and quantities of food efifectivriy ««iqimpri by 
household members in the reference period. The solution adopted in the few countries whidi mfvhiti^ on nutrition in tiieix 

housdiold surveys is to investee nutritional adjects whidi are rdevant far certain grcHips of tiie poiuiation triio m^ be at ride 
pr^nant women, in&nis and dnldiea Meals at home and outside as wdl as tiie access to certain p r o g r am s like maak provided ati 
work, meal subsiify tickets, and school lunch p rogr am s are not difficult to invest^ate either. 

Anthropometric measures are an effective and reasonably .simple way of obtaining measures of the n utritiona l comfitions of 
infants and childrea Becaii.se of the rdevant role h plays in early inffincy as a natural provider of protection aoaingr certain conditions, 
breasfeeding is an important aspect to investigate concerning the nutritional conditions of hi&nts (0-1 year old); whether mfenr is hmng 
breastfed, if not whether infant was, for bow long, when were infants introduced to solid faiods, etc.). 



Prponant women anri wnmen who are breastfeeding should >x» Ttiv agripaterf fintiffftmtnp th«» intalfg ealrnim imn ^mef felK rnlfn 

supplements. 



Income and Expenditures 

As noted eariier in tins repon, Income-Expenditures Surv^ are; in themsdves, extreme drffiffufr to tmpiemwiT at r^tilar 
intervals because of the la^ costs of a ieiK;ti^ operaam and a comiitoc quest i o nnair e. The countries vrindi opt to inqdenKnt the 
LSMS-type surv^ wiD, in general have some mfoimati on on Eiqjendituies, a>tho»igti not as extensive as the mformarinn usually 
provided in Income-E^qiendituressurvqrs: it usually covers a stnaDernuofaerofitems and short e r referen c e periods. 

Because the consunqttion of imfividuai items and products vaifes from countiy to country due to their avaialnlity, price, 
cuhuiai factors detenmmng their use, etc^ it b of ik> aval to jxovide a.deta2ed Sst of aspects to be investigated. In general terms, 
however, a few recommendations on the dassiticationofExpeDffitoies can be made: 

- Food and Non-feod Consunqition Eigiendhures 

> For Food Consumption: lefoence periods sfatxild be the previous dsy^ and tiie past seven dsys. 

> Non-Food Consumption Expenefitutes indudes: esqiendituieswidi the consungitionofduiable goods (aitides fertile home, personal 
care, dothii^ and shoes) ai^ expenditures wife services, faousit^ and car maintenance, educatiem, heaife care, tianqxjitation, 
recreation and leisure; etc. Reference periods fer these expenfetures are usually longer, varying fiom 4 to 1 2 months. 

Concennng Income, in adefition to the dassical variables used to invesigate IhconK in Ldior Force Surveys, the 
general recommendations are in order Income types, sources and amount ghonM be as detailed as possdde so that the best picture can 
be obtained. In addition, indirect income dicwld also be induded in the ccxtqnitation of both hcxise^d and individuad income. Inferect 
income indudes savings derived fiom nmpayo^ rent m'nxx^age on a house, family remittances, loans, msmance premiums, benefas 
Eke empioyee-^xjnsored metfical insurance and medical benefits, retirement plans, bonuses, ttanqiortatian, etc. 

Hnally, an InventotyofDuiable Goods in tiie HousdioidGke cars, refiigemtois, TV sets, VCR, ccmqniters, sewhg machines, 
motorboats, bk^des, etc., and fe^purdiase value -as wdl as fer facnvmudi they oxild be sdd today -can {xovide an adfetionati set 
of infonnation to assess the general wdl-being of dififarem pqxilation giot^ 



-( 52 )- 




S3, final Ranarks 



Innprov e m ents in the systems of bousdiold smv^ in most Latin American countries will lequiie, in adtfidon to financial 
resources and support, a suotig coinnii o n ent on the pan of die governments and agencies involved. Tberefiire, an assessment 

of die institutional c^iacity of ccamtries should look back into the instinirionai histoiy of bousdic^ survey p rogr a ms in the countries, 
attenqiting to identify tre^ in human and bu<%a resources assigned to the implementation these p r c^r ams . This analysis mi^ 
darify die weaknesses and strengths (bodi technical and institutional) of progra ms, guiding the acdons to be inqilemented in each 
incfividual country Goals to be set and their order ofpriority may be very di&rait in each case, dqiendmg on the areas whicfa need 
more support. 

This r^rt could only provide an overview of mqor aqiects to be considered in attempts to reformulate survey pn^tams in 
Titrin American countries. Lnplementanon of the pr ogr am wiO certain require local assessment in each cmmtiy where project wM be 
inqilemented. This assessmemdiouidpardcularfy indude aqiectsdiat were baidfytoudied upon in this lepoit, nkethecoonfinationof 
fiddqierations, the quality of fidd sta^ coding, data entry procedures, procedure for dissemination, microdata, etc. 

& must be noted tbat die ertqihasLs on an ideal coverage of topics does not mean diat such topics' must be investigated every 
year at the leigth recommended here. It oidy means that anmtries would much benefit fiom invesdgatitig than at r^ular intervals. 
Tins can be done in several ways, the eaaest one bdig ofindnding siqipiementaiy quesdmmmres, on a rotation ba^ to go with the 
regular prcgram of housdiold surveys implememed in the cmntiy. For those countries already inqilememing the LSMS-fype 
questionnaire, dus rotadonal basis could sigi^cantfy reduce qieradonal costs. This letpsres: (a) that countries <iagign a basic progr am 
of hmisefaold smv^ and inqden«it dus prcgram on a r^ular baas; (b) impr o v ements in the sanqde fiame and a flexible enou^ 
samfde design in order to maximiz e the infimnatimi (fotained for paiticuiar groups of die populadon who are being taigetted hy sodal 
pc^es and p r o gra m s. 

In adcfidon to an assessmem of each survey pngram o per ati o na l infiasaucnire, an institutional diagnoas, providing additional 
data and in fi m n a tion on the institutional inscory of each pardcular household survey which will be incftided in the ISLC pro gr am , as 
'wdl on diar faistoricai trends c once ni in g human and buc^ resources, fiequen^, data avaSabifify, etc. In the countries vriiere veiy 
&tde acdvify easts in dus area and where data is scarce, itregular and infiequent, the first step riic^d be to b^in fiom the beginning, 
s uppor t in g die inqilementadon of a good population census where it is imt dme, or improv ements in census oreradcms: plannin g, 
(geradon, data processing and analyas. 



& is also inqionaiit to integrate and coonfinate die actions of go vern me nt agencies, the Statisdcal Offices, Univeraiiies, as well 
as users cmiKming financial and human resources fiirsurv^litoinig and (geradons, trahmg programs, etc. Such coonSnadon is of 
foremost inqioitance when it comes to the need of adiiiiiilsirauve records to back-up or to complement the analysis of household 
sarveff An e&cdve system of sodal statistics cannot rely sol^ on household survey data and requires edecdve, good quafify and 
dindy adnutustradve data 

C on de ming the topics covei^ of q u esd o nna i re, it is recoinniended that pardculaify in countries with litde or irr^ular activity 
in the area of housdiold surveys or where insdtudonal siqgoit to the acdvhy is unstable, could be^ with the desgn of a very ample 
quesdonnaiie, coverhg baacdly the same topics diey abeoly cover but at a greater loigdi Once dns histruinent gos insdtutkmafized 
and is tunning snioc^ify, other topics could be adtkd (Health and Healdi Services, Fertility and Infont Moitafity, Nutririon, 
Expenditures and Ctmsunqition. etc. 

Undoubtedfy die analydcal ridmess of data fiom inflated housdiold surv^ (vdiere all the modules are appSed togette; at 
die same time, to tie same sanqde) is mudi higher because of their potential for anafyzing the intendadons amoig several sock>- 
ecomndc aqiects aD at once and their inqiact iqxm eadi other. However, countries winch have difficulties to implement such suiv^ 
each year mgin benefit fiom dmng modules on ^ledfic tO{»cs on a rotadonal basis, like a program of to;»cs investigated sequentially 
each year so diat every ttqnc would be covered evety two or dnee yeats, fix' instance. 



^ This poim win be farriiereaqilotedm the fiiiai section ofthisrqxiit,i»hidi cont ains lec orninmdatTo m for rngi rov e me p t in tousdioldsnrvqs in 
Latin Amoican ccuntiics. 
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Altfaou^ dns reduces die amfydcai potennai of survey data to show the mul^ie mteracdons of di fferen t &aors in the livtt^ 
cnnriifinn*; of the pofMiiation, at this point it would be better to have a more condensed topics coverage and seardi for inqirovements in 
the quality of the sample foame and des ign, of fidd operations and coding instruments, coding piooedures, etc^ leading to a 
qisia^h atfy of the opetadon, with visible in^aa on fiequency and data availabifity. Once these demeas are running anoodriy, nmie 
complexiQr and detail can be add ed to die quesdonnaire content itsdf A good quali^ and well-designed quesdonnaire can only offer 
good data if die suiv^ indasmicture is of ^xkI quali^. 

Some (xiuntnes, pardculariy die countries widi a more solid experience in housdiold surveys, might benefo fiom a 
combinadon of their traditional Labor Force suivq^ with the LSMS or the CASEN, mudi in die s^e of die esqieiience of Jamaica. 
The opdon for one instiument or the other wiQ be hi^iity dependent on the reasons why the countiy wants to improve its system of 
housdiold surveys: if there is an interest in obtaining more infoimadon for the analysis of pover^ and living ccmdidons, die LSMS win 
be a boier choice. If on the contraiy, the country's interest is piimaiiiy in the momtoiir^ of so^ investments and social p mg ra n ic a 
CASEN-type quesdonnaire would be much more appropriate. 
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iiivuiuury oi AvaiiaDie censuses and Surveys 

Pag# 1 





MOST RECENT 


PERMANENT HHS 


COUNTRIES 


POPULATION 










Sample Size 






CENSUS 


Name 


'Type and Date 


Frequency 


Coverage 


Last data avibl. 


Special Modules 








Initiated 














9 








1989: 4.893 hhids. 


107e&ig88-Houslng 


Argentina 


1991 


Encuesta Permanente 


LFS 


Permanent. 2 x year. 


B.A. Metro 




1989 -Health 






de Hogeres 




May and October 


and 26 urban 


B.A.: 3.100 








(INDEC) 


(since 1972) 




conglomerates 


in 1992 




Barbados 


N/A 


Continuous Household Sample 


LFS 


Permanent, quarterly 


National: Urban and 


appr. 1.400 hhids. 


N/A 






Survey 


(since 1975) 




Rural 






Belize 




Labor Force Survey 


LFS 


2 X year 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 






(LFS) 


(since 1993) 














(CSO) 












Bolivia 


1992 


Encuestas Integradas de 


Multipurpose HHS 


Permanent. 1 x year, Variable 


6 Capital cities 


1986; 2,786 hhids. 






. INE 


Hogares (previously Encuesta 


based on LSMS model 


5 rounds 1980-02 continuous 


plus El Alto (U) 


1989: 7,624 hhids. 








Permanente de Hogares) 


(Since 1969) 


since *93. 




(approximately 5,000 








mi 








dwellings) 


















PNAD Suplements: 


Brazil 


1991 


Pesquisa Naclonal por 


Multipurpose HHS 


Permanent 


National, except 


1986: 75.000 hhids. 


1973-Labor Force & Fertility 




IBGE 


Amostra de Domicilios (PNAD) 


(since 1967) 


67-70: quarterly 


for rural North 


1993: 90,000 hhids. 


1976 « Race, Labor & Social Mobllih 






(IBGE) 




71 on: Yearly, Ivirlm. 






1977 - Housing 
19^ - Health 
















1982 - Education 
i98lrUbbr&The Welfare 






Pesquisa Mensal de Emprego (PI 


LFS 


Permanent, monthly 


Metro Regions: 










(IBGE) 


(since 1960) 




RJ, SP. Porto 


40,000 hhids. 


1984 - Fertility 












Alegre, 6H, 




1985 fiLlyingi^ Children In : 












Salvador, 
















Recife 




1066 - Contraceptive Practices, 
Access to Social Programs & 
Unionization/Community 
Participation 

^999 ; Social and Pdlitlbal^ 














. 


Pijrtidipatton 

1989 - Labor Force: Formal and 
informal Labor Market 



































inventory of Available Census 
and Surveys 



Page 2 





IE8 


OTHER RELEVANT SURVEYS 


COUNTRIES 


Name 




Coverage 


Sample 


Name 


Date 


Sample Size 


Coverage 








# 


8lze-#Hhlds. 










Argentina 






Greater B.A. 


2,745 hhids 










Barbados 


















Belize 


Household Expenditures 


every S yrs. 


National 


n/a 


Pent; HeliiiH Suivey 


wmmam 


'■ b/a 


n/a 




Survey 


(CSO) 






Toledo District Survey. 


mmM 


n/a 


Local (Tol. DIstr.) 












Nutrition Survey 




n/a 


n/a 












(CSO) 






1 


Bolivia 






LaPaz, El Alto 


6.093 hhtds. 






:lliil3ii#i)iiibiHlds;r ■ 






Included In EIH as a 


Jan 60-Jan 91 


Cochabamba 














module 


(INE) 


Sla. Cruz 




Rural HHS(USA^^^ 


1991 


n/a 


Cochabamba 


















La Paz & rural 












Oemogr. Health Survey 


1989 & 1992 


n/a 














(USAID) 




n/a 


National 


Brazil 










National Survey on 


1989 


15,000 


National, except 




Pesquisa de Orcamenlos 


every 5 years 






Health and Nutrition 






(or rural NE. 




Familiares (POF) 


Mar 87- Feb 88 


Metro Areas 


n/a 


(IBGE/INAN/IPEA) 












(IBO£) 
























LSMS 


pilot 1995 


7,000 hhids. 


Northeast & Souihe 



































Hage3 



U| MVCUI'IUIU 

and Surveys (odnt.) 





MOST RECENT 


PERMANENT HH8 


COUNTRIES 


POPULATION 

CENSUS 


Name 


Type and Date 
^ Initiated 


Frequency 


Coverage 


Sample size 
U hhids. 
Last data AvibL 


Special Modules 


Chile 


1992 

(INE) 


Programs Integrado de Encuestai 
deHogares (PIDEH). 

Encuesta Naclonal del Empteo 
Encuesla de Mano de Obro y 
Remuneraclon 
Encuesta Ocupaclonat 
Encuesta Ocupaclonal y Ingreso 
(INE) 

Cariicterlitilbion Soci^dnomlc 
Naotonat*'(MIDEPUN) 


LF8 

LFS 

LFS 

LFS 

CASEN 

(slnGe1088) 


Permanent, Quarterly (INE) 
monthly 
monthly 
monthly 
once a yr. 

1987i 1B9(), 1908, : 


Gran Santiago since 
1073 

National since 1976 
National 
National 
National 
Metro Area 


iv trim 1990 
32.523 hhids. 

^jOBO; ai hhids|:ip 
;; -190^: 57,086 Hhids; r 




Colombia 


1985 

(DANE) 

1993 (results 
avibl. 94) 


Encuesta Naclonal de Hogares 
(DANE) 

V 


LFS 

Since 1970 


Permanent, quarterly In 
urban areas, variable 
frequency In rural areas 


Nallonal; Urban 
1988 & 1991; Rural 


1994; 18.286 dwellings 
Urban (7 Metropolitan 
Regions and 4 cities) 
18.200 hhids. 

1991 - Rural (4 regions): 
7.122 hhids. 


Housing • annua), since 1966 
Fertility. 1971, 72, 77, 78.80 
Needs (7). 1964 

Hbiieihg & Transportation * 1976 

Transportalion . 1980 

Informal Sector - 1984, 66, 88. 90 

Food. Nutrition & Housing • 1901 

TV, Energy, Pnte of Purchase * 1985 

Criminality. 1985 

toiirlsm - 1960 

Health/ Job Quality * 1094 


Costa Rica 


1984 

(DGEC) 


Encuesta de Hogares de 
pToposItos Multiples 
(Includes Encuesta Puntual de 
Empteo. Encuesta Continua de 
Hogares y Modutos Especlales) 
(DGEC) 


Multipurpose HHS 
(since 1987) 

(encueslas de hogares 
Initiated In 1865) 


Permanent 
1 X year, July 


Nallonal; Regional 
Urban/Rural; groups of Regl 


1986; 7,627 dwellings 
1989; 7,637 dwellings 
1993; 0,696dwelllngs 
1994; 9,736 dwellings 


Housing - 1989, 92, 94 

Access to Health Services - 1990. 93 

Insurance * 1988/94 - yearly 

Fat Intake * 1990 

Anthropometric Measures < 1992 

Breasfeeding - 1990. 94 

Senior citizens - 1994 

Working children - 1994 


Oom. Rep 


■ 


Encuesta Naclonal de Hogares 
(Central Bank) 


LFS 

(Since 1991) 


Permanent, 2 x year 


National 


n/a 
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IE8 


OTHER RELEVANT SUnVEVa 


COUNTRIES 


Name 

0 


Dale, Frequency 
and Inslllullon 


'Coverage 


Sample Size 
Last Oala Available 


Name 


Dale 


Sample Size 
(tfhhlds) 
Last Oala Avibl. 


Coverage 


Chile 




Dec 87 * Nov 88 
(INE) 


Oran Sanllago 


5,076 hhids. 










Colombia 


Encuesla do Ingresos 
y Gaslos 


Mar84-Feb8S 

(DANE) 

1094-95 


15 main cities 


28,704 hhids. 


Mulllsecloral Survey 
(Social Publ. Expend.) 
(DNP) 

Encuesla de Calldad de Vida 


1094 

1993 


n/a 

Urban: 22,125 hhid 
Rural; 1,620 hhids. 


n/a 

Nallonal and 
Bogota 


Costa Rica 




Nov. 07 - Nov. 86 
(DOEC) 


Nallonal 


4,884 hhids. 










Dominican 

Republic 




Irregular Freq. 
1984, 1902 


National 


n/a 


Encuesla Demograflca y 
de Salud (TuRs University) 


1986 


n/a 


Nallonal 




>*• 


1903 

(Ceniral Dank) 




1 

I 


Encuesla de Qaslos Soclales 

' 




n/a 


National 
































iiwwiituiy ui MVMlitlUitt Ceit»ua 
and Surveys (cent.) 














HHS 




COUNTRIES 


MOST RECENT 
POPULATION 
CENSUS 


Name 


Type and Dale 
Initiated 


Frequency 


Coverage 


Sample size 
U hhids. 
Last data AvtbL 


Special Modules 


Ecuador 




Encuesla Permanente de 
Hogar^s (Initiated In 1968 as 
Encuesta de Hogares, IPS, urban 


Multipurpose HHS 
(Since 1067) 


Permanont. 2 x year 
Annual at var. dates 
(INEM/tNEC) 


National (from 1990 on) 
Regional (serra y cosla) 
1087: Quito, Cuenca & 
Guayaquil 

1986: National Urban 
1980: National Urban 
1000: National Rural 
1991*04: National Urban 


Jul 93; 

4,491 hhids. 

11,237 hhids. 
11,829 hhids. 
1994: 9.160 dwellings 


Health • 1968-1990 
Ferllllly- 1968-1090 
Housing. Services - 1088-1990 
Education - 1067- 1994 
Capacitatlon • 1068-1991 
Demographic charact. • 1967-1994 


El Salvador 


1092 

(0GEC/U8AID) 


Encuesta de Hogares de 
Propositos Multiples 
(EHPM) 
(MIP«-AN» 


Multipurpose 
HHS 
(Since ?) 


Permanent, Annual 
Variable dates 
Since.... 


Urban 

National In 1992. i 


1991: 6,321 




Guatemala 


1995 (INE) 
(previous one 
done In 1981) 


Encuesta Naelonal 
Soclodemografica 
(since 1966) 


LFS 


Planned for every 2 yrs. 
Not Permanent 
Collected el var. 
dates (INE) 


Metro Area of 
Quatemala Clly 


1990: 

10,900 hhids. 

i 




Guyana ' 


1992-03 


Living Standards 
Measurement Survey (WB) 


LSMS 




Not Institutionalized, 
1994 round in discussion 


National 






Haiti 


■1 














Honduras 


1086 

(OGEC) 


EndUesta Conttnua sobre 
Fuerta de Trabajo 

Encuesta Permaner\te de 
Hogares de Propositos 
Multiples (EPHPM) 


LF8 

(Since 1986) 

Multipurpose HHS 
(OGEC) 
(S)nce 1989) 


Permanent, 2x yr. 
March S Sept. 


Urban; 16 major cities 
Rural: 7 regional strata 


1966; 6,450 hhids. 

1089: 6.648 hhids. 
(4.394 urban * 4,264 rura 
1992: 4,757 hhids 
1093: 7,200 dwellings 


Consumption - 1991. 92, 93 

Consumption of Basic Grains * 1989 
Women in the Labor Force * 1990 May 
Demand for Rural Labor Force * 1990 ( 
Perceptions Regarding Salaries - 1991 


Jamaica 




Labor Forca Suo'ey 
(STATIN) 


IF8 

(Since 1968) 


Quarterly (since the early 60’s 




6,000 hhids. per round 








Jantalcan Survey of 
Living Conditions 


LSMS 


Annual 




4,485 hhids. 





































and Survaysi (oont.) 



Paged 




commm iDate and Frequency 



JuL 75- Jun 76: Urban 
Sept. 78-Oct, 79: Rural 

Sept-Nov 1991 
1995 -Central Sanki 
USAID (planned) 



1992 

(MIPLAN) 



Guatemala I Nov 79 - Aug. 81 



Coverage 



Samfi^e Size 



o%mn sunvavs 



Date 



1992-1993 
Not Permartent 



HH Expend. Survey 
1976 
(IHEI) 



1978-1979 

(DOEC) 



Every 6 yre. 



Sample Size 



last Data Avtbl. 



Coverage 



Ndtionat 
(except for the 
Amazon Region 
and the Province 
of Galapagos) 







































MOST RECENT 
COUNTRIES POPULATION 
CENSUS 




Nicaragua 



1990 

(INEGI) 



1972 

(1995?) 




Encuesla Naclonal da Emptao Urbi 
(since 1985) 




Encuesla Naclonat da Hogarea 
aobra Medlcion da Nivel da Vida 
(INEC/WB) 



LSMS 

((088 agric. module) 
1993 




Encuestaa Anuates da Hogares 




Encuesla Nacionat da 
Hogares sobra Mediclon 
da Nlvetea de Vida 
(Cuanto S.A.) 



Suriname 


I9B0 


Trin t Tob. 


1990 

every ten yrs. 


Uruguay 


1985 
(DQEC) 
(1995 In 
prepara11or>) 




Continuous Semple Survey 
of Population 



Encuesla Continue da Hogares 
(INE • Since 1968) 




Encuesla da Hogares 
por Muostra 

(since 1987) 



Permanent. Quarterly 
(INEGI) 





Permanent., once a year 
(n August 
(DEC) 




Parmanenl. yearly 
at var. times 




3 rounds (65/66, 





ONGs., no Institutlonat* 
l2ed frequency 




Quarterly 
(since 1983) 




Permanent, 2 x year 




Permanent, 2 x yr 



Coverage 



Sample Size 
last Data Avibl. 



Special Modules 









Urban: 3rd. trim. 1992 
covers approx. 97% of 
population in urban centers 
with at least 100.000 pop.elir 


36.368 hhids. 




Nadonat: Urban S Rural 
Managua * 6 regions 


1993 

4,200 hids. 




National 


1993: 

about 10,000, excluding 
indigenous populations anc 
rural workers self- 
employed or employers 


1982 -Lactation 

1987 • Agricultural Employment 

1989 • Crisis Impact 


Metro Area of 
Asuncion 


1.052 hhids. 




National. Urban and 
Rural, Regional 


loas/es; 

9.024 hhids. 
1994: 3.600 dwellings 


Housing, Education. Health, Consumption, 
Econ. Activity, Dem. CharacL. Migration. 
Household business: 1Q65>86, 90,91, 84 

Fertility - 1985*66. 1994 

Nutrition- 1994 

Food Programs • 1991, 1994 








National: Urban and Rural 


1694: 2,700 hhids. 




Urban 


1986; 9.470 hhids. In 
Montevideo & 12,003 
hhids. in th^ Interior 
1992: 0,282 Montevideo 
1994: 19,200 urban hhids. 


1986 - Housing and House lease 
1989/90 - Youth 


National; Urban & Rural 


1989: 61,385 hhids. 
1992:62 775lhhlds. 


1987 • MclImltaMon, 
1987.2nd. Job 
1087 Child Caro 











































COUNTRIiS 



03 t« tnel Ff«qu«ncy I Cov«r« 0 ft 



(I tifitdi) 



Omm R 6 L 6 VAHT $URVEYS 



Sample SIta 
<«hbl 4 s| 
UslDa(aAv(bl. 



C«v«fa§a 



mt 

«vatySyra, 



Hationil 
eSHoffihfdi. 
In titban araat 



t 3 , 6 S 0 bhl 4 f. 



KnciiasU National iia 
Stonomla Infoimal 



NIctrtgua May 644 unfi 3 
Sampto alto n/a 
(INECI 



Managua I m 



1083 

£vify tanyra. (noKtofia 
plarinadlor t 0 ^| 



Panama City 
and San MlguefHo 



MotroRaglon and 
lltifoslofdta 
teunby 



Pataguay Sneutabido 

Pcatupuaslos Pan^araa 
(CantralSanlQ 



CaiidaiUanlon Socto^Economl 








da fas f amfflas Paraguayas 


1992 


8,099 hhtda. 


NaUonat 


eWPROM 


198188, 1089- 












Nitlonil Sumy on HaalUi 


1994 


19,882 woman 


Nadonat 


and NulilHon 
Coftii]rmji0ori 'j , 


^ .L-: 


848 ^Mda. , 


: Niiionat 


Dam. HaeHh Survey (OH8I 


1091 


nia 





fnfraq. aludlaa on haaflb and 
nutfUlon* feeding pfacUcaa 



Suivay on Living Condltfont 



1,481 bWda. 



Vanatuala 



Aug 02 « 8 apt 83 

(POnC) 

1094 In •xacirtlen 



Api fi 8 »Mtf 89 

lOGIEISCamtftI 

Bonbl 



< 0 «JhWdi. 



Urban (In toeal 4 tas 
wHO.Q(KI{Km|i|tt 8 .} 80 hhk 1 s 
and ovat 



ineuasla Social (ISMS| 
|l 0 Ot| 
















































Table d - Countries by Basle Coverage of Topics 



otmtrtcs 


1 ) 1^0 of 


Dwelling 


Demogr. Charact. 






















Sunxy 


Si Hir 


of Hlf Mcnibera 
























Chnructa 


All HII 
• 


Only nil 


OcGupnllon 


Incomo 


Educallon 


Health 


Nutrition 


Fciilllly & 


Mlgrotton 


Expend. 








Mcmbcri 


Hcntls 














Inf. Mori. 




Si Cons. 




• 










Tolal(6) 


Pnrflal 














rgentina 


(nPH)HHS 1989 


X 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


- 






X 




nrbddos ()) 


CHSS (1.FS) 


- 


X 




X 


no 


lobor 


X 


. 










clizc 


n/a 


n/a 


n/o 


n/n 


n/a 


n/n 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/o 


n/a 


n/a 


.rlivia 


EPH 1986 


X 


X 




X 


ycd 




X 


X 








X 


rtizil 


PNAD 1989 


X 


X 




X 


yes 




X 












hile 


' lPIDEH)HHSI989 


* 


• 




X 


yes 




X 












olombia 


HHS 1989 


X 


X 




X 


yes 




X 












osla Ricft (♦) 


EliPM 




X 




X 


t;o 


tabor 


X 












om. Republic (♦) 


EPH 


X 


X 




X 


yes 




X 












jUDdor (2) 


EPtI 1988 


X 


X 




X 


no 


tabor 


X 


X 










Salvador (•) 


EPH 


X 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 










jnlemala <•) 


EPH 


X 


X 




X 


no 


tabor, penalorr 


X 


X 










jyena (3) 


LSMS 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/o 


n/a 


itli 


n/a 


n/a 


n/o 


n/« 


n/ft 


n/n 


n/a 


n/n 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/n 


n/a 


tnduras 


Mult (ms (989 


X 


X 




X 


no 


tabor 


X 


X 








X 


maico 


LSMS (1993) 


X 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 


X 






. 


cxico 


EMEU 


X 


X 




X 


no 


labor 


X 


- 


- 






. 


carogUD (4) 


LSMS 


X 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 


X 




X 




nnmo (*) 


EPH 


• 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 


• 






X 


raguny (M 


EPH 


X 


s 




X 


yes 




X 


X 


• 






X 


fu(5) 


LSMS 


X 


X 




X 


no 


labor, pension 


X 


X 


K 






X 


rinente 


n/a 


n/a 


n/u 


n/o 


n/n 


n/n 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/o 


in & Tob 


**• 

n/a 


n/u 


n/u 


n/n 


n/n 


n/n 


n/n 


n/o 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/o 


nAt 


ugiiny 


litis 1989 


X 


X 




N 


yes 




X 


X 




• 


• 


X 


!rtczuela 


1 11 is 1989 


X 


X 




X 


no 


lahnr, iMnifcrt 


X 


N 






• 


X 



ilnnUs; 



Informstion tvM extracted from Uhle provided by Iu9utt Afus based on CEPAL diti and Bom i)utiilonnitr<i insVicd In pipir 

Queidotuuirt for nubadot U vet>' ihoti ind does not kttpthi Stmt fotmil ai that of tbt Labor Pofca or EmploymtnlUncmptoymsni Sunty u in other countrfra 
lUuidor hu lUncd a program of LSM.S In 199]. Data on libta rafm to Health Supptemmt to 1968 EPII and was obiilncd from the materia) guoled In nn* . abov« 
Queiilonnaire for Ou> ana noi available. Inclusion of non'iniillutfortaJlied LSMS ll 6 Kiull of unaviIlabUliy of oiher lurvcy* 

^ttog^ Nicaragua bad ofd>* ) round of ISMS and doai not hiv« iht pn>giam InstltutionaUied^ It was included htra because nu olher surveys are availabla 
pcnj‘i I^MS was done by a private ftmi and icemi to be rather Irregular. 



(d) In most caicOt Income from labor, property/renl, pentloni, tratuferi and cipN. 

Most countdea, however, codec! this InfomtaHon with dinTerenl (evxls of iggregadon. for Imtance, 
In some caaea, Income from tabor U one category and Income from all other lourcca Is another. 
Mon countrlci, except for Chile and UAJguay, do not compute Imputed Income Bom 




Table Countries by Basic Coverage of Topics 



Counirle* 


Type of 


Dmltlng 




Stmey 


Am. 






Clmmct 



Argctuitiii 


(1:PH)HHS 1989 


K 


Dnibadostl) 


CHSSO.PS) 


• 


Belb.c 


n/« 


n/a 


Holhlfl 


EPH 1986 


X 


Brui(il 


PNAD 1989 


s 


Chile 


(PIDEIO ms 1989 


• 


Colombia 


IHIS 1989 


K 


Costa Rica (•) 


liliPM 




l)oni. Republic <*) 


l-PH 


K 


bctuulor (2) 


HPH 1988 


H 


El Salvotlor (*) 


EPH 


X 


GuBtcmala (*) 


EPH 


X 


Guyana (3> 


LSMS 


n/a 


Hntti 


n/a 


It/a 


1 lomhiras 


Mull tills 1989 


K 


jamaicA 


LBMS(I993) 


X 


Mckico 


EMEU 


X 


Niairngim (4) 


LSMS" 


X 


Punmna {*) 


EPH 


• 


i*amgtwy 


EPH 


X 


1^‘ni (5) 


LSMS 


X 


Suriname 


n/a 


It/o 


Trio S^ fob. 


ft/a 


}i/a 


t Intgtiuy 


nils 1989 


X 


Venezuela 


nils 1989 


X 



Ocmogr* ChBmct. 
of IfH Mcmiicra 



All nil 


OnlytlH 


Occiipalloti 


ineome 


Education 


Meitihen 


llemts 




Total (6) 


Partial 




X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 




X 


no 


labor 


K 


n/a 


tt/ii 


n/a 


n/ii 


n/o 


n/a 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 




K 


yes 




X 


• 




X 


yes 




X 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 




X 


*io 


labor 


X 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 




X 


no 


labor 


K 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 




X 


nti 


Ubor. peiuton 


X 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/« 


n/a 


fVa 


n/a 


n/a 


X 




X 


no 


labor 


X 


X 




X 


yes 




K 


X 




X 


no 


labor 


X 


X 




X 


yes 




K 


K 




X 


yes 




X 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 




X 


no 


Ijhuf, pernio 


X 


(l/a 


n/ci 


n/a 


n/ft 


n/a 


n/a 


n/ii 


n/n 


n/a 


o/a 


n/a 


n/o 


X 




X 


yes 




X 


X 




X 


Itif 


lihor. irmtfett 


X 



Heaflli 


Nutrition 


Fertility A 
fttL MorL 


Migration 


Ejtpeml 
A Cons. 


* 


• 




X 




• 


- 


. 


• 




n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


ii/o 


n/n 


X 


• 


• 




X 


- 


- 


- 






- 


- 


• 






* 


* 


• 






• 


• 


- 






. 


* 


• 






X 


* 


- 






X 


• 


- 






X 


•• 


* 






n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/fl 


n/a 


n/a 


n/o 


n/a 


n/a 


K 


- 




- 


X 


K 


X 




* 


- 


- 


• 




* 


- 


X 


X 




K 


- 


X 


- 




- 


X 


K 


- 




* 


X 


X 


K 




. 


X 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/a 


n/o 


n/a 


»/tt 


n/n 


X 




- 


- 


X 


X 




• 


• 


X 








■ 




|6| In moil tm*, Incom* from bbof, propwiy/wii, ptniloni, irtrufcm ind 



M«l cotimrfc*, however. €off«t iMi Informiticm «4ih tllfTereni teveti ol'iflercflaiton, for Iniunce, 
in »ofi\# CM«i, Inccfiw ftom Ubor ii «i 9 «iiegoiy mi Cncoms from «U oihct towcci 1$ «noi!«r. 
Moil tounlrffi, cKcrpt for Chile mi Utugyey, io not eompWe Unpmi maiu Iwm 
owning the dwdintg 



rtiutuiitcs: 

(*) Iflfomietion w« exlwcltd fi om uMc proade4 by Ik^um Arm b*ifd ofi CBBAi 4il* iail f»m quHilonniirei iniVied In p»p« 

ti) Qucifiotinilfe fo< Batbadot h vtty ihort ind ion noi Utp ihl iimf fenn?l u ih« of Ihe l.eber re«« or Rmplu)nient1lfKftiplaym«il Sm*y u l« oihct eoufUrle* 

U) liciudof hJi tiertrd » pnjgNm of I.SMS ta 1 99t Dll* on UtJe ttfen to lleitlh SupplifMfll to I9M CHI iiul wtt obiilasd ham the imtefiil quoied in {*) ibmt 
OiQu«lioo«*h< for <luvin* not *viil»bU> teeluttoscf »o«4MtitoatmiJJ«4 I.SMS te * ft«iH of uitmilihiyiy olhci 

(II Alihoogh Nl«*r»gtti hadont>‘ I of UMS Mil doe* not hiw iht |»P)fiy»m MtollonitlKd. It w** inelndeahm btciineno oihtf wiveyi «« iviilihlo 
0) Vn\\% dime hy » privite firm ind icemt to N litlur ifugiilir. 




Totte 3 



Topics 



and 

Indicators (**) 


Bahamas, Botize, 
Costa Blca, Guyana 
Haili, Mexico. Suriname, 
Trln, & Tobago 


Barbados 


Brazil 


Colombia 


Domln. 

Republ. 


Ecuador 


• Housing 


questionnaire n/a 






4 


4 


4 


Material/conditions 








4 


4 


4 


Density 


a 




++ 


44 


44 


44 


Kitchen 






- 


4 


‘ 




Sanitation 








44 


44 


4 


A/alei 








44 


4 


4 


Sewarage 

li • Education 

npul Indicators; 


questionnaire n/a 






44 


44 


4 


ruuiiion 




• 


• 


- 


• 


- 


Icallh 




• 


• 


- 


• 


• 


housing 




- 




4 


4 


4 


•due. Lavol HH HeadA/Vlfo 




• 




44 


4 


44 


Xccess indicators: 


distance 




- 




- 


- 


• 


type (publlc/pfivato) 




• 


• 


- 


* 


• 


• costs 




- 


- 




• 


* 


non-ationd. due to wot K 

Output Indicators; 














.itetacy Ratos 




• 


+ 


4 


4 


4 


xttondance 




+ 


+ 


4 


4 


4 


\ttainmont • gf/)evel 


•*> 


+ (cap.) 


++ 


44 


+ (cap.) 
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Topics 

and 

Indicators (“) 



Bahamas, Belize, Barbados Brazil Colombia Oomln. 
Cosla Rica, Guyana Republ. 

Haiti, Mexico, Suriname, 

Trin. & Tobago 

0 

Hi * Health questionnaire n/a 

nput Indicators; o 

ncomo + + + 

'lulrltion - 

mmun. coverage ... 

•foujIng/Sanflation . -f + + 

^cces8 indicators: 

^hyslcah googr.disl. ... 

- 

•‘ypo/quallty Service ... 

Dutput Indicators: questionnaire n/a 

Mortality Rales • genoial . - - 

4ortalily Rales • Inf/child ... 

'erlilily Ratos ... 

tiflh Rales * 

^oitldily - . - 

jfo Expectancy ... 



Dutcome indicators: 
1C. diseases 

ichooUwortt absenteeism 



Countries 
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Bahamas, Belize, 


Barbados 


Brazil 


Colombia 


Domln. 


Ecuador 


El Guatemala 


Honduras 


Jamaica (•••) 


Nicaragua 


Panama 


Peru 


Venezuela 


Indicators (**) 
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Salvador 






(LFS) 








(Sncuosta socisl) 




Trtn. & Tobago 




























IV • Nutrition 


queellonnaira n/e 




« 
























•npul Indicators: 


• 


• 


























•ood consumption 




- 


• 


• 


• 


- 


- 


- 


- 


> 


- 


- 


- 


- 


^lograms Pop. at Risk 




“ 


• 


■ 


* 


4 


“ 


• 


• 


• 


‘ 


* 


- 


4 


Access: 






























•aittily/houschold Incomo 






♦ 


+ 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


■ood Availability 




- 


* 


* 


* 


• 


• 


' 


* 


• 


- 


> 


- 


• 


Diilput Indicators: 
\nlhiopom. Moasuios 




. 


. 








. 


. 




• 








4 


■foalth conditions 




“ 


• 


- 


• 


4 


4 


4 


• 


• 


4 




4 


4 


Dutcome Indicators: 
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1 / < Income 
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4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


+ 


•t 


</l -Occupation/ 
Labor force 


questionnaire n/a 


+ 


+ 


+ 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


i/ll • Migration 
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• 
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4 


4 


4 
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4 


- 
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*) - CounUles analyzed In Part 
) were not Included in this table 

••) Conventions for Coverage: 
no coverage 
• -some coverage 
f • good coverage 



***) Coverage of LSMS basically follows LSMS slruclure 
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Selected Countries 
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Indicators (**) 


Argentina 


Bolivia 


Chile 

CAUHN 


Uruguay 


Paraguay 

SES 


1 - Housing 


• Matenai/conditions 


- 




. 


- 




- DensiU' 


- 


• 


- 


- 


4. 


-Kitchen 


- 


* 


. 


4. 


4. 


- Own or Rent 

- Sanitation 


♦ 


’ 


• 


- 


- 


Water 
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* 


4. 


4. 


Sewerage 


- 


♦ 


* 


4. 


♦ 


Garbage CoilADzsp. 
II - Education 






■ 


■ 
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Input Indicators: 
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Health 
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Housing 
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4. 


♦ 


Educ. Levd HHHeadAVife 
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- distance 
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♦ 




♦ 


- type (pubiio^private) 
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- 
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- 
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-costs 
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- 


- 
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* 
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♦ 
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♦ 
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4. 


♦ 


Scfaooitrg Rates 




- 


♦ 


* 
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•so coverage 
*4* «$canc coverage 



COMMENTS 



Glaucio Ary Dillon Soares 
DATAUnB 

The paper by Marcia Leite Arieira, Household Surveys in Latin 
America and the Caribbean: an Assessment, provides us with an 
exhaustive evaluative description of the contents and methodology of HHS 
in the area. The paper shows that HHS in the area differ in many ways, 
such as regularity, sampling frame and design, focus, coverage , 
measurement etc. These differences make comparative work in the area 
illustrative at best. 

Arieira's data also show that, although the major foci of the 
information that is sought varies, the instruments include questions on 
common areas thereby making some sort of comparisons possible. 
Therefore, the question is: can comparisons among countries in the region 
be expanded to cover more areas and can comparability be improved? 

This is not at the core of Arieira's concerns: 

"...Intra-country comparison across regions and over time 

should be prioritized over inter-counties comparison, (p. 27)" 

i understand Arieira fear of seeing series that are internally 
comparable interrupted and comparability disrupted. However, this is not a 
zero-sum model and international comparabiiify can be achieved without 
loss in internal comparability. Furthermore, priorities in data gathering by 
public agencies are not set exclusively nor predominantly by the agencies' 
technicians, nor should they. 

MERCOSUL is a success. The absolute and relative growth of trade 
within the area, the growing number of tourists, of migrants within the area 
and the beginnings of an academic response through the establishing of 
disciplines dealing with the area and even of a doctoral program at 
UFRGS, unless halted, will put pressure on the agencies in the area to 
provide more and better data and information. The question is not if this 
should be done, but one of how to best accomplish this. 




Facilitating Comparative Work 

Extreme specialization is losing favor in information-gathering 
agencies in the developed world. The benefits of the relational data banks 
that have been built are convincing. It is, of course, wasteful and time 
consuming to put together information that was gathered separately, 
sometimes by the same agency, when it could be gathered together. 

Multi-purpose surveys are here to stay. They have offered the 
highest returns. They attract most external users. Elsewhere, they have 
strenghtened and even generated new disciplines. When I and the many 
colleagues that I have talked to about the subject think about comparative 
work in the region, this is what we have in mind. 

Therefore, the thrust will be to organize international surveys, multi- 
purpose in nature, that will tackle the growing number of problem areas in 
Latin America and the Caribbean in general, and in MERCOSUL in 
particulars This can be done at a relatively small cost. An item-by-ltem 
analysis of current survey questionnaires may produce several items that 
have zero and close-to-zero usefulness. 

I feel that standardization will begin at the questionnaire level and 
then expand to frequency and sampling, among others. To assure 
comparability and maximum use, a module of basic data in different areas 
should be provided in very specific categories, so that comparable 
collapsing of categories will be possible. 

External Constraints in the use of HHS by social and political 
scientists in Latin America 

One of the major limitations in the use of survey-type data in Latin 
America derives from its training requirements. Few people with a college 
degree in the social and political Sciences are qualified to begin this task. 
Even graduate programs now fail to turn out trained people, prepared to 
competently handle quantitative data. 

Traditionally, due to interest and the training required by the 
discipline, economists and demographers have been the main users of 
HHS in Latin America^; followed, at a great distance, perhaps by 

^ All South American countries certairriy shotid participate. Chile and Venezuela are negotiating 1h^ status in 
MERCOSUL; I feel that others will soon do likewise. 

^ Bsa Berquo, an^izando 331 trabaihos da ABEP, encmtrou 25 que usavam a PIviAD. De 12.200 trabalhos 
que existiam na DOCPOP, 12% usavam 12% usavam o Censo Demogr^co, as Pl'tADs e o Registro Civil. 
Ver Ana Amelia Camarano, "Informagdes demogr^ca: o que se tern, o que se usa e como se usa?”. RBEP, 
voi. 7, a 2, jii/dez. 1990. Os sodologos e dentistas politicos que usaram a PNAO sao poucos. 




sociologists, political scientists, educators and the health professions, in 
the social and poiiticai Sciences, the use is limited: Due to the 
contributions of a relatively small number of fellowship programs and 
institutions, the 60’s and 70’s witnessed a growth in the number of social 
science professionals who were able to, and interested in, competently 
handling quantitative data. This trend seems to have been reversed in the 
80’s and 90’s. in some institutions, students currently can and do obtain a 
doctorate without being able to read relatively simple statistics, let alone 
use them. Actually, there are programs which do not require any 
proficiency in statistics. This is not a Brazilian deficiency: it is a Latin 
American phenomenon. 

Thus the pool of potential, external users of HHS in the social and 
poiiticai sciences is rather narrow, largely due to incompetence to handle 
even simple statistics. If output, and hopefully outcomes, are to grow, 
policies must be enforced that will train potential users first, in the 
academic world, I see this happening in four different ways: 

retraining of current graduate degree holders, particuiariy those who 
teach in graduate programs; 

progressive substitution of, or additions to , the current faculty 
teaching in graduate programs in the Social Sciences, with the 
purpose of changing the characters of these programs and making 
them more useful to the society which pays for them; 

creation of new graduate programs in the Social Sciences 
particularly designed to train social scientists able to handle 
quantitative data and 

a program of fellowships abroad, designed to train social scientists 
at the doctoral level, able to expertly handle quantitative data. 



i am skeptical of the first two. Retraining requires a humbleness and 
a willingness to admit lack of knowledge that I fear is not there, as well as 
institutional requirements, such as training, leaves, that are not easy to 
obtain. New programs, designed to train new students, do not have to 
face the internal opposition that attempts to modify old programs have. 
External fellowships may be the easiest way, but to train the kinds of 
numbers that would be needed to make use of HHS standard practice it 
would be costly. 




If use is to go beyond economists and demographers, it is 
imperative that new training programs be created and supported. 
Fellowship programs designed to support students willing to use HHS data 
for their theses and dissertations should be created and some may be 
able to operate in the framework of existing training programs. 

Data Distribution 

Lack of training of outside users is only one of the factors reducing 
utilization of HHS data. Distribution and avaiiabiOty have been major 
problems. Qualified individual users, who could account for a significant 
proportion of all analyses, are hindered in their attempts to use HHS data 
due to overwhelming bureaucratic requirements. Data distribution policies 
must have these users in mind. 

What media? I hypothesize that current users rely largely on PC's for 
the analysis of smaller data sets. This means having the data available on 
3.5 1 .44 diskettes. Larger data sets can be assessed by a much smaller 
number of users if stored In QIC's. Few have 4mm by 90mm equipment. 
The recent growth of CD ROM’s and, more recently, of read-and-write 
CD's opens a new avenue for data distribution. 

What formal? My suggestion is to distribute the data sets in any 
format that is readable by existing, often-used statistical packages. SAS 
and SPSS seem to be the most common ones in the Social Sciences, 
perhaps with SYSTAT and BMD next. Many use spreadsheets, such as 
EXCEL, but spreadsheets have known inefficiencies handling large sets of 
data. 

Ideally, data sets would be distributed in a limited number of 
common formats, such as TXT, DBF etc. that may be easily and safely 
imported by their favorite statistical packages. 

Cost is another consideration. If we think of external users as unpaid 
collaborators, which, in many senses, they are, free distribution is easily 
justified and clearly is low investment/high return. If, for some bureaucratic 
reason, data must be sold, let it be sold at reproduction cost to Latin 
American institutions and individuai researchers. Surely, graduate 
students should be able to use them free of charge. 

Multhlevei data can be provided by agencies with relatively little 
effort. The need derives from the knowledge that the behavior of 
individuals varies with characteristics of the broader units to which they 
belong. Schools, neighborhoods, countries etc have shown, through the 
use of context-analytic techniques to influence behavior in addition to, and 
sometimes in interaction with, individual attributes. Data sets can be 




organized so as to include not only individual data, but aggregate data on 
the municipio, estado, regiao and, in the case of MERCOSUL, of course, 
nation. 

Final Comment 

The paper by Arieira is a competent and extremely useful piece. As 
an end-user seriously interested in comparative work in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, I now have a useful guide of what is out there, its 
potentialities and limitations. 




